
Temple City Schools Go Through CST Testing Week 

CST TESTING: The Temple City schools had 

CST testing during the third week of April. 
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Sophomore in college, Ivy Vuong, shares 

insight on high school and college.  

 

BY KEVIN WU 

Ivy Vuong, current sophomore of UC 
Berkeley, catches up with Temple City Voice 
on her current activities and reflects upon high 

school and college experiences. 

Vuong has worked as a former staff 
writer and artist; her last position being the art 

manager of 2009-2012. 
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Collins offers tips on how to 
ace AP tests before the week 

of testing. 

 

BY MICHAEL COLLINS 

The AP testing period is 
almost here, and students must 
ready their minds for the men-
tally-taxing trials of taking one, 
two, or even more AP tests in 

the course of two weeks. 

AP testing, a time of 
much stress at the high school, 
affects and alters the lifestyle of 

many of TCHS’ students.  

The effects are stagger-
ing, and may include, but are 
not limited to: large amounts of 
studying, conflicts amongst par-
ent and student, purchasing of 
excessive materials, unusually 
large amounts of stress, as well 

as minimal sleep.  

But AP tests don’t have 
to be as demanding as you’d 

think.  

“AP Testing” on Page 3 

Laws deal with shopping 

carts, foreclosed properties. 

 

BY AMY FAN  

 The city council re-
cently adopted three new and 
revised local ordinances that 
address shopping and laundry 
carts, foreclosed properties, 
as well as regulations involv-

ing public nuisances.  

 The news laws came 
before the entire city council 
after the City Codes ad hoc 
committee, composed of Tem-
ple City Councilmembers Tom 
Chavez and Cynthia 
Sternquist, worked with City 
Hall employees to resolve 
concerns brought up by resi-
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Ordinances allow City to better address public nuisance Continued from Front 

Page 
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This week’s comic was designed by Jessie Chen. 

be fined up to $50 per cart.  

 Another ordinance, the abandoned and vacant 
property registration regulation, establishes a program to 
require banks to accept responsibility for maintaining 

and securing properties that they own.  

 Ordinance 11-949 would mandate that banks 
report vacancies to City Hall within 10 days, and like 
Temple City residents and business owners, maintain 

their properties. 

 The last ordinance, Ordinance 11-950, deals 
with the city’s code on public nuisances. It defines public 
nuisances, procedures to abate the problems, and the 

process in which citations are administered.  

 All proposed ordinances were passed, by first 

reading only, unanimously.  

 However, an amendment by Councilmember 
Carl Blum, which enables vehicles to be parked or 
stored on any paved or unpaved surface within a proper-

ty’s front yard setback, passed 3-2.  

 Councilmembers Chavez and Fernando 

Vizcarra dissented.  

 The city council still needs to approve the 
ordinances a second time. Thirty days later, the 

ordinances will take effect.  

dents.  

 Community Preservation Supervisor Robert 
Sahagan and City Prosecutor James Eckert gave an 
overview of the proposed laws during the city council 

meeting on November 15, 2011.  

 “It is Community Preservation [Division]’s sole 
purpose to maintain and increase the quality of life for 

Temple City residents,” Mr. Sahagan said. 

 The first ordinance tackles the issue of “left 
behind” shopping carts, those which are taken away 

(often without permission) from a business’s property.  

 Ordinance 11-948 would require certain busi-
nesses to report to City Hall information related to how 
many shopping carts they own and whether labels 
would be placed on carts. Additionally, the ordinance 
would require businesses to provide a plan to contain 

carts on their premises.  

 Businesses who fail to adhere to the rule could 
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Advice for AP Students attempting 

one or more tests Continued from Front Page 

Vuong catches up with The Voice 
Continued From Front Page  

Sure, they’re highly valua-
ble towards your collegiate futures 
and in lessening the required clas-
ses to complete in order to pursue 
your career, but these tests don’t 
have to make you break down 
and cry every time you open a 

study book. 

By taking practice tests 
ahead of time, you can ensure 
yourself a heightened confidence 
when you step into the actual AP 

testing environment.  

Also, limit your study time 
to the hours of the day where you 
aren’t drop-dead tired. Research 
shows that ineffective memoriza-
tion and study is a result of little 

sleep.  

If possible, in your hectic, 
AP-filled lives, get as much sleep 
as possible in order to remain op-

timistic and studious in this crunch 

time before the exams. 

Also, if during your study 
sessions you’re finding yourself 
angry or unusually stressed, take 
a break, and relax in whatever 

way suits you the most. 

“Take a break if you’ve 
studied for too long,” Junior 
Jacqueline Wong said. “I drink 
chamomile tea in order to prevent 

as much stress as possible.” 

So study on, Temple City 
High students, for your futures 
can be greatly improved by doing 
so; but take it easy, these tests 
aren’t the end of the world, and 
you’re all capable of getting your 

desired scores. 

Good luck! 

e

THE WEEKLY CALENDAR 

APRIL 28 

DREAM CARVER PUPPET SHOW 

TEMPLE C ITY LIBRARY, 3 P.M. 

& 

TCHS AUXILARIES SPRING SHOW 

TCHS GYM, 7 P.M. 

 

MAY 2 

BASEBALL GAME 

TEMPLE C ITY H.S., 3:30 P.M. 

 

MAY 4 

BRIGHTER S IDE EXTRAVAGANZA 

TCHS, 7 P.M. 

 

MAY 15 

JAZZ IN THE PARK 

TEMPLE C ITY PARK, 6 P.M. 

 Currently finishing 
up her sophomore year at Berkeley, 
Vuong has been majoring in Cellular 

and Molecular Biology. Not only a 
diligent student, Vuong has also 

been involved in diverse activities. 

“I am involved with The Cali-
fornians, which is a leadership or-
ganization that works with alumni 
relations and university relations,” 
said Vuong. “This summer I will be 
interning at the Lawrence Hall of Sci-
ence up in the Berkeley Hills and 

cannot wait to start.” 

As someone who has experi-
enced the fear of moving from a high 
school campus to a college campus, 
Vuong gives some advice to new 

incoming college freshman. 

“The biggest difference I ex-
perienced was coming from a gradu-
ating class of around 500 students at 
Temple City High School to a fresh-

men class of over 6000 students at 
Berkeley, she said. “Although colleg-
es vary in all different sizes, I feel like 
you really have to be intentional, pro-

active, and put yourself out there.” 

Remembering her time spent 
in Temple City Voice, Vuong recalls 
the time she spent at the Voice as a 

valuable experience and opportunity. 

“I value my experience with 
Temple City Voice and my experi-
ence can be characterized by the 
word: opportunity. From writing arti-
cles, attending school board meet-
ings, to even our Saturday meetings, 
I think I got the opportunity to see the 
city in a unique light and the oppor-
tunity to develop friendships as well 

professional skills.” 
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 Like most Americans, including many Temple 

City residents, I celebrated Easter earlier this month.  

 Some of you already know that I am a       
Christian. In fact, I have occasionally spoken about my 

religious beliefs.  

 I became a Christian as a young boy. At the 
age of 20, I was baptized at a church I worshiped at 

while I attending college.  

 And as I grew in my faith, I have come to better 

understand what Christianity is all about.  

 However, just like many of you, including     
believers and nonbelievers alike, I struggle in life. 
Sometimes, these “struggles” lead to what my former 

pastor would call “drifting.” 

 It’s true. I must admit that I, too, have drifted.  

 Often times, I ask myself, “What is my purpose 
in life?” Or along the lines of, “What is God’s purpose 

for me in life?”  

 I guess, it’s human nature to question who we 

are and what purpose we have on this earth.  

 As Christians, I have been taught (and I      
personally believe) that it is our duty to love God and 

love others.  

 In fact, that was the answer Jesus gave when 

he was asked what the greatest commandment was. 

 What does loving God and loving others 

mean?  

 Well, I’m not really a preacher, but here are 

some questions that come to mind. 

 Who do I serve and how do I serve him or her? 
What reaction would I have if I encountered a        
homeless person asking for money, or perhaps, food? 
When I receive my paycheck, what portion do I give 

back to God?   

 Christianity is much more than accepting Jesus 
Christ as Savior and Lord, or calling oneself a believer. 
It’s also about our actions and whether our lives have 

truly been transformed.    

 This April, I really wrestled with the faith of 
Christianity and the responsibilities that we, as       

Christians have. 

 I’m not perfect and I have made my fair share 
of mistakes. I also know that there is still much more to 

learn.   

 Perhaps, through wrestling with my faith, I 
strengthen my understanding of God and His purpose 

for me.  
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