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Chavez Elected Mayor of Temple City 

CITY COUNCIL: Councilmembers Carl Blum, 
Cynthia Sternquist, and Fernando Vizcarra are 
sworn in for a four-year term on Monday, March 

21.                           Photo Courtesy of Jerry Jambazian 

REACHING OUT , ONE VOICE AT A T IME 

The formerly vacant downtown gas station   

reopens with an independent operator.  

 

BY RAYMOND TRAN  

More than two years after the City Coun-
cil initiated action, a long-vacant parcel is no 
longer an empty facility in downtown Temple 

City. 

TIFF gas station, an independent opera-

tor, is now open for business. 

City Manager 
Jose Pulido, who 

TIFF Gas Station Opens 

on Las Tunas 

“Gas Station” on Page 2 

La Rosa 

Turns On 

Their “Turn 

Off the TV” 

Week” 

La Rosa began its annual 
“Turn off the TV Week” to 
encourage students to take 

on good habits. 

 

BY BRYAN LAU  

 La Rosa Elementary 
hosted its annual “Turn-Off TV 
Week” from March 15 to March 

18. 

The event, created by 
Parents Teachers Association 
(PTA), was designed to en-
courage building good habits. 
The whole idea is a small part 
in a grand scheme to promote 
characteristics that will lead to 
good citizenship and keep stu-
dents on the right path of life. 
The ultimate goal is to make 
children enjoy learning and 
s c h o o l 

more. “La Rosa” on Page 2 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL NEWS ARTICLE  

Temple City 

Opens Its 

Farmers’ 

Market at 

City Hall 

A farmers’ market opens in 

Temple City.  

 

BY BELLA CHU  

 After years of dis-
cussing whether to bring a 
farmers’ market to Temple 
City, the City has success-
fully launched one at City 

Hall. 

 The Farmers’ Market 
opened on Sunday, March 
13, to Temple City residents, 
of which many were excited 
that they could buy organic 
food products in their own 

city.  

 According to Council-
man Fernando Vizcarra, es-
tablishing a farmers market 
was a city council priority for 

2011.   

“Farmers’ Market” on Page 3 
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La Rosa asks kids to turn off TV Continued from Front Page 

e

Owner to bring in mini-mart, car wash Continued from Front Page 

e

This week’s comic strip was designed by Michelle Cao. 

The event also encourages students to moder-
ate the time they spend viewing television and help stu-
dents find other alternatives of leisure activity that they 

could participate in during their free time. 

Parents are encouraged to spend time with 
their children by mainly reading to them, or simply by 
taking a walk in the park. This not only steers the child 
to keeping a good academic record, but also repairs the 

growing gap between parent and child in this era. 

“This is entirely based on the honor system,” 
Principal Michael Lin said. “The only incentives and 

rewards are the long-term gains.” 

It will be the parents turning off the TV, not the 

child. Children focus on the short term gains of enjoy-
ment on the television, while ignoring the benefits of 
simply reading a good book or talking to their parents. 
Parents have to do their part in monitoring the television 

and spending their own time with their children. 

“I’m not trying to demonize television or any-
thing,” Principal Lin said, “but the television is so satu-
rated with advertising, and we don’t need children want-

ing the next cool toy so that the garage fills up.” 

“Turn Off the TV Week”, which is not exclusive 
to La Rosa, is also a semi-annual, national event. The 

event commonly takes place in April and September. 

played a leading role in urging the 
property owner to secure a tenant, 
on Thursday, stated that the inde-
pendent gas station is only tempo-

rary. 

According to the city man-
ager, Ahmed Rabadi, the tenant, is 
close to securing a contract with 
ConocoPhillips for a Unocal 76 gas 

station. 

“In the interim, this gasoline 
station will operate as a TIFF gas 
station until the contract [among all 
the parties] is finalized,” Pulido wrote 
in his May 20, 2010 weekly city man-

ager’s report. 

At a recent city council 
meeting, Pulido estimated that the 
gas station would stay as TIFF “for a 

few weeks.” 

The business owner, who 
operates more than 30 gas stations 
in California, also plans to open a 
mini-mart and a car wash compo-
nent. Pulido said a request condi-
tional use permit from Rabadi was 

forthcoming. 

Pulido, who joined City Hall 
in October 2009, previously esti-
mated that Temple City lost approxi-
mately $140,000 in potential sales 
tax revenues for the seven years the 

gas station was not in operation. 

Once the city manager came 
on board, he expedited efforts to 
revitalize the vacant parcel located 
on the corner of Las Tunas Drive 
and Oak Avenue. Last year, Pulido 
even threatened to revoke the prop-
erty owner’s current conditional use 

permit which was granted in 1972. 

 

Note To Readers: 

To read “Vacant downtown gas 

station may open next week,” 

please visit our blog at http://

templecityvoice.wordpress.com.    
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After years of debating over whether to bring a 

farmers’ market to Temple City, a farmers’  

market has officially launched  Continued from Front Page 

 “We wanted 
to create an opportu-
nity for residents and 
visitors to spend time 
in Temple City,” he 
said.  “But more im-
portantly, we knew a 
farmers market would 
bring the community 
together and with an 
opportunity to buy 
fresh and sustainable 

products.”   

 This spec-
tacular event, called 

the Temple City Certified Farmers Market, will continue 

every Sunday from 8:30 AM- 12:30PM.   

 People interested in this farmers market were 
amazed by the variety of foods and products that they 

could buy at the Farmers Market.  

 From a wide selection of honey, bread, straw-
berries, oranges, herbs, tangerines, and flowers to an 
interesting collection of blood oranges, this sure 

was an interesting assortment of items. 

 All of the items sold were fresh and 
grown organically without any genetically-

modified ingredients or organisms (GMOs).  

 “Temple City’s farmers market will only 
have certified vendors,” said Sterling.  “This 
means they sell only what they grow. Among 
other products, the market will feature fresh 
fruits and vegetables, cheeses, eggs, specialty 

foods, bakery items and cut flowers”.   

 What was not surprising about the 
Farmers Market was that it was a great 
hit.  Everything was sold old, if not close to sold 
out.  Because of the freshness and quality of 
these products, customers are willing to pay the 

higher price for these organic products.   

 A customer who was fascinated by the 
Farmers Market, Senior Elaine Chan from Tem-
ple City High School says, “I bought the [honey] 
in the tube.  It was really thick”.  This thickness 

of honey shows just how fresh the honey is.   

 The groups selling produce at the farmer’s mar-
ket return on a weekly basis. More stands will be put up 

at later dates as the market grows. 

 For more information on the City-sponsored 

Farmers’ Market, contact City Hall at 626-285-2171. 
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 High school seniors all know the feeling of 
“senioritis”—the lack of care for school and the prompt 
readiness to go on to college and start a new chapter 

in your life. 

 Most high school seniors get this feeling 
around the end of college applications and the rest 
usually around the time after the first semester. All the 
applications for college and the preparations are done 
with and so there is very little left to do when it comes 
to high school. High school is spent preparing for col-
lege and once all the preparation is done, what really 

is there to do? 

 You would mostly keep up grades to avoid 

being rescinded. That’s as far as it goes. 

 I was quite sure I was not going to make it into 
my first school so when I got the acceptance letter for 
my second choice, I immediately planned out  my col-

legiate life and my living plans. 

 I was quite prepared to send in my letter of 
intent to the school. I had planned out my college life 

and I was ready for it. That’s when senioritis struck.  

 I was excited about college. There was noth-
ing left of high school to look forward to. I just wanted 
to get my diploma, get summer over with, and move in 

as a freshman at the school. 

 It only got worse when I got into my first 
choice. Now I was really done with high school. There 
were no more sentimental feelings or aspirations. Get 

me out of here as soon as possible. 

 There were so many freedoms and opportuni-
ties I looked forward to, that I didn’t want to be con-
fined to a high school and the high school lifestyle. I 
wanted the maximum amount of flexibility in my 

schedule.  

 As such, I began to slack off just a bit more in 
school. I slept earlier and did not focus on anything in 
school past what was due the next day. I really didn’t 

care about school anymore.  

 All seniors get this feeling at one point of an-
other. It’s not necessarily a good thing, but it happens. 
If people don’t become aware of its effects and avoid 
the consequences, it can lead to a drop in grades, 
which then can lead to your admission being re-
scinded. Then, your senior year won’t be as happy as 
you would hope, and you’ll spend the rest of it in a 
reverse state: you don’t look forward to graduating 

because there’s nothing to look forward to. 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

PLEASE RECYCLE! 

     Letters to the Editor...  
 

   Can be sent to our  
  P.O. Box 1255 

Temple City, CA 91780 

Phone: 626 - 993 - 8241 
 

Blog:  
http://templecityvoice.wordpress.com 

 
E-mail: templecityvoice@yahoo.com 
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Interested in sponsoring the Temple City Voice?  

Send an e-mail! 

EDITOR’S COLUMN: 
SENIORITIS HIGH 

March           25             TCHS Sadie’s Dance 

@Gym 7:00—10:00 P.M. 

 

  26    NYRA “Know Your Rights” 

    @Live Oak Park 10:00 A.M.—2:00 P.M. 

 

   29                    SCSBOA Festival 

         @TCHS Rm. 601, 904, 905 7 A.M.—6 P.M. 

 

  31          Youth Development Trip 

 

            Longden Open House  

    @Longden 6:30—8:00 P.M. 

Jason 


