
Chan reviews local café.  

 

BY GRACE CHAN 

 Café Roulé is the ideal 
place for simple and tasty food. 
With an array of refreshing teas 
and coffees, and tasty, lightly 
toasted sandwiches, you can’t 

go wrong with your selection.  

 Café Roulé is a great 
environment to catch up with 
friend or with work. Bring along 
a laptop, smartphone, or iPad 

and enjoy free wifi service. 

 However, Café Roulé 
requires a minimum of 1 item 
per guest to have wifi access 
and a seat in the house. Cash 
only, too. But despite these     
minimal restrictions, the staff is 
always friendly and the food, 

exceptional. 
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Relaxation 

Temple City celebrates Independence Day with fireworks 

Catching Up with 

Former Editor:  
Margaret Thi 

Former Temple City Voice editor reflects and 

shares about her involvement with the Voice.   

 

BY DERRICK CHANG 

Former Temple City Voice Editor     
Margaret Thi recently spoke to the Voice,     
sharing her past experience and discussing her 

current career path.  

A three-year member of the Voice, Thi 
first became involved as a junior at Temple City 
High School. She joined the organization after 

“Café Roulé ” on Page 3 

All About Fireworks 
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“Winding down” of Temple 
City’s agency likely        
completed by end of the 

year: Haworth.  

 

BY AMY FAN 

 The city council has 
appointed two officials to 
serve on an oversight board 
for the former Temple City 
Community Redevelopment 

Agency. 

 Temple City council 
members unanimously con-
firmed the appointments of 
City Manager Jose Pulido 
and Assistant to the City 
Manager Brian Haworth dur-
ing the March 20, 2012 city 

council meeting. 

 “For the next year 
and a half, we’ll be looking at 
winding down the former re-
development agency,” Mr. 

“Oversight” on Page 2 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL     

NEWS ARTICLE  

Find out about the history of fireworks, Fourth of July, 

and where to find fireworks. 

 

BY VINCENT WEI 

Find out about the history of fireworks, Fourth of 

July, and where to find fireworks. 

Setting fireworks on Independence Day have 
always been a tradition. It is a tradition started back in 

Revolutionary Times and is still popular today.  

Every July 4th, Americans have been known to 
associate the Fourth of July with fireworks. The nation 
celebrates the Fourth of July with fireworks with big 
shows in public squares and smaller displays with fire-

crackers at home or in one's own neighborhood.  

And this all started with John Adams, the se-
cond President of the United States, who wanted Ameri-
cans to celebrate and to celebrate big after the nation 

received its independence from Great Britain.  

Before the Declaration of Independence was 
even signed, he envisioned fireworks as a part of the 
festivities. On July 3, 1776, “Fireworks” on Page 3 
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FOURTH OF JULY: Temple City residents 
celebrated Fourth of July by watching or 
setting fireworks and spending time with 

their families. 
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Haworth said. 

 According to the assis-
tant to the city manager, the city 
expects to conclude 
“redevelopment agency activi-

ties by the end of this year.” 

 Both Mr. Pulido and Mr. 
Haworth will represent Temple 
City at the oversight board 
meetings. They will be joined by 
five others from the following 
agencies: a major “special” dis-
trict (likely the Temple City Uni-
fied School District), the county 
of Los Angeles, the community 

college district, and the county superintendent of educa-

tion.  

 The county of Los Angeles will have two seats, 
one of which will be reserved for a member of the Tem-
ple City community. Los Angeles County Supervisor 

Michael Antonovich will make the appointments.  

 The dismantling of the city’s redevelopment 
comes after state lawmakers voted last June to abolish 
all redevelopment agencies in California. An effort led 
by many California cities to block the legislative failed 
when the state supreme court ruled in December in fa-

vor of the state.  

 As a result, the city stems to lose millions in tax 
revenues that could have been spent for economic de-

velopment and housing purposes.  

working with the 
founder, Matthew 
Wong, who was   

starting the program.  

 “I thought 
TCV would be a good 
opportunity for me to 
improve as a writer 
and also be more 
community-

conscious,” she said.  

 Her tenure as 
editor and editor 
emeritus brought on 
new, unexpected 

challenges. 

 “It was      
definitely not what I 
expected in regards 

to the amount of work, time, and dedication it took to 

accomplish my tasks,” Thi said. “More of my time was 
spent on engaging in community events and attending 

city council and school board meetings.”  

The experience of connecting with the          
community allowed her to grow as a writer and an    

informed citizen, Thi stated. 

 “I definitely feel more connected to the         
community now than I did before I was a part of the 
Voice,” said Thi, “I feel like I understand how the city 
government works now, which I must admit, I knew 
nothing about in high school until after I started          
attending the meetings on a regular basis and also 
when I was scouting news in Temple City for some    

article material.” 

While Thi studied at the University of California, 
San Diego, she also continued to mentor and work with 
the staff members of the Voice during the summer.    
Occasionally, she helps to train the future leaders of the 

organization, something she does enjoy. 

“I also had a lot of fun getting to know fellow 
staff members better and seeing them grow into 

better writings as the years went by.” 

She recently earned her Bachelor of Arts      
degree in Psychology and is now pursuing a       
Masters of Education and teaching credential at the 

University of California Los Angeles.  

“I love teaching,” she said. “In college, I had 
opportunities to work with young children, which is 
what I hope to do after I receive my degree and 

teaching credential.”  

This week’s comic strip was designed by Pauline Chen. 

e

Margaret Thi enjoys spending time 
at UCSD, hanging out with her 
friends.  

Photo courtesy  

Jose Pulido   
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Review: Café Roulé serves        

superior tea and sandwiches 
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 The ambiance is relatively 

pleasant.  

 There is soft music playing 
in the background with a balanced 
murmur of chatter that keeps the 

atmosphere delightful and casual.  

 Thus, the noise level is     
generally low, considering that many 
college students as well as high 
school students find peace studying 
here at Café Roulé. The walls are 
painted orange, like the font lettering 

outside the café.  

 There are paintings and 
photographs framed on the walls to 
give it more of a subtle, simple,    
classic café look. The atmosphere is 
easy; nothing is distracting or        
protruding which can eliminate the 
calmness of the café. With that, it is 
a great place for casual gatherings 

or study sessions. 

 Many of the teas and        
coffees offered can go up to roughly 
$4 and the sandwiches up to $8. 

However, combo meals are 
offered for an extraordinary 
deal. In these combos, you 
choose a       sandwich and a 

drink.  

 These combos range 
from $4 to roughly $8. The 
catch? There isn’t one. In each 
combo, a “full-sized” sandwich 
and drink is given at practically 

half the price.  

 With a simple menu, 
Café Roulé still seems to offer 
selections that can vary       
between mango green tea to 
pomegranate black tea and 
grilled cheese to house tuna 

sandwiches.  

 On top of that, it offers 
an ambiance perfect for a light 
lunch with friends or a study 
zone with food and drinks at 
hand. Painted in orange, Café 
Roulé is located near Loma Avenue 

and Las Tunas Drive.  

 The next time you’re driving 
or strolling down Las Tunas, stop by 

Café Roulé and give it a shot!  

THE WEEKLY CALENDAR 

JULY 11                            

CONCERT IN THE PARK            

TEMPLE C ITY PARK, 7 P.M. 
 

JULY 14                           
CHAMBER E-WASTE RECYCLING   

SUPER A FOODS, 9 A.M. 
 

JULY 17 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING                    

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 7:30 P.M. 
 

JULY 18                             
CONCERT IN THE PARK           

TEMPLE C ITY PARK, 7 P.M. 
 

JULY 23                           
CHAMBER SUMMER M IXER      

CHAMBER PARKING LOT, 6 P.M. 

 

 

 

John Adams stated, “With 
Pomp and Parade, with 
Shews, Games, Sports, 
Guns, Bells, Bonfires and 
Illuminations from one End 
of this Continent to the oth-
er from this Time forward 

forever more.”  

The first Independ-
ence Day fireworks were 
set off July 4, 1777, a year 
after the Declaration of In-
dependence was signed, 
and since then fireworks 
have been a big part of 
tradition in celebrating 

America’s independence.  

Firework vendors 
have been popping up in 
empty parking lots and in 
front of businesses all 

around Temple City hoping 
to sell fireworks to custom-
ers. Every booth has an 
organization that receives 
some dona-
tions from the 
purchase of 

fireworks.  

For 
example, a 
firework ven-
dor booth on 
Las Tunas 
Blvd. helps the 
Temple City 
High School 

Band.  

“A percentage of 
the profit helps the Temple 
City High School Band,” 
stated Joanne Swan, who 

was volunteering at the 
Phantom Fireworks booth, 
“This is a great opportunity 
to help the band so please 

support 

them.”   

Even at 9 
pm on July 
4th, busi-
ness 
seemed to 
be booming 
with cus-
tomers buy-
ing last mi-
nute fire-

works.  

“Business has 
been great,” stated Swan, 
“This is my first year and 
it’s seriously a great experi-

ence.” And even with the 
bad economy, customers 
seemed to be willing to pur-
chase large amounts of 

fireworks.  

“I buy fireworks 
because it’s an American 
tradition, stated Temple 
City resident Lily Tseng, 
“Besides it only happens 

once a year.”  

July 4th is truly a 
great holiday and experi-
ence for people of all ages. 
Remember to be grateful of 
America’s freedom how 
many people sacrificed 
their lives to achieve this 
independence for all Ameri-
cans. 
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 When I was twelve, a internet website sud-
denly grew incredibly famous, and soon children and 
teenagers of all ages suddenly reveled in the fun of a 
addicting game revealed only through hushed whis-

pers — Neopets.  

 Unfortunately, despite its popularity, the 
“cool kids” decided that it was “not cool enough” or 
“for babies,” (despite the fact that you had to be 13 or 
older to fully play, resulting in a lot of faked birth 
dates.) Even though every other classmate I knew 
played Neopets, we had to pretend that we didn’t. 
Admitting that we did regularly or liked it would be 
submitting to ridicule and social suicide. It was a bit 
of a vicious dilemma, but that was elementary 

school.  

 It was sort of like the stupid thing where kids 
would pretend that they didn’t do something that they 

all knew they did — like passing gas or nose-picking. 

 Even at the age of twelve, I knew that our 
social norms and childish discrimination was ridicu-
lous. But I kept my head down and played feverishly 

anyway. 

 Time passed, and I grew out of the game. 
Though I kept coming back, work and other things 

kept me from staying for long. 

 Until now.  

 Graduated and unemployed, I’ve turned to 
Neopets like an old reformed alcoholic turning back 
to his bottle. Going through all the fun games I used 
to play made me remember all the fun I used to 
have. Maybe people will give me strange looks about 

it now, but I certainly don’t care. 

 Then again, it’s easy to laugh about it as an 
adult, but back then in elementary school, it was a 

much scarier and prejudiced world.  

 It makes me wonder why sometimes children 
can be so cruel — is it what they’ve learned from 
their superiors, or is it an ignorant prejudice that they 
exact themselves? Or is it because that they’re used 

to people telling them what to do or how to think? 

 As adults out in the “real world,” there’s less 
people telling us what to do and more difficult deci-

sions of deciding what to do for ourselves.  

 But in a way, it’s not so different. Instead of 
pointing fingers and calling names, people hide their 
judgments within them. It’s still enough to discourage 
people. Sometimes, we’re not so different than chil-

dren. 

 The days of being judged easily just for go-
ing on a certain children’s website are over, but 
there’s a world of prejudice and scorn waiting outside 

of it. 

 But why should we care and change our-
selves for strangers that care not about us? The 
fears of being judged will always remain in the back 
of our heads and the memories of childhood days, 

but that doesn’t mean that they have to rule over us. 

 I’ll conclude with a quote from Eleanor Roo-
sevelt — “No one can insult you without your con-

sent.” So don’t give them that satisfaction.  

  Go and judge me, but if you’ll excuse me, I 

have some pets to feed.  

Amy Fan is the editor-in-chief of the Temple City 
Voice. She will be attending Pepperdine University in 

the fall. Amy enjoys writing and drinking tea. 
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