
Students express their opin-
ions regarding the district’s 
decision to issue pink slips to 

high school teachers.  . 

 

BY KEVIN WU 

 On May 25 at the 
TCUSD District Office, Temple 
City High School students 
voiced their opinions by protest-
ing recent layoffs notices to 

teachers due to budget cuts. 

  Kyle Evanko, a sopho-
more of Temple City High 
School, organized the protest 
through Facebook, where he 
garnered support from over 240 

students. 

  “Protest together at the 
district office, and let the stu-
dents' voices about the budget 
cuts be heard,” Evanko wrote, 
enticing students to attend the 
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L.A. County Honors Temple City High School ROP Student  

Agency Approves         

Agreement with Habitat 

for Humanity  

COUNTY RECOGNITION : Temple City High 
School ROP student Juan Saldana was      
recently honored by the County of Los Angeles 

for his excellent culinary skills.  

Photo Courtesy of TCUSD   

Five Temple City families to benefit from this 

fiscal year’s “Brush with Kindness” program.  

 

BY TAYLOR EVANKO    

 The Temple City Community Redevel-
opment Agency (CRA) on Tuesday authorized 
Executive Director Jose Pulido, also the city 
manager, to sign a contract with Habitat for 

Humanity.  

 The San Gabriel Valley-based organi-
zation will work with City Hall to select five 
families for the “Brush with Kindness,” a new 

home repair program.  
“Protests” on Page 2 

Senior Awards Breakfast Honors Upcoming Graduates 

“Humanity” on Page 3  

With summer right around 
the corner, graduating    
seniors are looking forward 

to a much needed hiatus.  

 

BY LOSA MERU 

 As the class of 2011 
wraps up their senior year, 
each member has a different 
plan for their last summer 

break before college. 

 The last day of 
school is June 16 and the 
graduation ceremony is the 

day after. 

  Most seniors will 
have approximately three 
months of free time before 
many colleges and universi-

ties start up again in the fall. 

 Senior Grace Tran is 
excited about her chance to 
fully experience her freedom 

for the first time in 4 years. 

“Summer” on Page 2 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL NEWS ARTICLE  

On June 1, graduating students received accolades 

for their high school achievements.  

 

BY JUSTIN LIN   

 Students at Temple City High School usually 
sleep in on Wednesday morning, as school starts later 
than usual. Seniors, however, woke up early on June 1 
to attend the Temple City High School Senior Awards 
Breakfast, one of the final opportunities to celebrate 

achievements by themselves and fellow students. 

 Temple City High School gave invitations to 

those receiving awards to attend, and many seniors 
took this valuable opportunity as a final reflection of 
their high school career. The Senior Awards Breakfast 
also allowed seniors to remember their achievements 
during high school and how they managed to impact the 

school. 

 Around 250 seniors attended this event, and 
were served breakfast as the awards were given to stu-
dents. Achievements included those who were part of 
the National Honors Society, the California Scholarship 
Federation, and other different scholar recognition pro-

grams the school has. 
“Awards” on Page 3 
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This week’s comic strip was designed by Michelle Cao. 

Seniors prepare to graduate and embark on  

individual summer agendas Continued From Front Page 

Aftermath of student protests demonstrates high 

school students’ determination  Continued From Front Page 
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 “I‟m looking forward to hanging out with my 
friends and just making this the best summer ever,” she 
said. “This is the first summer where I don‟t have sum-

mer school since 7th or 8th grade.” 

 Along with wanting to enjoy her summer, Tran 

also expressed interest in wanting to find a job. 

 “It‟s going to be chill…I want to get a job,” she 

said. “I want to make some money.” 

 Senior Kevin Gong also expressed the same 
interest, but with a more serious tone. When asked what 
he would be doing this summer, he stated that earning 

money would be a necessity. 

 “It doesn‟t matter where I work. I need the 
money,” he said. “If I stay home all day, I‟ll have nothing 
else to do. I want to make myself as prepared as I can 

for the future.” 

 While some seniors are interested in meeting 

up with friends and finding jobs, another senior looks 

forward to the beginning of his future career. 

 “I don‟t get a summer,” said Senior Clarence 
Huang, who was recently accepted into the prestigious 
culinary arts college, Le Cordon Bleu. “Mine is only two 
weeks long, because my school starts in July...I can just 

start cooking earlier, so it‟s a lot of fun.” 

 However Senior Andrew Jennex, is content to 

let the chips fall where they may. 

 “I don‟t know what I‟m looking forward to this 
summer,” he said. “It feels like just another summer to 
me…I don‟t really plan in advance; I‟m just one of those 
guys that goes, „Hey, want to do something?‟ „Alright, 

let‟s go.‟ And take(s) off from there.” 

 Regardless of what the class of 2011 plans to 
do this summer, one thing is clear: each one is going to 
cherish whatever types of summer memories they de-

cide to create. e

demonstration. “Although it might not save the teachers, 
your attendance and demonstration will still make a dif-

ference.” 

  With a turnout of over 20 students and teach-
ers, protestors such as Jessica Meza express their suc-

cess. 

  “I think our demonstration definitely got our 
point across in a positive way,” said Meza. “Our main 
goal wasn't to change anything but to make sure that 
the people at the district office knew how we felt about 
t h e  p o t e n t i a l  s t a f f  l a y o f f s . ” 
 The district estimates it will need to make re-
ductions of $1,946,000 per year for the next three years 
to stay financially solvent under Governor Brown‟s pro-

posed Budget for the 2011/12 Fiscal Year. 

  Students understand the need to curtail city 
spending, but call for a different solution apart from 

teacher unemployment.  

   Five teachers at the high school have received 
pink slips, informing them they may be laid off. In total, 
23 district employees have been notified of their possi-

ble unemployment by the end of the year. 

   Evanko and fellow protestors understand the 
difficulty in saving the 23 jobs that may be lost, but they 
still call for “a budget solution with no layoffs.” 
      Other students such as Hannah Diep face the 
controversy with mixed emotions, expressing her disap-

proval and understanding. 

 “[Although] budget cuts are natural--something 
that can‟t really be prevented,” said Diep, “I have a huge 

problem with the layoff of teachers. I‟m totally against it.”  

   Diep continues to point out that, “Some of the 
best teachers on campus are going away just because 
they've been teaching for fewer years,” said Diep. “If 
they had to fire teachers, they should at least get to 

know who they're firing.” 

  In many cases, pink slips are traditionally given 

to the newest teachers. 
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Habitat for Humanity to change 

lives of five families Continued From Front Page 
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“ This is a great thing for your 
city,” Sonja Yates, executive director 
of Habitat for Humanity, said at the 

city council 
meeting of 

July 6, 2010.  

 B o t h 
Yates and 
Damien Al-
len, the direc-
tor of corpo-
rate and 
c o m mu n i t y 

sponsors, were present to answer 

questions from CRA members.  

 On Tuesday, Community 
Development Manager Joseph Lam-
bert noted that $50,000 has been 
appropriated for “Brush with Kind-
ness” during the 2010-2011 fiscal 
year. The CRA will use its Commu-
nity Development Block Grant fund-
ing to pay for the program, staff pre-

viously said.  

 Everybody will be invited to 
participate in the program, Habitat 
for Humanity‟s executive director 

said.  

 Those selected will have to 
meet the federal government‟s hous-

ing 2010 guidelines, Allen stated.  

 The lucky five families will 

also be required to spend a certain 
number of hours making repairs to 
their homes. The amount will be 
based on how much money is spent 
for each project, Allen said in re-
sponse to an inquiry by Community 

Agency Member Vincent Yu.  

 Allen noted that most Tem-
ple City projects will be completed in 

less than 50 hours.  

 Habitat for Humanity expects 
to begin reviewing applicants in Au-
gust, after the public has been given 

the opportunity to apply.  

 Since 2009, Habitat for Hu-
manity has worked with City Hall to 
bring about a partnership between 

the two entities.  

 CRA Agency Member Cyn-
thia Sternquist, who initiated the idea 
of working with the non-profit organi-
zation, made the motion to approve 
the agreement. The motion was ap-

proved 5-0.  

 

Editor’s Note: To read another un-
published, historical city article, 
“Consultant Gives Temple City the 
Facts to Attract Businesses,” please 
v i s i t  o u r  b l o g  a t  h t t p : / /

templecityvoice.wordpress.com.  

e

e

Seniors earn accolades, earn opportunities 

for future pursuits Continued from Front Page 

 There was a mixture of feel-
ings surrounding this award break-
fast. Though this was a heralding of 
accomplishments during the school 
year, this was also a time signaling 
that for an end to their high school 
careers, a bittersweet moment for 

many seniors. 

 “Although I'm look-
ing forward to moving on to 
college, I will definitely miss 
many experiences I had 
and people I met,” said 
Senior Kevin Hsiao, who 
attended the Senior Awards 

breakfast. 

 Additionally, the 
school traditionally an-
nounces the Valedictorian and Salu-
tatorian of the year during this break-
fast. This day was especially momen-
tous for Jane Huang, who was the 
Valedictorian and Alex Lam, who 

became the Salutatorian. 

 The feeling of both pride and 
nostalgia in this bittersweet moment 
was prominent throughout the entire 

breakfast. 

 “It was nice to see every-
one‟s achievements be awarded,” 
Senior James Au said, who won an 
award at the breakfast for being a 
part of the California Scholastic Fed-

eration. 

 Select seniors were also re-
wa rd ed  wi t h 
scholarships that 
celebrated indi-
v i d u a l s  wh o 
made impacts not 
only in the class-
room setting, but 
also in the com-

munity.  

 The Ren-
aissance Assem-

bly was June 3, giving seniors the 
chance to celebrate the colleges that 
they chose to attend in a school-wide 

assembly. 

 Whereas Renaissance As-
sembly was an anticipation of adven-
tures to come, the Seniors Awards 
Breakfast was the remembering of 
the past, an opportunity to take a 
final glance at the past before moving 

forward once more.  



EDITOR’S COLUMN: A NEW TEAM, A NEW VISION 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
June  7        City Council Meeting 

@Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

 

  8     Public Safety Meeting 

   @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

 

         10 Planning Commission Mtg 

                     @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

 

         11        Oak Avenue Concert 

@Temple City Park, 4:00 P.M. 

 

         15       Parks and Recreation Mtg.       
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Raymond 

 In these past weeks, I‟ve 
never imagined that I‟d lead a group 
of diverse high school students, let 
alone coordinate an entire newspa-

per publication.  

 As I assume the role of the 
Editor-in-Chief of the Temple City 
Voice in these upcoming months, I 
inherit this position with feelings of 
intimidation; but in light of my nerv-
ousness, I see hope, and more im-
portantly an obtainable growth in 
this organization both internally and 

holistically. 

 I entered the Temple City 
Voice as a staff writer last year. I 
was familiar with the topic of news 
writing, but I soon discovered that 
being in the publication required 

more than writing ability or talent. 

 My article assignments al-
ways proved to be challenging in 
ways that demanded more than a 

good structure or correct punctua-
tion: I had to communicate with 
people who made tremendous im-
pacts on our local community and 
also learn to work with them. Writ-
ing for the Temple City Voice has 
strengthened my interviewing skills 
as well as my news writing, and I 
feel it‟s  a huge personal accom-
plishment that I‟m not as nervous as 
I used to be when I interview some 

of the people who run the city.  

 I now find myself in the po-
sition where I have more responsi-
bility, and I feel that my main re-
sponsibility is providing the Voice’s 
staff writers with an even more re-
warding experience than what I 

found during my time as a writer.  

 I see something much more 
valuable than talent in this organiza-
tion and new executive team: the 
commitment to not only raise 
awareness of our community‟s po-

litical activity, but also the desire to 
grow and become active, profes-

sional, and improving journalists.   

 I am honored and inde-
scribably excited to lead this deter-
mined organization in the following 
months. I hope to have our journal-
ists make more of an impact on our 
community through a higher quality 
of writing and an active presence in 

our city‟s events.  

 So to all readers out there, 
keep your eyes open, because the 
Temple City Voice is becoming a 
better journalism organization day 
by day. Here‟s to an awesome sum-

mer! 

 

 

Raymond Tran is the Editor of the 
Temple City Voice. He is currently a 

senior at Temple City High School.  


