
Yu, Sternquist named mayor, mayor pro tempore 

NEW MAYOR: Incoming Mayor Vincent Yu 
proudly hands over a plaque to the outgoing 

mayor.                       Photo Courtesy of Cindy Quach 

Measure R funds will be used for $185k    

payment.  

 

BY VINCENT WEI  

 The city has hired a consultant to con-
duct two studies, as well as bring forward two 
plans to tackle the lack of parking in downtown 
Temple City and measures to calm traffic within 

Temple City boundaries.  

 The city 

City Hires Consultant 

for Downtown Parking 

and Traffic Calming 

Studies 
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Vincent Yu will serve as 
Temple City’s Mayor for the 

next year. 

 

BY AMY FAN 

On Tuesday, March 
20, Vincent Yu was appointed 
as the new mayor of Temple 

City for 2012-2013. 

Cynthia Sternquist 
replaces Yu as the mayor pro 
tempore, and the two will be 
working together for the next 

year of Temple City. 

Serving on the state 
council since 2009, Yu was the 
previous mayor pro tempore 
and has a background in archi-
tecture. He has served the La 
County in architecture work for 
the last ten years and has 
worked as the planning com-
missioner for six years. Yu has 
been working for twenty years 
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The Temple City Voice     
investigates this historical 

moment.  

 

BY KEVIN WU 

In the history of Tem-
ple City, it’s been rare for the 
school board to not to have a 
woman as one of the mem-

bers.  

At least since 1970, 
the Temple City school board 
has had at least one woman, 
with two in 2007 that stayed 

until 2011.  

However, this year the 
school board is composed of 
only males: Board President 
Matt Smith, Board Vice Presi-
dent Bob Ridley, Clerk Kien 
Tiet, Member Kenneth 
Knollenberg, and Member Joe 

“School Board” on Page 2 
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Will not having a woman in the school board affect the 

decisions? Continued from Front Page 
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This week’s comic was designed by Tiffany Kha. 

issue that will not have a significant impact. 

 “I don't think it will be much different. While it 
would certainly be nice to have a board that mirrors the 
general population that it serves, that in no way means it 
would be a better board than one that doesn't mirror its 
community from a gender or race perspective,” said 
Smith. “Because I don't know and have never been on a 
womanless board until now, all I can do is speculate. I 
would guess that there might be some minor differences 

but I don't think any large noticeable differences”.  

 As the school board is elected by the peo-
ple, Joe Walker states that the school board is a 
good representation of the opinion of the general 

public. 

“The board does not decide who makes up the 
board, the voters of the community do,” said Walk-
er. “The two ladies who were recently removed 
from the board were well known to everyone and 
their records and actions were quite contrary to the 
community norms.  So, they were voted off.  Right 
now, we have five highly qualified and serious 
board members, all of whom just happen to be 

men”.  

The Voice also asked a few former female 
school board members; however, all declined to 

respond. 

  

What are your thoughts and/or perspectives 
regarding the lack of women, if any, on the 
school board? Please fill free to share with us 

at templecityvoice@yahoo.com.  

Walker.  

With this group, we are presented with a ques-
tion of whether or not this may have a significant impact 
on the functions and decisions made by the school 
board. Especially now with increasing budget cuts, can 
the lack of diversity hamper the boards decisions and 

sway it to a more male dominated perspective?  

 For School Board President Matt Smith, the 
idea of having no woman on school board is a small 
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Yu shares his plans for Temple City  
Continued from Front Page 

City hires consultant to conduct studies on parking and traffic 

calming Continued from Front Page 

in the private sector, but turned 

his sights to local politics in 2009. 

Sternquist has also 
served since 2009, and was in-
volved with the Parks and Recrea-
tion Commission for almost 20 

years. 

As the newly elected 
mayor, Yu plans to focus on the 
board of development in the city, 
with strategic planning for the fu-
ture. He also stresses the im-
portance of principles and plan-

ning. 

“I’m hoping to set up re-
serves and policies and have the 
future city council set with princi-
ples guiding the reserves we 

have,” said Yu. 

Thanking the community 
for their cooperation, Yu has men-
tioned that he wishes to expand 
the community’s activity with the 

City.  

“I think, for the most part, 
we have made city hall more ac-
cessible by making our hours 
more open,” said Yu. “We wish to 

work on better communications.” 

Yu also plans to improve 
communications better through a 
Facebook page, and other tech-
nological advancements to reach 

out to the citizens. 

“Through the help of com-
missioners, we plan to help citi-
zens learn about what we do in 

the city council,” said Yu. 

Yu and Sternquist are 
confident that they can work to-
gether as a team, and hope that 
they continue to elevate the role 
of commitment and service in 
Temple City, the community, and 

the council. 
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THE WEEKLY CALENDAR 

MARCH 31 

SMALL BUSINESS EXPO 

CHAMBER PARKING LOT, 10 A.M. 

 

APRIL 2  

SPRING DAY CAMPS BEGIN 

LIVE OAK PARK, ALL DAY 

 

APRIL 6 

SENIOR SPRING LUNCH AND B INGO 
L IVE OAK COMMUNITY CENTER, 11:45 A.M. 

 

APRIL 7 

EASTER EGG HUNT 

LIVE OAK PARK, 8:30 A.M. 

 

APRIL 14 

RELAY FOR LIFE 

LIVE OAK PARK, 9 A.M. 

 

council approved the two contracts, 
valued at $185,035, with RBF Con-
sulting, during their October 4, 2011 
meeting. Measure R funds will be 

used to finance the agreements.  

 Approximately 93 thousand 
dollars will be spent for the down-
town parking study and strategic 
plan, while about 92 thousand dollars 
will be used toward the traffic calm-

ing study and master plan.  

 “There should be a savings 
of about $13,000” as a result of the 
city picking a single consultant rather 
than going with two, City Manager 

Jose Pulido said. 

 Public Safety Officer Bryan 
Ariizumi, who was involved with the 

selection process, stated that 17 
firms bid to assist Temple City with 
its downtown parking study and plan. 
Nine firms expressed interest in 
working with the city for its traffic 

calming study and master plan.  

 RBF was chosen after inter-
viewers looked at the following char-
acteristics: experience, designed so-
lutions, success rate, community out-
reach, understanding of issues and 
conditions of the city, understanding 
of project guidelines and deadlines, 

project schedule and cost.  

 According to Mr. Ariizumi, 
RBF will have five months to com-
plete the downtown parking study 
and plan and six months to finish the 

traffic calming study and plan.  

 He told the city council that 
the consultant would begin its work in 

October.  

 “There will be public out-
reach. There will be community 

meetings,” Mr. Ariizumi said.  

 Councilmember Carl Blum, 
like his colleagues, voiced support 

for both proposals.  

 “As we look at economic re-

vitalization in our city, that’s the white 

elephant in the room,” he said, refer-

ring to the lack of parking.   
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FOUNDER’S COLUMN: 
IS NOW THE TIME? 

 After the annual city council reorganizational 
meeting last week, I attended the “after party” (which 
was open to the public), where I interacted with some 

of our community’s elected officials.  

 It was there that I struck a conversation with an 
official from the Temple City Unified School District 
over the school board’s plan to place a bond measure 

on the November ballot.  

 A few days prior to March 20, the day a new 
mayor and mayor pro tempore were named, a Temple 
City resident asked whether I heard about an upcoming 
vote on a bond for the school district. I answered “yes” 
because I had heard and thought about the issue when 
I ran for elected official last November. So, it did not 
surprise me to learn that the school board still intended 

to go along with the idea.  

 I consider myself to be a big supporter of our 
Temple City community. After all, I am a Temple City 
High School graduate and an active Temple City      

resident. 

 However, I can say emphatically that I would 
not be in support of a bond, today or in November. 
(Disclosure: The Temple City Voice neither officially 

supports nor opposes any “political” issue).  

 Here are a five reasons why.  

 1. A weak American economy. While our    
economy appears to be recovering, I am not certain 
that we will be in better economic shape by November 
2012. In fact, I don’t think we will experience a real   

recovery until 2013. 

 2. Gas prices. Gas has now spiked to nearly 
$4.50 a gallon. There are rumors that it could go     
higher. As a result, the costs of goods and services, if 

not already, will climb.   

 3. Jerry Brown and CA taxes. Our governor 
has proposed one of two tax initiatives for voter       
approval in November. His plan would raise taxes for 

seven years!  

 4. National debt and Europe. Our increasing 
national debt worries me. The fact that Greece or     
Europe could collapse scares me, especially since that 

could gravely impact the U.S.   

 5. The 1998 bond. Voters approved a bond that 
year. It does not expire until 2028 or 2038. Who’s    

keeping tabs on how the money is being spent?   

 My question is, “Is now the time?”  

 

Editor’s Note: We’re not publishing Friday, April 6     

because of Spring Break.  


