
“Even You Enlighten Souls” 
wins the Club of the Year 
award from Temple City for 

their altruistic direction.   

 

BY KEVIN WU 

Even You Can Enlighten 
Souls (EYES) won the Club of 
the Year award for the 2010-
2011 school year of Temple City 

High School. 

 President of Eyes 2010-
2011 and Temple City high 
School Junior, Raymond Van, is 
proud of all that the club and its 

members have accomplished. 

“I feel very accom-
plished because to know that all 
the hard work the dedicated 
members and I put in paid off,” 
Van said. “A club is not a club 
without its members. Each 
member comes to the event not 
because they want the hours, 

Rutherford 

Says  

Goodbye to 

City Hall 

After 23 

Years 

©   ALL RIGHTS  RESERVED JULY 1, 2011 

REACHING OUT , ONE VOICE AT A T IME 

Temple City  
   Voice

 

   Local News          Politics          Science/Environment          Sports          Entertainment           Life          Opinion  

 “Even You  

Enlighten 

Souls” Earns 

Club of the 

Year  

School of Dance Creates Colorful Impact on Community 

Pulido Meets with 

 Piazza Developer’s  

Broker  

DANCE RECITAL: Eager family members and 
friends gathered on Saturday, June 18 to 
watch the annual Shekinah Glory School of 

Dance recital.  

A meeting was held to discuss the Buxton 

Company’s retail packages. 

 

BY MATTHEW WONG    

 A year after the Piazza at Temple City 
was to be completed, City Manager Jose 
Pulido is at work, trying to bring a new project 

forward.  

 The city manager, who took over the 
reins of City Hall last 

“EYES” on Page 2 

Shekinah Glory School of Dance Entertains Crowd 

“Piazza” on Page 3  

Bob Rutherford, a Temple 
City employee for more 
than 20 years, moves on to 

a new stage in his life.  

 

BY ADENEY ZO 

After a noteworthy 23 
years down the line since his 
first job in Temple City, Bob 
Rutherford has announced 

that he will be retiring. 

Rutherford started 
out his career in Temple City 
doing landscape and garden-
ing work, and was promoted 
to his position of park mainte-
nance lead in 2001 for both 
Live Oak Park and Temple 
City. He has been doing that 

very same job ever since.  

For Rutherford, the 
environment he worked in 

“Rutherford” on Page 2 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL NEWS ARTICLE  

The Shekinah Glory School of Dance held an annual 

dance recital for families and locals.  

 

BY VINCENT WEI  

On Saturday June 18, The Shekinah Glory 
School of Dance had their annual recital at the Presby-

terian Church on Live Oak.  

The recital provided a great example of the 
Temple City community working together. The event 
started at approximately 3:00 p.m. and by 2:45 the 
whole auditorium was filled with anxious and excited 

parents. The entire performance proved to be a success 

with happy children and proud parents.  

Ms. Amanda Lefler, age 16, instructed these 

children for 8 weeks prior to the recital. 

 Lefler is a 4th generation Temple City resident. 
She began teaching around the age of 12 and has over 
10 years of experience in dancing, first taking lessons at 

the Live Oak Park at the age of 5.  

Over the years, she has been offering her ex-
pertise in true dance academy ballet and tap lessons for 

the community.  
“Dance” on Page 3 
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This week’s comic strip was designed by Michelle Cao. 

Rutherford retires after 23 notable years of 

service to Temple City Continued From Front Page 

EYES rewarded with Club of the Year for serving 

the unfortunate and needy  Continued From Front Page 
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was a main factor 
that kept him in 
working for such 
an extenretirded 

period of time. 

“Temple City 
really is a good 
place and city to 
work for, other-
wise I would not 
still be here after 
all this time,” 

Rutherford said. 

 R e t i r e -
ment always has 

its ups and downs, especially after one has been a part 

of Temple City for so many years.   

 “I will miss working for such a great city, and I 
will definitely miss the people I have had the chance to 
work with, along with just the people I run into at Live 

Oak Park on a daily basis,” Rutherford said.   

 On the other hand, retirement will offer much 
more time for him to relax, spend time at home and 

abroad, and try out new things.  

 “I am really looking forward to traveling after I 
retire and being able to visit many new and different 
places. I also will be able to spend more time with my 
wife and family and be able to work on my garden at 

home,” he said.  

 Despite the drawbacks of leaving behind a long 
career for Temple City, the park maintenance lead, 
soon to be a traveler, family man, and gardener, can 

embrace a new chapter of his life in retirement.  

it's because they know it‟s for a good cause. Members 
do not just do what they do for CSL hours, but they do it 
out of the goodness of their heart, which says a lot 

about their character.” 

This award-winning organization is a group 
within Temple City High School dedicated to helping the 
less fortunate and needy and aiding them in obtaining a 

healthier lifestyle.   

As a club, EYES has been actively reaching out 
to the community through events and fundraisers. The 
clubs two main events include a weekly Sandwich pro-
ject held at president Raymond Van‟s home where 
members put together sandwiches to be donated and 

passed out to the needy, and they also plan trips to the 
LA Food Bank to package food delivered to the Soup 
Kitchen. In addition to these events, EYES also par-
takes in other events such as: the Arboretum‟s Wild 
West Weekend Event, the Chinatown Firecracker Run, 

Alzheimer‟s Walk, and Aids Walk.  

 Future President and current Secretary, Temple 
City High School Junior Jannie Guan has hopes of a 

bigger and brighter future for Eyes.  

 “I really hope for more members in the future,”  
Guan said. “And I want them to know EYES is not just 
for CSL hours, but really to help others that are needy 

or less fortunate.”  

 Although EYES is centered on assisting the 
community, it is really much more. It is a gathering of 
students, a group of friends, who really want to help 

others, and have fun.  

 In addition to these events EYES holds social 
events that help the club members to connect and really 

bond with one another. 

 Temple City Sophomore and EYES member, 

Steven Diep enjoys time spent in EYES.  

 “The club is really fun, although events should 

be longer,” Diep said. “I especially enjoy the park ones 

because we really 

get to bond, since 

the members and 

cabinet are so chill. 

I am going to join 

next year for sure.”  

 EYES has 
weekly meetings at 
Temple City High 
School‟s room 403, 
and also holds so-
cials at Live Oak 

Park. 
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After numerous delays, plans for 

a new Piazza project are starting 

to take form Continued From Front Page 

 

 

 

year, recently met with the Devel-
oper Randy Wang‟s broker, Ar-

mando Aguirre.  

 “We reviewed a  number of 
the „Retail Pursuit Packets‟ prepared 
by the Buxton Company, which in-
cludes upscale restaurants, super-
markets, and other retailers that 
would be a fit for this project,” Pulido 
wrote in the August 19, 2010 weekly 

city manager‟s report.  

 A meeting was arranged 
after Temple City received a new 
retail development strategy from the 
Buxton Company, a consultant the 

City hired this year.  

 Also in his August 19 report, 
the city manager laid out Randy 

Wang‟s newest plan.  

 “This project would have two 
restaurant pads at the corner of 
Rosemead Boulevard and Las Tu-
nas Drive, and three other retail pads 
that could accommodate a regional 
upscale supermarket with two other 
supporting and synergistic retailers,” 

he said.  

 More recently, Wang pro-
posed two ideas for his project, a 
traditional strip mall and an urban 

center.  

 It appears the developer has 

settled on a revised version of his 
second plan. That plan called for an 
urban center that is approximately 
67,500 square feet and includes two 
restaurants, outdoor dining areas, 

and two medium-sized retail pads.  

 Meanwhile, two former city 
officials continue to make news as 
one waits to be sentenced, while the 

other prepares for a trial.  

 Former Temple City Mayor 
Judy Wong faces a maximum sen-
tence of 16 months in prison for her 
alleged role in bribing the Piazza 

developer.  

 She pled “no contest” to a 
number of charges in May. Wong 

returns to court on August 24.  

 Another former mayor, 
Cathé Wilson, is still waiting to re-
ceive a trial for her alleged role in 
soliciting bribes and committing per-
jury. If convicted, Wilson could face 

nearly a decade in prison.  

 Randy Wang remains un-
scathed. His Piazza property contin-

ues to be vacant.  

 

Editor’s Note: To read another         
unpublished, historical city article, “Firm 

Selected to Oversee Rosemead   
Boulevard Project,” please visit our 

blog. 

e

Dance recital contributes to         

community, inspires young girls to 

chase aspirations and goals Continued from 

Front Page 

Amanda Lefler and her 
mother, Donna Lefler, have been 
working as a mother daughter team 

to make the dance school possible.  

Amanda instructs and cho-
reographs, while her mother man-
ages the schedules, prepares the 
classes, and answers parents‟ ques-

tions.  

She also takes care of 
venue, tickets sales, and more during 

the recital season. 

Donna Lefler couldn‟t be 
more proud of her daughter individual 
accomplishments along with the im-
pact she made on the community 

through the dance recital.  

The Lefler family would like 
to thank all the families who attended 
and the church for providing a loca-

tion for the recital.  

“We have nothing but appre-
ciation for the Westminster Presbyte-
rian Church in Temple City,” Donna 
Lefler said. “[We thank them] for their 
generosity and sharing in our strong 

belief in community service. “ 

 The Lefler family feels en-
couraged to hold more recitals be-
cause they feel it is a great way to 

help the community out. 

 “Hosting these recitals every 
June is our way of contributing and 
giving back to our community, Donna 
Lefler said. “We want to encourage 
young girls to reach for their goals 

and accomplish their dreams.” 

To receive further informa-

tion on the dance recital events, 

please email Donna at shekinah-

glory@hotmail.com or call her at 

(626) 309- 9703. 
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FOUNDERS’S COLUMN: THANK YOU 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
July           5       City Council Meeting 

  @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

      

  6          American Made (Oldies) 

   @Temple City Park, 7:00 P.M. 

 

  8                 Movies in the Park:    

         Lilo and Stitch  

    @Temple City Park, 6:30 P.M.

   

  13   Family Fun Rock n’ Roll 

    @Temple City Park, 7:00 P.M. 
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 This month, the Temple 
City Voice will reach a milestone, 

five years of publishing.  

 Since July 2006, we have 
published on a weekly basis, cover-
ing many aspects of Temple City 
life. As we prepare to mark this oc-
casion, I want to recognize those 
who have supported us and led us 

to where we are today.  

 First, I would like to ac-
knowledge our former editors, their 
executive teams, and the staff. 
Without our editors and their leader-
ship, we would not have made as 

much progress.  

 Our editors sacrifice their 
time, sometimes, even their per-
sonal lives, to put forth an issue 
each week. They manage the staff, 
encouraging and pushing our volun-

teers to produce their best works.  

 On a more personal level, 

their help and passion for the Tem-
ple City Voice is what I love most 
about my job. It is not always easy 
to supervise and advise a group of 
high school students. The editors, 
however, encourage me as we en-
dure the obstacles that come our 
way. Their support, and even words 
of encouragement push me to do 

the best I can.  

 Second, I would like to ac-
knowledge our former and current 
business sponsors. Over the past 
four and a half years, the Temple 
City Voice has been blessed to 
have a financial contributor. For 
many years, Susie‟s Kitchen (which 
no longer exists) has been our chief 
supporter. We have had support 

from Big-1 Pharmacy too.  

 Of course, it goes without 
saying that the businesses that al-
low us to place our issues are our 

supporters as well.  

 Third, and lastly, I would 
like to acknowledge our community 
supporters. You know who you are. 
You are our readers, both print and 
online. You are our advertisers. You 
tell your friends about us. You are 
those who encourage and critique 
us. You are those who come to our 

events, like our candidates‟ forums.  

 On behalf of the Temple 
City Voice, thank you for your sup-

port these four and a half years.   

 As the Temple City Voice 
marks five years of publishing, it is 
my hope that we will continue to 
make progress and be a force for 

positive change in our community.  

 

 

Matthew Wong is the Founder of 
the Temple City Voice. He recently 
graduated from the University of    

California, Davis.  


