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Temple City High Graduates Bid Farewell 

GRADUATION: Students, friends, and families 
gathered at Arthur North stadium on June 17 to 

celebrate the graduation of Temple City seniors.  

REACHING OUT , ONE VOICE AT A T IME 

Temple City seniors graduate high school and 

move on to pursue their futures.  

 

BY ASHLEY CHANG  

 Donning the signature Temple City High 
School colors, green and gold, the Class of 2011 
stepped onto the Arthur North Field on June 17, 
2011 at 7:00 P.M. to begin their commencement 

exercises. 

 For the seniors, finals were over, but 
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Oak Avenue Orchestra plays 
their final performance in 
Temple City Park to a crowd 

of family and friends.  

 

BY JUSTIN LIN 

 On May 11, 2011, at 4 
PM, Oak Avenue students 
went to Temple City Park to 
play music for all who stopped 

to listen. 

 The event was just 
less than two hours long, with 
around 100 people attending 

this event. 

 The Orchestra played 
six selections: Brandenburg 
Concert No. 5 by Johann 
Sebastian Bach, Surrey with 
the Fringe on Top (from the 
musical Oklahoma!), Light 

“Oak” on Page 2 

So far, a total of 200 books 
have been given to the local 

Temple City public library.  

 

BY TAYLOR EVANKO  

 Councilwoman Cyn-
thia Sternquist on Tuesday 
presented a third set of 
books and media to the Tem-

ple City public library. 

 The 50 books were 
donated by Temple City resi-
dents as a part of the “50 
Books for 50 Years” cam-
paign, which was launched in 

January.  

 To date, 200 books 
and media items have been 
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Oak Avenue students perform final concert and embrace a 

successful  year Continued from Front Page 

This week’s comic strip was designed by Amy Fan.  

the Fringe on Top (from the musical Oklahoma!), Light 
Calvary Overture by Franz von Suppe, Cellos Ole 
(written by the conductor himself, Richard Meyer), 
When Summer Ends by Phil Cunningham, and Billy Tell 
Overture, also by Richard Meyer, based on the William 

Tell Overture. 

 This was followed by the Jazz Band, which 
played familiar jazz selections, such as Louis Arm-

strong’s famous What a Wonderful World. 

 The concert band followed soon after, with Joy 
by Frank and other pop selections, from Under the Sea 
from The Little Mermaid, to medleys of pop songs today 
(I Got a Feeling, Hey Soul Sister, and Don’t Stop Be-
lieving) and Disney pieces in Disney’s Magic Theme, 
ending it with the band’s signature march, the Activity 

March. 

 This event, along with many other events, is a 
performance in which the orchestra and band perform 
every year. Both groups have performed extensively 
throughout the year, and both the band and orchestra 
have performed in its Holiday, Festival, and Spring Con-

certs at Oak Avenue High School. 

 In addition, both groups have participated in the 
newly formed Giving Bach program, giving a chance for 
both groups to give back to the community by playing 

for elementary school students. 

 People in Temple City were given the opportu-

nity to hear the young talent performing in Temple City. 

 “I enjoy the songs more when I recognize them, 
which I certainly did.” said Karl Earl, a 25 year resident 
of Temple City who currently resides in Murietta, Cali-

fornia. 

 Bringing joy to residents of Temple City, this 
performance capped another stellar year for both Ad-
vanced Orchestra and Band, with both groups each 
winning a Superior rating in this year’s SCSBOA Music 

Festival. 

 This event is also the final public performance 
in which the orchestra and band give. It was a sad and 
triumphant moment, a grand finale giving students the 
moment to examine the prospects of the future while 

remembering the events this year. 

 For eighth grader Patrick Lee, who played the 
violin for the orchestra, the performance was a bitter-
sweet moment, as it meant he would soon be leaving 
his orchestra teacher, Mr. Richard Meyer, who has 

been working in Temple City for 16 years. 

 “I’ll be sad to be leaving Mr. Meyer.” Lee said. 

“He was a great teacher.” 

 The Advanced Orchestra also played at its Pro-

motion Ceremony on Thursday, June 16th, a final contri-

bution to the school for the great year each student had 

at Oak Avenue but also an expression of gratitude for 

the opportunity of being in a performing arts program. 
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graduation wasn’t. The soon-to-be 
graduates rehearsed on the week of 
graduation, on Wednesday and 
Thursday, to prevent any mishaps 

during the actual graduation.  

 From 8:30 AM to 10:15 AM, 
seniors practiced how to properly 
enter the field and receive their diplo-

mas in an orderly fashion.  

 Dragonflicks, the TCHS, film 
production team, also worked to set 
up the stage and make sure the 
sound system was working properly. 
As the graduation went smoothly, the 
seniors and Dragonflicks’ hard work 

paid off.  

 The graduation first began 
with the processional and was fol-
lowed by a flag salute and welcome  
speech from the 2010-2011 ASB 

Vice President Joanne Ng.  

 Shortly after, the 2010-2011 
ASB President, Gabriel Jimenez also 
delivered his speech and joined the 
Brighter Side Singers who sang the 

song, “There you’ll Be.”  

 Following, the Salutatorian 
Alexander Lam and the Senior Class 
President, Jennifer Der proceeded to 

deliver their speeches, respectively.  

 Lastly, the Valedictorian, 
Jane Huang advised the seniors 

about the future and ended her 
speech with the 2011 class chant: 

“Double one gets it done!”  

 The conferring of diplomas 
began after the TCHS principal, Mary 
Jo Fosselman King’s speech, and 
Class of 2011 transitioned from sen-

iors into graduates. 

 Once the conferring of diplo-
mas ended, green and gold caps 
could be seen flying in the air as the 
graduation ended with cheers and 

smiles.  

 Congratulations to the Class 
of 2011. Truly, “Double one gets it 

done!” 

collected.  

 S u s a n 
Schlager, the head li-
brary, accepted the 
books during the August 
3, 2010 city council 

meeting.  

 T h e 
campaign to 
raise books and 
DVDs for the 
l i b r a r y  o n 

Golden West Avenue was launched earlier this 
year. The effort, initiated by Councilwoman 
Sternquist, has been supported by the City 

Council.  

 Despite surpassing the first goal of 50 
books, the City and Councilwoman Sternquist 
hope the public will continue to donate through-
out the year. There is now a second goal of 

reaching 500 books by December 31.  

 A wish list of books and DVDs are avail-

able at the library.  

 A plaque with the donor’s name will be 

placed within the covers of each book.  

 For more information, please contact 

City Hall at 626-285-2171.  

 

 

Editor’s Note: To read another unpublished, historical 
city article, “Wong’s Sentencing Is Postponed,” please 

visit our blog. 
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 After four years of late night procrastination 
and early morning wake-ups, I can finally say that I’m 
glad that high school is over. But more importantly, I’m 
thankful that I’ve successfully emerged out of the fire 
of teenage tribulation as a young adult eager for the 

paths ahead.  

 I entered high school under one looming ex-
pectation: to achieve academic excellence and fully 
take advantage of my future by making it into the best 
schools. My parents pushed me to take the hardest 
honors classes and become involved in as many ac-

tivities as possible, regardless of the sacrifice.  

 As a first generation Asian-American student, 
I realize that most if not all first-generation students 
face these obstacles. Receiving a B in the class trans-
lates to “not good enough” to our parents while a C 

ludicrously marks the end to a successful future.  

 These inherent assumptions have been 
prevalent throughout high school, and I feel it is nec-
essary to remind people who share these challenges  
that academics is not as important as what we’ve 

been told. 

 Scrap the stereotype. Although academics is 
a vital part in finding success in the future, high school 
is about individual growth. I can say that one of the 
best decisions that I’ve ever made in high school is 

joining the tennis team during in sophomore year.  

 During sophomore year, I desperately wanted 
to pursue my passion of tennis and try out for the 
team. However, because I already had three honors 
classes and club responsibilities, my parents discour-
aged me and did not support my endeavors. I joined 
the team later that year, and I had the best influences 

of my life in my coach and my teammates.  

 My parents still give me grief about my deci-
sion to join the tennis team during a time where my 
coursework overwhelmed me. Of course, I didn’t re-
tain a perfect GPA that year, but I felt that the experi-
ences I’ve learned from tennis demonstrated that 

there are more things important than school.  

 My high school graduate wisdom: pursue your 
passions, and don’t be consumed by the critical envi-
ronment that’s out there. There’s a whole other world 

waiting outside the scope of high school.     

 

 

Raymond Tran is the Editor of the Temple City Voice. 

He recently graduated from Temple City High School.  
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Interested in sponsoring the Temple City Voice?  

Send an e-mail! 

EDITOR’S COLUMN: 
AN END AND A BEGINNING 

June   30       Summer Luau Barbeque 

      @Live Oak Park,4:30-7:30 P.M. 

July     6          American Made (Oldies) 

      @Temple City Park, 7:00 P.M. 

 

     8                 Movies in the Park:        

                                                 Lilo and Stitch  

                         @Temple City Park, 6:30 P.M.

   

   13      Family Fun Rock n’ Roll 

      @Temple City Park,7:00 P.M. 

Raymond 


