
The second annual Southern       
California Chinese Relay for Life will 
be hosted at Live Oak Park on April 

17. 

 

BY AMY FAN 

Sponsored by the American 
Cancer Society and the American 
Cancer Society club at Temple City 
High School, the 2011 Chinese South-
ern California Relay for Life will be 
held at Live Oak Park, Temple City, on 

Saturday, April 16th. 

This event is a non-profit 24-
hour fundraiser where survivors, loved 
ones of cancer victims, and anyone 
willing to help out is invited to raise 
money and walk for those who are 

battling cancer.  

Relay for Life is divided into 
three parts, which makes up their 
motto: Celebrate, Remember, and 

Fight Back.  

It starts with a survivor walk, 
then a candle-lighting ceremony to 
honor lost ones, and concludes by 
motivating the attendants to “make a 

personal commitment” against cancer.  

Participants are invited to walk 
to raise 
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Some Unincorporated Residents to Receive Dial-a-Ride Service 

City Council votes 3-1 for expansion. Service is ex-

pected to begin July 1. 

 

BY RAYMOND TRAN   

Some unincorporated county area residents will 

soon be eligible for Temple City’s Dial-A-Ride program. 

The City Council, except Mayor Fernando Viz-

carra who was absent, voted 3-1 during the June 1, 
2010 city council meeting to expand Dial-A-Ride ser-

vice. 

Residents from two unincorporated areas were 
included Tuesday night. The two areas border Temple 
City to the west, from the railroad tracks up to Longden 
Avenue and over to San Gabriel Boulevard, and to the 
east, from Santa Anita Avenue to Sixth Avenue around 

Live Oak Avenue. “Dial-A-Ride” on Page 3  

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL NEWS ARTICLE  

The Student Board Member speaks about the impact of the pink slips.  

 

BY AVA CHENG 

 Earlier last month, Temple City Unified School District Superin-
tendent Dr. Chelsea Kang-Smith proposed a plan to balance the District’s 
budget by offering pink slips to all school administrators. The pink slips 
were to give notice that these administrators have their hours reduced or 

be re-hired as teachers or lower-paying positions. 

 In response, over a hundred teachers spoke at the March 9 

school board meeting to voice opposition to the plan. 

 The Temple City Voice recently spoke with Derek Wan, the Stu-

dent Board Member at Temple City High School. 

 According to Wan, the threat of seeing long
“Wan” on Page 2 
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This week’s comic strips was designed by Peterson Cheng. 
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-standing administrators, such as Emperor Elementary 
School Principal Kathy Perini, be fired was enough to 
prompt hundreds of Temple City High School students 

to act. 

 “There was a petition where over five hundred 
Temple City High School students signed it in protest of 

the pink slips,” Wan said. 

 Wan presented the petitions, which accumu-
lated 567 signatures, at that March school board meet-

ing. 

 After hearing the opinions of the crowd, the 
School Board voted down two resolutions: 1011-20 and 

1011-21. 

 The 1011-20 resolution would have reduced 
administrators work during the year, compensation, or 

halt any pay raises. This was voted down unanimously. 

 The 1011-21 resolution would have given the 
District the ability to reassign administrators to teaching 
or lower-paying positions. This was defeated by a tie. 

School Board Members Matt Smith and Janet Rhee 
voted in favor, while Robert Ridley and Joe Walker 

voted against it. 

 When asked how he first reacted to news about 
the pink slips, Wan responded, “When I heard I about it, 
I felt distraught because I went to school with our cur-
rent middle school and high school administrators and I 

had the best experience I could have.” 

 Although the two motions failed to pass, fear 

has spread throughout the District. 

  “I think the idea that the administrators could 
be leaving left the district in shock and we have lost our 

sense of community,” Wan said. 

 He continued,” Even though the motions did not 
pass, the lingering feeling that someone we care about 
might leave causes the morale of the district to fall 

sharply.” 

 The School Board will continue to discuss the 

budget at their next meeting on Wednesday, April 13. 

money, have fun, and spend the 
night in tents in the 24-hour event. 
During that time, there will be 
booths to visit, as well as free food, 
and performances, speeches, or 
testimonies to serve as entertain-

ment. 

The majority of the event is 
mostly based on entertainment, like 
a festival, and everyone is welcome 
to attend, if only to enjoy the festivi-
ties and support cancer awareness 
and support for the survivors and 

those fighting cancer. 

Participants who work on 
teams on-site have been suggested 
to raise $100 each for the cause. So 
far, at least 20 teams have been 
confirmed, with each team having 
anywhere from ten to 25 members, 
resulting in the raising of anywhere 

from $20,000 to $50,000. 

Relay for Life is hosted by 
Temple City High School’s Ameri-
can Cancer Society club, and will be 
conducted by volunteers around the 
region who are part of the organiza-
tion, or other ASC clubs. This year, 

it will be held in Live Oak Park in-
stead of the Temple City High 

School track. 

As an event dating back to 
1985, Relay for Life started from a 
tradition created when Dr. Gordy 
Klatt ran for 24 consecutive hours to 
raise money for cancer. It is now an 
international event that spans in 19 
different countries outside the 

United States.  

This upcoming Relay for 
Life features a Chinese division, 
created to reach out to Chinese 
communities in America that suffer 
the universal response to cancer. 
 However, most of the per-
formances and the event will be 
conducted in English, while there 
will be many Chinese-speakers vol-

unteering and holding booths. 

The event is being coordi-
nated by Ling Wu and Edward Wu, 

a couple based in Agoura Hills.  

Having worked on the first 
Chinese Relay for Life last June, 
which was held at the Arthur North 
Field at the high school, they have 

been working with the Chamber of 
Commerce on continuing the project 

in Temple City.  

They had hosted the last 
Chamber of Commerce mixer on 
March 21 at City Hall, showcasing 

the event. 

Heidi Chow, Miss Temple 
City 2010-2011, has also sanctioned 
the event, as her platform issue is 

cancer awareness. 

“Relay for Life is an unfor-
gettable experience.” Chow said. 
“It's an amazing community-bonding 
event that brings family, friends, 
businesses, survivors, and fighters 
together for the race to find a cure. 
It's entertaining, tear-jerking, and 
inspiring all at the same time. Every-
one is cordially invited to our Tem-
ple City Relay for Life to come to-
gether for a great cause and a great 

time.” 

While everyone is invited to 
join in the Chinese Southern Califor-
nia Relay for Life, flat donations will 
also be accepted by the ASC club 

on the TCHS campus. 
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City to extend Dial-A-Ride    

service to some unincorporated 

areas Continued From Front Page 

“I feel so strongly about pro-
viding services to these people,” 
Councilwoman Cynthia Sternquist, a 

leading proponent, said. 

She continued, “The intent 
was never to provide Dial-A-Ride 
services to anybody who lived in sur-
rounding unincorporated areas, but 
to the particular group of people 

[who do not receive any service].” 

“The intent was to support 
these people to support the busi-
nesses in Temple City,” Sternquist 

argued. 

Mayor Pro Tempore Tom 

Chavez agreed. 

“Anything that would encour-
age people to 
come into Tem-
ple City is a 
good thing,” he 

said. 

Council-
man Carl Blum, 
who cast the 
sole dissenting 
vote, cast doubt on whether expan-
sion of Dial-A-Ride, at the moment, 
was something the City Council 

should support. 

Blum disagreed due to de-
clining City revenues as well as a 
“laundry list” of to-do tasks before 

the City Council. 

 “If people want to be in 
Temple City, there is a way for unin-
corporated areas to be part of Tem-

ple City,” he said. 

Only two people from the 
audience spoke up Tuesday eve-

ning. 

Temple City resident Mary 
Kokyako, a frequent Dial-A-Ride 
user, opposed the City Council’s ac-

tion to expand Dial-A-Ride. 

“I’m looking out for our Tem-
ple City people who use Dial-A-
Ride,” Kokayko added. “I think we 

should just leave it alone.” 

L i n d a 
Payne, speaking 
as the president of 
the Temple City 
Chamber of Com-
merce, noted that 
over the years, 
she received calls 
from people in un-
incorporated ar-
eas. They want 
Dial-A-Ride ser-

vice, she said. 

“I would like to see you in-
clude the unincorporated areas,” she 

said. 

In April, Councilwoman 
Sternquist asked her colleagues to 
consider expanding service cover-
age of the Temple City Dial-A-Ride 
to unincorporated county areas. The 

City Council agreed. 

The Parks and Recreation 
was asked to study the issue, and on 
April 26, it recommended that no 

changes be made. 

On May 4, Sternquist asked 
that the City Council ignore the com-
mission’s decision and vote on 

whether to expand 
coverage. The item 
was postponed to 
June because it was 
not listed on the 

agenda. 

When asked Tuesday 
evening whether ex-
pansion would incur 

additional costs, Parks and Recrea-
tion Director Cathy Burroughs re-
sponded that expanding service to a 

few neighbors would be okay. 

“Unless we get a huge 
amount of individuals from unincor-
porated areas, I think we can…
accommodate them within the exist-

ing service,” Burroughs said. 

Service is expected to begin 

on July 1. 
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 When I saw that the “Every 
15 Minutes” program will be return-
ing to Temple City again this year, I 
immediately remembered why the 

program was being held. 

 The event features hypo-
thetical deaths of selected students 
at the school, usually juniors and 
seniors. These simulated deaths 
call for the student to not communi-
cate to anyone for the entire day 
and for a personification of Death to 
come into the student’s class and 
take them out, where they will go to 
a hotel away from contact with any-
one, including family members for 

24 hours. 

 The event is supposed to 
simulate the experience of losing 
someone to alcohol-related car 
crashes and deaths. Most of the 
students participating, if not all, 
have extensive extra-curricular ac-

tivities and very bright futures and 
their “deaths” show just how easy 
they had lost their chance at great-

ness. 

 The students who had “died 
in alcohol-related car accidents” did 
not all necessary get into accidents 
due to their consumption of alcohol, 
many of these “deaths” are a result 
of allowing another intoxicated 
friend to get behind the wheel of  a 

car. 

 The point of the event is to 
truly grip at the emotions of the stu-
dents and show them that these 
accidents could easily happen to 
just about anyone and those who 
are destined to lead very successful 
lives could have let these opportuni-
ties slip away just because they had 

made poor decisions. 

 Even if you, yourself, know 
that you’re not going to drink a little 

too much and risk a drive home, 
when you go out with your friends, 
that doesn’t mean that they will 

think the same way as you do. 

 When you go have fun with 
friends, there is sure to be peer 
pressure of any kind. Maybe they all 
want to watch a movie that you 
don’t want to watch. It’s no different 
than when one of them, after a nice 
time of heavy boozing, decide that 
they are going to drive home and no 

one says anything otherwise.  

 Remember, it’s not just you 
who can make a bad judgment. 
Other people are around, they can 
be making those bad judgments, 

too.  

                                             

Editor’s Note: The Temple City 
Voice will not be publishing next 

week, April 8. 


