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Relay for Life Event Held Last Weekend 

EVERY 15 MINUTES: Firefighters dismantle a 
wrecked car to retrieve unconscious student 
bodies in a re-enactment for Temple City High 

School’s “Every 15 Minutes” program. 

REACHING OUT , ONE VOICE AT A T IME 

Chavez was elected mayor unanimously on 

March 21.  

 

BY DANNY TSANG 

The Temple City Voice recently spoke 
with Temple City Mayor Tom Chavez, who was 

elected to the position last month.  

Chavez, who served as mayor pro tem-
pore in 2010-2011, was unanimously elected by 
his colleagues to replace Councilman Fernando 
Vizcarra, during the March 21 city council meet-
ing. Councilman Vincent Yu was selected to 
serve as mayor pro 

tempore.   

An Interview with Temple 

City Mayor Tom Chavez 

“Mayor Chavez” on Page 2 

Trash Poll 

Shows        

Residents     

Favor Status 

Quo 

Three lucky participants will 
receive a complimentary year 

of trash service. 

 

BY RAYMOND TRAN  

 Over a majority of 
Temple City residents favor 
keeping the status quo, at 
least when it comes to waste 

collection. 

 The city of Temple 
City released the results of a 
recent poll taken on Thursday, 

June 10, 2010. 

 Co-sponsored by the 
city of Temple City and Athens 
Services Inc., the survey 
asked Temple City residents to 
select one of four waste collec-

tion options.  

“Survey” on Page 2 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL 

NEWS ARTICLE  Relay for 

Life Held to 

Celebrate 

Cancer 

Awareness 

The Southern California 
Chinese Relay for Life 
event took place to raise 
m o n e y  f o r  c a n c e r        
awareness, targeted at the 

Chinese community. 

 

BY AMY FAN  

The second annual 
Chinese Southern California 
Relay for Life was held at 
Live Oak Park in Temple City 
at 10AM on April 16th, to 
raise money and awareness 
for cancer research while 

supporting survivors. 

The Chinese South-
ern California Relay for Life, 
a section of the original Relay 
for Life event, was created to 
reach out to a larger Chinese 
community. It was sponsored 
b y 
t h e “Relay for Life on Page 3 
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A majority of Temple City residents favor keeping the status 

quo for trash pick-up Continued from Front Page 
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An Interview with Temple City’s Mayor Continued from Front Page 
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 Fifty-three percent of respondents supported no 
changes, or having trash picked up manually twice per 

week.  

 The runner up was having waste collected once 
per week: 17 percent of those polled supported this op-

tion.  

 Only 16 percent want to switch to a three-bin 
automatic pick up system; 14 percent want to switch to 

a two-bin automatic pick up system.  

 Assistant to the City Manager Gary Flod called 

the participation rate “successful.”  

 More than 8000 surveys were mailed to resi-

dents; 43 percent of that number responded.  

 In addition, residents could have also voiced 
their opinion in an online survey that was posted on the 

City’s website.  

 “The purpose of this survey is to solicit resi-
dents’ input through the selection of one of four waste 
collection options,” City Manager Jose Pulido said in 

April. 

 The waste collection surveys were available in 

three languages: English, Chinese, and Spanish.  

 Now, the City Council will decide whether to 

take an action or not.  

 Also, three lucky winners will be selected out of 
the pool of participants to win a year’s worth of trash 
collection for free. The winners will be named on June 

15.  

Note To Readers:  

To read “Ad Hoc Committee Formed to Tackle 

Ethics and Standards in Temple City” please visit 

our blog at http://templecityvoice.wordpress.com.  

 As mayor, Chavez plans to 
move Temple City forward by com-
municating and collaborating exten-
sively with the community and other 

members of the City Council.  

 “We have a very progres-
sive and goal-oriented council,” 

Mayor Chavez said.  

 To guarantee that the City 
maintains its high-quality lifestyle, 
Chavez plans to push for reforms on 
the Gateway Plaza, which sits va-
cant on the corner of Las Tunas 

Drive and Rosemead Boulevard.  

 “We will continue with our 
efforts of business retention and 
attraction with the intent of creating 
and maintaining job opportunities 

locally,” he also said.  

 Some of the mayor’s goals 
include enhancing the City’s web-
site, produce a citizen’s academy to 
enlighten Temple City residents 
about how local government func-

tions, update city codes and boost 
code enforcement, instituting a city-
wide art and design program, and 

updating the City’s General Plan.  

 Chavez’s long-term plans 
include engaging social programs 
that focus on connecting the youth 
and senior citizens of Temple City, 
as well as developing strong con-
nections with local agencies such as 
clergy and congregations in Temple 
City. The mayor also anticipates 
working the local school districts to 

generate joint ventures. 

 Chavez, a former Parks and 
Recreation commissioner, was 
elected to the City Council in March 
2009. His term expires in March 

2013.  

 Chavez will serve as Tem-
ple City’s mayor for one-year. His 

term will expire in 2012.  

 

Temple City Mayor Tom Chavez 

 

Photo Courtesy of City of Temple City 



American Cancer Society club at Temple City High 

School, and lasted 24 hours. 

The event was divided into three parts following 
its mantra: Celebrate, Fight Back, and Remember. 
Teams and supporters were encouraged to walk around 
the Oak Park field to raise money, while a special survi-

vor walk was designated for cancer survivors.  

A luminary ceremony, known as “Luminaria”,  
was hosted with candles and paper bags to remember 
those lost to cancer and those currently fighting it. Fi-
nally, attendees were encouraged to make healthy deci-

sions of their own to prevent cancer.  

The event raised $22,000, with twice the 

amount of teams as the year before. 

“We definitely had a bigger group this year,” 
said the Event Publicity Chair, Alyssa Hu. “We actually 
had 30 teams from Temple City High School and other 

high schools, so there were a lot of participants.”  

Volunteers who helped out at the event came 
from high schools around Southern California, and also 

included official American Cancer Society members.  

Groups and organizations such as City Council 
and the Chamber of Commerce also had their own 

teams and campsites. 

Participants who camped out on the 
grass, donated, and walked to raise money ex-

pressed positive thoughts about the program. 

“A lot of the youth like this because it’s 
fun to hang out with their friends,” said Oak Ave-
nue teacher John Howard. “But they realize that 
they’re not just hanging out with their friends -- 

they’re making a difference.” 

During the event, food was given out 
from sponsors, and booths were held by organi-
zations such as the Buddhist Tzu Chi Founda-

tion. 

For entertainment, special perform-
ances, testimonies, and speeches were given at 
various times, including small dance groups, 
martial arts performances, and Taiko drum play-

ers.  

Special guest appearances included 
Mike Ng, an assemblyman of California, and Liz 
Pha, a previous American Idol contestants. The 
performances continued until 12AM, and fin-
ished in the morning with a closing ceremony 

and a final lap. 

According to Senior Stephanie Tran, the positive 
effect of the event extended beyond the amount of 

money raised, to personal awareness as well. 

“By educating the public by raising funds for re-
search, we’re also opening people’s eyes to smaller but 
just as important aspects of cancer,” she said. “Such as 

prevention or leading a healthier lifestyle.”  

Donations can still be accepted on the Relay for 
Life website or to the American Cancer Society club on 

Temple City High School. 
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Relay for Life event focuses on cancer awareness Continued 

from Front Page 
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 It is very true that in various ways, stores that 
prepare sales in light of holidays can be quite benefi-
cial for consumers, especially since holidays often 
come with gifts and goodies.  However, it is very true 
that this  concept of taking advantage of holidays to 
spur more shopping and more monetary exchanges 

can be quite frustrating. 

 The concept of sales on a holiday is quite un-
derstandable. However, it is very easy to lose focus 
on just how far to take it and go overboard, such as all 
the Christmas sales going on before Halloween even 

begins.  

 Whereas Black Friday usually marks the tradi-
tional start of Christmas sales, we have these sales 
coming about a month too early, making the concept 
largely ridiculous and blowing out our suspension of 
disbelief that these sales are convenient to us and not 
more convenient to corporations and stores who can 
reap great profit by taking advantage of the consumer 

need to shop on special holidays. 

 This concept has expanded greatly to holidays 
where gifts and purchases are traditionally not associ-
ated. Whereas Christmas, Thanksgiving, and Easter 
all have traditions in gifts such as toys, food, and 
chocolates respectively, more “mundane” holidays 
such as President’s Day and Groundhog’s Day find 

themselves to be greatly commercialized.  

 Furthermore, most of the time, the sales have 
no bearing on the actual holiday itself. It’s all a big 
marketing scheme! There is often car sales on Presi-
dent’s Day but I sincerely doubt that cars have any 
bearing on remembering George Washington or Abra-
ham Lincoln, especially when neither of them have 

ever seen a car, much less know what one is. 

 I know that especially in a free market, it is 
ultimately up to the producers to do what they want to 
do and that what anyone says has no bearing on how 
they want to run their business, but I’m sure that many 
people find it ridiculous. Commercializing holidays is 

just ridiculous.  

 If a company wants to have a sale, they can 
have one without dragging in a non-associated holiday 
into the picture and botching up most people’s percep-
tions of it. I’m sure no one is going to think twice about 

it. I mean, a sale is a sale, right? 

 Does it really matter under what circum-
stances there is a sale or do you only care that there 

is a sale to begin with? 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

PLEASE RECYCLE! 

     Letters to the Editor...  
 

   Can be sent to our  
  P.O. Box 1255 

Temple City, CA 91780 

Phone: 626 - 993 - 8241 
 

Blog:  
http://templecityvoice.wordpress.com 
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Interested in sponsoring the Temple City Voice?  

Send an e-mail! 

EDITOR’S COLUMN: 
COMMERCIALIZING HOLIDAYS 

April           22       Good Friday 

 

  24      Easter 

 

  26   TC Council PTA Board Mtg. 

   @District Office, 7:00 P.M. 

 

       Planning Commission Meeting 

      @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

   

  28         Cal State PTA Convention 

      @Long Beach (4/28—5/1) 

Jason 


