
In light of the death of the    
principal last year, the literacy 

night will not happen. 

 

BY VINCENT WEI 

La Rosa Leap into Liter-
acy was canceled due to the 
passing away of their beloved 
principal, Tiffany Haeberlin, a 

year ago. 

The anniversary of her 
death was coming up, so in or-
der to prevent confusion, the 
Leap into Literacy event will be 
postponed till further notice. The 
event was scheduled for Thurs-
day, May 19 from 6:30 p.m. to 8 
p.m. and was supposed to sup-

port their annual Book fair. 

Leap into Literacy was 
supposed to start off with distin-
guished teachers, district em-
ployees or community members 
reading to the children. After the 
readers finished their books, the 
children were allowed to partici-
pate in art 

High 

School 

Students 

Take AP 

Tests 

©   ALL RIGHTS  RESERVED MAY 20, 2011 

REACHING OUT , ONE VOICE AT A T IME 

Temple City  
   Voice

 

   Local News          Politics          Science/Environment          Sports          Entertainment           Life          Opinion  

La Rosa School 
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Postpones 

“Leap Into    

Literacy Night” 

High School Students Rally to Protest against Pink Slips 

Pulido Wants to 

Shake up City Hall 

PROM: Temple City High School                  
upperclassmen attended this year’s prom, 
which was held at the Sherwood  Country Club 

in Thousand Oaks on May 14.   

The City Manager proposes to eliminate and 

reform city departments.  

 

BY RAYMOND TRAN    

The man in charge of City Hall’s daily 
affairs on Thursday presented his plan to reor-

ganize City Hall. 

Jose Pulido, who became city manager 
last October, first unveiled his proposal at a 
special city council meeting on Tuesday, June 

22.  

His “road map” 
“La Rosa” on Page 2 

City Still Plans to Look into Athens Contract 

“Pulido” on Page 3  

Students took the AP      
exams during the first two 

weeks of May.  

 

BY TRACY CHEN 

 A good deal of high 
school students would even-
tually take Advanced Place-
ment classes and then deal 
with the notorious AP tests 

that swing by in early May. 

 T h e  A d v a n c e d 
Placement courses are high 
school classes of the college-
level that prepare students 
for the AP test that comes in 
May. By receiving an ade-
quate score on the test, it is 
possible to “skip” or exempt 
the class in college, as the 
credit would have already 
been earned. As a college-
level course, grade point-

“AP Tests” on Page 2 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL NEWS ARTICLE  

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL NEWS ARTICLE  

City Council raises questions about waste hauler’s 

contract as it approves a rate increase.  

 

BY TAYLOR EVANKO  

 The City Council on Tuesday approved a re-
quest to increase trash collection fees as it continued to 

raise questions about the 30-year evergreen contract.  

 Athens Services, Temple City’s exclusive trash 
hauler, asked for a 1.9 percent increase. The rate ad-

justment increases fees from $27.74 to $28.86.  

 One Temple City resident spoke against the 
fees during the June 29, 2010 special city council meet-

ing.  

 Councilman Vincent Yu, a member of the Ath-
ens ad hoc committee, asked staff whether the figures 
that justified the increase were independently confirmed 
by the City. Financial Services Monica Molina answered 

yes.  

 The City Attorney also 
“Athens” on Page 3 
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This week’s comic strips were designed by Michelle Cao. 

Advanced Placement tests students for college-level 

credit Continued From Front Page 

La Rosa school cancels its annual “Leap Into Literacy 

Night” in light of former principal’s death Continued From Front Page 

e

wise, the class is ranked the same as an honors course 

in calculating the grade-point average (GPA). 

 “AP tests are [relatively] easy,” Senior Alan Zhu 
said. “However, there is a lot to relearn, which usually 

involves cramming.” 

 The AP test is cumulative and based on a very 
strict set of standards that are to be studied. AP classes 
offered focus not on the class in a high-school perspec-
tive, but more so on preparation for the test. As such, 
the majority of work is done independently, studying 

from textbooks and prep books. 

 Although there are 34 AP tests that can be 
taken, ranging from Chinese Language and Culture to 
Statistics, most schools only offer a portion of the pre-
paratory classes, as AP teachers are required to be cer-
tified by the College Board, the maker of the tests and 

also the company that offers the SAT. 

 Nation-wide, the AP tests began on May 2, end-
ing on the 13, with two exams offered each day, in the 
morning and the afternoon, averaging about 4 hours in 
duration. The scores are calculated out of 5 points, with 

scores of 3 and higher qualifying for potential AP credit. 

 Colleges and universities today look for AP 
scores when reviewing college admissions applications. 
Although not all schools accept AP credit, the presence 
of a qualified score bears heavily on the decision of ad-

mission, other than GPA and SAT score. 

“These tests help determine what college you 
get into,” Szu Tseng said. “Sometimes, you might get 
into a really good college just because the number of 

AP tests you take and pass.” 

e

and crafts. The 
event was mainly for 
kids to learn and 
have fun at the 

same time. 

“This event was a 
success last year, 
said La Rosa Librar-
ian Dee Moreno, 
“We invited South 
Pasadena Police 
C h i e f  J o s e p h 
Payne; Pasadena 
Police Chief Philip 

Sanchez; Fire Captain of USFS Station #16 Christopher 
St. Pierre; City of LA Firefighter/Paramedic Nelson 
Quan; Alhambra USPS letter carrier Vince Rodriguez; 

Army National Guard member Jonetta Green; Podiatrist 
Dr. Michael Di Giuseppe; La Rosa Principal Michael Lin; 
and La Rosa Special Day Teacher Roxanna Pena  to 

read to the little children.” 

Moreno was in sorrow that the Leap into Liter-

acy event was canceled. 

“We had to cancel it because the misfortunes in 
our school,” Librarian Moreno said, “We will hopefully 

get it together and hold one soon again.” 

 Even thought this program was canceled, it still 
takes a considerable amount of time and effort and the 
Temple City thanks the PTA representatives and staff 

that work so hard to put this event together. 

On a good note, the school will still be holding 
its annual Book Fair just in time for Open House. The 
Book Fair will last all of next week and all purchases will 

help support the school.  

The Family Reading Night will also require help 

soon; however, no date was given.  

If anyone is still interested, please visit La Rosa 
Elementary School website at http://www.edline.net/

pages/larosa. 

Or for more information about other TCUSD-
related events, call (626) 548-5000 or visit the website 

at www.tcusd.net.  
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Pulido wants changes at City Hall   
Continued From Front Page 
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includes eliminating an entire city 
department, shaking up two existing 
city departments, as well as securing 
professional contracts to make the 
City become “a high performance 

organization.”  

“I am proposing to reorgan-
ize two departments and to dissolve 
one department, while eliminating 
three full-time positions and adding 
three full-time positions,” Pulido 
wrote in his June 24, 2010 weekly 

city manager’s report.  

The affected city depart-
ments include the Community Devel-
opment, Parks and Recreation, and 

Public Services departments.  

Pulido has proposed to 
eliminate the Public Services Depart-
ment, along with its manager and 

secretary.  

For the Parks and Recrea-
tion Department, the city manager 
plans to merge the “Tree Crew” with 
the existing department. If approved, 
the merger would become effective 

June 30.  

The city manager also plans 
to merge existing agencies, the Ani-
mal Control, Code Enforcement, 
Parking, Emergency Preparedness, 
and Maintenance, with the Commu-
nity Development Department. If ap-
proved, the mergers would also be 
effective June 30. Eventually, the 
community development director, a 
new position created, would be the 

head of the new department.  

Besides eliminating the two 
Public Services employees, Pulido 
plans to eliminate the current assis-
tant to the city manager position. He 
also wants to add a new code en-
forcement supervisor, as well as an 
economic development manager 
who will also serve as an assistant to 

the city manager.  

In addition to personnel 
changes, Pulido is asking the City 
Council to approve a number of pro-

fessional services contracts. 

“Through a series of profes-
sional services contracts, the City 
will be in a position to undertake a 
number of projects and/or programs 
that will take the City from the dark 

ages to modern technology,” he said. 

For example, one contract 

would lead to a new City webpage.   

The fiscal year budget will 
still produce a budget surplus of 
$99,170, which will add to the exist-
ing $21 million Temple City has in its 

general reserves.  

However, City Hall employ-
ees will have to contribute 1 percent 
of their salaries toward their pension, 
have their optional medical benefits 
reduced, as well as a freeze in salary 

step increases.  

The City Council will be 
asked to approve Pulido’s budget at 

the forthcoming meeting on June 29.  

e

e

City approves rate increase Continued from Front Page 

indicated that the increase was a 

“contractual obligation,” Yu also said.  

 Yu, who was first elected to 
the City Council in March 2009, sug-
gested that the City consider an au-

dit. 

 The mayor concurred with 

his idea. 

 “When you talk about audits, 
I don’t mind seeing one myself,” 

Mayor Fernando Vizcarra echoed.  

 Tom Chavez, the other city 
councilmember on the ad hoc com-
mittee, reiterated that he and Yu still 
intend to tackle the 30-year ever-

green contract issue. 

 “I don’t want anyone out 
there to feel that we’re done with this 

issue,” he said. “We are not.”   

 Chavez noted that the City 
Council is limited by a contract ap-

proved by a previous City Council.  

 The current Athens Services 
contract renews itself every year. In 
other words, the contract will expire 

in 2040 this year. Next year, the con-

tract will expire in 2041.  

 In response to residents’ 
complaints, in August 2009, the City 
Council created an ad hoc committee 
to examine waste collection services 

in Temple City. 

 Earlier this year, the City 
Council and Athens Services jointly 
authored a survey to gauge the opin-
ions of residents on trash collection 
services. The survey gave residents 
four options to select from and was 

released in April.  

 In May, the City announced 
that a majority of residents favored 
maintaining the status quo. Forty-
three percent of Temple City’s 

households participated.  

 

Editor’s Note: To see “Project     
Management Firm to be Selected for 
Rosemead Boulevard Project,” 
please visit our blog at http://

templecityvoice.wordpress.com.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
May           20               Budget Cuts Meeting 

      @TCHS Room 601, 12:00 P.M. 

 

         22  4th Grade Heritage Trip 

 

         24                   Pops Concert 

@TCHS North Field, 7:00 P.M. 

 

         30         Memorial Day Holiday 

          

         31   TC Council/PTA Meeting 

6:30 P.M. 
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 A big thing that students 
find irksome when receiving their 
AP scores is when they find that 
their schools do not accept AP 

credit. 

 With the budget cuts in all 
California public schools, colleges 
are finding it harder and harder to 
retain money on campus. In re-
sponse, some schools have a man-
datory housing for freshmen stu-

dents and raising tuition prices. 

 Another way to keep money 
in is by excluding AP credit to be 
counted towards college. The AP 
test essentially pardons students 
from taking the class in college be-
cause they have already taken the 

class at a college-level.  

 Since the test is made and 
administered by the College Board, 
a private company, it isn’t official 
and the acceptance of AP credit is 

not mandatory, nor obligatory. That 
being said, it’s not outrageous when 
we find that our AP credits are null 

and void at our school of choice.  

 Yes, it is bothersome when 
we have to pay near a $100 per test 
only to not have it count for any-
thing other than admission, but it’s 
not something we should be com-
pletely irritable about. This issue is 
not something that we can have any 

effect on.  

 Also, since it was our 
choice to take the class, our choice 
to take the test, and our choice to 
pay for it, it doesn’t always seem 
right that we complain about it, es-
pecially when we know that it could 
be very possible. In fact, I think 
most people are warned of that pos-

sibility because it’s so big. 

 Despite the disadvantages, 
it is not the fault of the colleges for 

these decisions, especially not with 
the economic recession we still go 
through today. With the necessary 
cutbacks, although money for col-
lege and its expenses are a large 

and irritable presence,  

 Maybe one day, like with 
AP tests, other irksome tests 
(especially those with no legitimate 
academic merit) will not have any 
bearing on college admission, like 
the SAT currently does. For the 
time being, I guess that we just 

have to deal with it. 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note: Due to Advanced 
Placement Testing, the Temple City 
Voice did not publish on May 6 and 
13, 2011. We apologize for the lack 

of advanced notice.   


