
The Relay for Life is an annual 
event that has students       
supporting the fight against 
cancer by running, this year in 

Live Oak park. 

 

BY VINCENT TSANG 

On April 14th and 15th, 
the Temple City High School‟s 
American Cancer Society Club 
will be hosting the annual Chi-
nese Southern-California Relay 
for Life event at Live Oak Park 
to support the fight against can-

cer.  

Everyone is invited to 
join the event to support cancer 
patients and the search for the 

cure. 

The event intends to 
raise funds for cancer research 
and cancer awareness, attract-
ing many people who have been 

impacted by the disease. 

“I got involved with relay 
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E-Waste collection held this weekend at TCHS 

Avant Garde Asked to 

Continue Assisting 

with Rosemead Project 

City Council approves $160k consultant 

agreement. 

  

BY VINCENT WEI  

The city council has approved a re-
vised agreement with Avant Garde Inc., asking 
the consultant to continue assisting Temple 
City with its Rosemead Boulevard improvement 

project.  

The Pomona-based group will be paid 
$160,000 to provide three core services,      
according to a November 1, 2011 report by 
Community Development Director Steve 

“Relay for Life” on Page 3 

Places to See and Things to Do During Summer 

“Rosemead Project” on Page 2 

To help support Temple City 
Grad Nite, TCHS is hosting 

an e-waste collection. 

 

BY JUSTIN LIN 

On April 14th and 
15th, Temple City High 
School will be having a free e
-waste collection to help sup-
port Grad Nite. The event will 
be held at Temple City High 
School parking lot from 9 AM 

to 3 PM. 

Any donations are 
welcome, include broken and 
used electronics. These in-
clude computers, TVs, moni-
tors, radios, ink/toner car-

tridges, and similar items.  

The event will be as-
sisted by Attan Recycling 
Corp. Attan is a “state-
approved disposal and recy-
cling company,” according to 
Chris Garcia, a representa-
tive from Attan Recycling 

“E-waste” on Page 2 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL NEWS ARTICLE  

Chen gives his insight on different exciting and           
enjoyable activities that one can look forward to in the 

summer. 

 

BY ALBERT CHEN 

It may seem far away right now, but summer will 
come before you know it. With no school, good weather, 
and plenty of opportunities to enjoy the outdoors, one 
should make plans for vacation and relaxation time ear-

ly.  

A popular place to visit during summer is a 

beach. Beaches are great places to enjoy the nice 
weather, spend time with friends, and get some exer-

cise.   

“The beach is very relaxing,” said Junior Pauline 

Chen, “It is a great escape from your daily stresses.” 

The Santa Monica beach is a favorite of many 
people because of the bike paths, volleyball courts, and 
parks located all around the area.  The Santa Monica 
Pier also provides additional entertainment.  At the pier, 
there is a Ferris wheel, a roller coaster, and several 
shops, which can keep both children and adults enter-

tained. “Summer” on Page 3 

SPRING BREAK: Students of TCUSD enjoyed 

their Spring Break by relaxing and having fun. 

Photo courtesy of Jonathan Tan 
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The Grad Nite Committee will fundraise through an e-waste 

collection Continued From Front Page 

Avant Garde will continue to assist the Rosemead Project 
Continued From Front Page 

e

Corp. 

Attan offers „electronic and computer recycling 
to help citizens help the environment and 
offers free e-waste removal services for 
businesses, schools & hospitals.‟ It is 

located in Chino California. 

The Temple City Grad Nite Com-
mittee has a few more fundraisers 
throughout the year to help raise  funds. 
The person in charge of e-waste as part 

of the 2012 committee is Kim Wunner.  

The Committee also recently held 
another fundraising event, “An Evening 
Under the Stars” on March 24th, from 7 

PM to 12 AM.  Earlier in the year, they held a Parking 

Lot sale along with independent sellers. 

The committee also sells Ram Cards, 
which offer discounts to local dining loca-
tions and fast food restaurants. If anyone 
has extra old electronics, please come to 
the high school to donate to help support 

Grad Nite. 

 Grad Nite this year will be on 
Graduation Day, on June 15th. For more 
information on how to support Grad Nite, 
please visit the website or speak to Kim 

Sickles, the Grad Nite Committee Chair. 

 

Masura.  

The services include serving as a liaison be-
tween the city and Caltrans, a state-level agency, man-
aging the program and funds, and monitoring to ensure 

compliance with federal labor laws.  

A major task for Avant Garde will be to “assist 
the city in obtaining required Caltrans clearance,” Direc-

tor Masura wrote.  

The overall scope of the agreement will last for 

27 months.  

In addition to Avant Garde, the city has hired 
two other consultants for work on the improvement pro-
ject: Vanir Construction Management and Gruen Asso-

ciates. 

Vanir is the project manager and Gruen is the 

project designer.  

Earlier this year, the city council brought the 
value of the project manager‟s contract up to 
$350,000. The project designer‟s contract is valued 

at $907,833.  

The beautification project was once projected to 
cost $9 million. However, due to the city‟s (and with 
the assistance of Avant Garde) success with obtain-
ing grants, the project now has up to $17 million in 
funding. There are 14 different funding sources, 
including grants from local, state, and federal agen-

cies.  

The project is the city‟s latest endeavor to re-
make the image of Temple City. There are plans to 
introduce energy-efficient lighting, pedestrian-
friendly enhancements, drought-resistant landscap-

ing, public art, and protected bicycle lanes.  

On Fridays, Councilmembers Carl Blum and 

Vincent Yu co-chair meetings on the project at City 

Hall.  

This week’s comic strip was designed by Ivana Lee. 

e
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Relay for Life will help cancer 

victims and fight for a cure 
Continued From Front Page 

Planning activities for summer vacation Continued from Front Page 

e

when my mom was almost diag-
nosed with cancer,” said American 
Cancer Society Officer Charles Li. 
“Though it was a false alarm, the 
incident made me realize how can-

cer can really impact others.” 

The day will begin with an 
Opening Ceremony at 10 AM to wel-
come all the participants. The cere-
mony will kick off with a lion dance 
and proceed with multiple speakers, 
including U.S. Congresswoman Judy 
Chu and Temple City Mayor Vincent 

Yu.  

After the speakers, the cele-
bration will continue onto the Survi-
vor‟s Lap around the park to com-
memorate those who have survived 

cancer. 

Throughout the afternoon, 
the event will also be hosting diverse 
activities including a free throw con-
test, a watermelon eating contest, a 
guitar performance, and a hip hop 
dancing period, allowing participants 

of all ages to enjoy the celebration. 

In the evening, the re-
lay will begin its Luminaria Cer-
emony, a nighttime event that is 
decorated with candles to 
peacefully honor those who 

have been touched with cancer.  

The ceremony will also 
feature a violin performance, a 
cancer survivor story, and a 

movie to end the night. 

The next morning, the 
event will conclude with the 
Fight Back Ceremony. During 
this time, event hosts will thank 
the participants and give final 
words, before ending the event 

with a final lap around the park. 

 The Chinese Southern-
American Relay for Life is an 
annual event at Temple City 
that invites volunteers and booths 
from all over the San Gabriel Valley. 
The purpose of it is to reach out to 
the Chinese community as well as all 
those touched by cancer, and to 
unite them to help victims and moti-

vate them to keep fighting. 

 For more information, visit 
the main website at http://
www.relayforlife.org/ or their Face-
book at www.facebook.com/

RelaySoCalChinese. 
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Another outdoor 
destination is the Eaton 
Canyon Natural Area in 
Pasadena.  Its serene trail 

and 
beautiful 
scenery 
make it a 
great 
place to 
relax.  At 
the end 
of the 
trail, hik-
ers are 
rewarded 
with a 
wonder-
ful view 
of the 
Eaton 
Canyon 

Falls.   

“It‟s a nice place 
where you can connect 
with nature,” said junior 

David Tran, “You can hear 
the creek when you are 

hiking.” 

The journey to the 
falls is around three and 
three quarters of a mile 

with little incline. 

Another great hik-
ing area is the Mt. Wilson 
Trail located in Sierra Ma-
dre.  It is a challenging hike 
with a steady slope, but it 
is well worth the ef-
fort.  The trail is well main-
tained and there is plenty 
of scenery to enjoy.  The 
entire trail is about 13 
miles long and, like the 
Eaton Canyon trail, there is 
a small creek along the 

path. 

If hiking and beach 
parties don‟t sound appeal-
ing, there‟s also the option 
of traveling even farther 
and seeing the piers of 
San Francisco, the ex-
panse of the Death Valley, 
or the marvel of the Califor-

nia Coast. 

Summer is also a 
good time to try something 
new, so it‟s a good time to 
invest in internships, jobs, 

or driving lessons. 

Remember, even if 
you have a lot of summer 
homework or SAT classes, 

there‟s still time to relax. 
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Eaton Canyon provides a scenic hiking trail 

for many.                 Photo Courtesy of Amy Fan 
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 It‟s not an uncommonly known fact that 
there‟s a lot of sexism and racism involved in          

Hollywood, or the film industry itself.  

 Recently, the Bechdel test was devised to 
calculate the amount of attention given to female    
characters in movies by the amount of interaction. 
Despite the fact that a movie only needs to have a 
simple conversation (that‟s not about a man) between 
two women to pass, it‟s unnatural that so many      
movies fail it. It has also been adjusted to calculate 
the amount of interaction between minorities, which, 

according to the results, is almost none. 

 Nowadays, screenwriters and directors are 
trying to be more politically correct in satisfying other 
minorities, races, underrepresented groups, but it‟s 
sometimes handled woodenly, as if it‟s just being 

done for the sake of avoiding blame. 

 We can‟t just point fingers sometimes at     
individual projects and accuse each work of not     
meeting a certain quota. At the same time, it‟s clear 
from that the situation is not changing when viewers 
see the same stereotypical, white-washed,              
homophobic, or misogynistic films come out year after 

year. 

 When we apply questions about sexism and 
racism, a lot of interesting questions come up. Is Pixar 
sexist because of their lack of female characters, 
(despite the fact that almost every female character is 
strong and admirable?) Should Disney be obligated to 
make princess movies of every color? Though the 
television show Glee has many minority characters, is 

it racist that they‟re all in the background? 

 I think it should be a pleasure for people to 
add diversity, not a reluctant obligation — filled with 
pointless background characters and distorted views. 
The passion or lack of it, can be sensed through the 

depictions and dialogue. 

 It might be easy to fall back on stereotypes, 
but there‟s a way to emphasize on strong, diverse, 
and positive characters without detracting from them. I 
think the problem is that the film industry tends to    
believe that people can‟t identify with characters that 

aren‟t like them. 

 Television shows and movies that feature all 
non-white casts like Avatar: The Last Airbender and 
Memoirs of a Geisha prove that a story can be just as 
compelling with minority characters. Female-centered 
movies and shows like Bridesmaids and My Little    
Pony show that stories with “a lot of females” can still 
appeal to males. At the same time, GBLT characters 
in shows such as Glee and movies like Brokeback 

Mountain also appeal to a general audience.  

 We all have stories that are worth telling. 

 And honestly, though characters are          
influenced by his/her background, they don‟t need to 

be white/male/straight/etc to be a great character.  

 Anyone can save the world. 

 

Amy Fan is the editor-in-chief of the Temple City 
Voice. She is a senior at Temple City High School. 

Amy enjoys writing and drinking tea. 
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