
©   ALL RIGHTS  RESERVED JULY 15, 2011 

Temple City  
   Voice

 

   Local News          Politics          Science/Environment          Sports          Entertainment           Life          Opinion  

Concerts in the Park: Classic Oldies 

TCV BANQUET: Temple City Voice celebrated 
the past school year at the annual banquet on 

Friday, July 8.  

REACHING OUT , ONE VOICE AT A T IME 

Senior Editor Vincent Wei will be working as 

an intern for a coffee shop in Shanghai, China.  

 

BY AMY FAN 

 To gain experience in business, Senior 
Editor Vincent Wei will be going to Shanghai, 
China to intern at the “Coffee Beanery” coffee 

shop from July 30th to August 27th. 

 According to Wei, he took up this oppor-
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City Attorney unveils 
“standards of conduct” for 

city officials.  

 

BY TAYLOR EVANKO 

 A draft of protocols for 
the governing of City officials 
was recently unveiled and dis-

cussed Tuesday evening.  

 City Attorney Eric Vail, 
on behalf of the standards ad 
hoc committee, presented a 
semi-complete draft of rules 
during the September 7, 2010 

city council meeting.  

 The new protocols, or 
standards, will apply to the City 
Council, as well as city com-
missions. These rules come at 

“Protocols” on Page 2 

Tax increases passed in 

2009 have expired. 

 

BY YINTING HUANG 

 On July 1, the state-
wide tax rate in California 
dropped 1 percent due to 
expiring tax increases. In ad-
dition to saving a penny for 
every dollar spent, consum-
ers now save a staggering 43 
percent on annual vehicle 

registration fees. 

 A temporary 1 per-
cent tax rate increase was 
implemented on April 1, 
2009, a year in which 23 
other states experienced 
similar tax hikes. The state-
wide tax rate rose to 8.25 
percent, although additional 
local district taxes still apply.  
It was decided in May 2009 
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a time when City Hall is struggling to regain the confi-
dence of the community in light of negative press sur-

rounding the Piazza corruption scandal.  

 “What I want you to think of this document as a 

standard of conduct,” City Attorney Vail said. 

 The 11-page document includes seven sections 
and two appendices that handle the following topics: 
openness, fairness of process, ethical decision making, 

efficiency and accountability, and enforcement.  

 “We want a code of conduct to say how we 

should act,” Vail said.  

 He continued, “The Council intends that these 
protocols will not merely restate existing legal obliga-
tions, but will establish a higher standard of conduct for 

members in the government of this city.”  

 In regards to addressing the controversy sur-

rounding now former city officials, from the adoption of 
the protocols, council members will be asked to refrain 
from engaging with developers once a formal applica-

tion process has begun.  

 The new protocols will also allow the City Coun-
cil to censure members who misbehave, but will not 
give them the authority to remove elected officials. Only 
appointed officials can be removed following a majority 

vote of the City Council.  

 According to City Attorney Eric Vail, the role of 
mayor is also refined. The protocols name the mayor 
the presiding officer, ceremonial head of the city, and 
spokesperson for the City Council. The mayor is also in 

charge of maintaining order and decorum.  

 “It’s a historic time for the city to be having a 
discussion like this,” Mayor Pro Tempore Tom Chavez 

said.  

 Temple City resident Jeffrey Briggs also ap-

proved of the draft of protocols. 

 “It’s great! It’s something I really wanted to see 

happen,” he said.  

 The new protocols will be submitted to the City 
Council for approval at the next meeting, pending a few 

changes.  

 Councilmembers Carl Blum and Chavez sit on 

the standards ad hoc committee.  
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that the tax increase would last only 

until July 1, 2011.  

 Now, as the state sales tax re-
turns from 8.25 percent to 7.25 percent, 
Temple City's tax rate drops to 8.75 per-
cent in response. The sales tax in Los 

Angeles County is also 8.75 percent.  

 The change instilled a sense of 

optimism in the hearts of many. 

 "Of course it'll encourage peo-
ple to buy more," said Linda Payne, 
president and CEO of the Temple City 

Chamber of Commerce. "And it will help out 

businesses." 

 Some Temple City residents, how-
ever, do not believe that a tax rate drop 

would benefit California's economy. 

 "It doesn't amount to anything," said 
education worker Joe Ringo. "If it'll solve the 

state's problems, I'd rather pay more." 

 While it is estimated that the lower 
tax rate will save Californians $5.87 billion a 
year, the state is expected to lose $4.5 billion 

from the decrease. 

tunity to gain more experience for his major, business.  

 “I want to learn more about marketing and busi-
ness,” said Wei. “China is a great place to start because 

they have the world’s largest exports.”    

 Wei will be leaving for China as soon as summer 
school gets out. He will be working for his father’s friend, 
Maria Xia, who owns many restaurants and 
stores. He will be working for a coffee shop 

called “The Coffee Beanery.”  

When asked about his feelings for taking the 

job, Wei expressed positivity for his future work. 

 “I’m really excited,” he said. “It’s going 

to be my first internship and first time in China.” 

 For his job, Wei will be doing marketing 
and other desk work. He’s not entirely sure on 
what it entails, but he’s confident that he’ll be 

fine. 

 Wei is also looking forward to the social 

aspect of the internship. 

 “I’m looking forward to meeting new 
people, new interns,” he said. “And just visiting 

China.” 

 Wei found out about the internship 
when his father suggested it and brought up his 
friend. To Wei,  she sounded like a professional 
person to work under, and agreed to become an 

intern. 

 “My father just introduced me,” he said. “She 
said that she has a lot of interns from both China and 

America.”  

 Wei believes that his father is to thank for his 

opportunity.  
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 From a humble beginning and one student’s 
hopeful vision, Temple City Voice has matured and 

become the consistent newspaper that it is today. 

 It isn’t easy for a student newspaper to ac-
complish so much without a teacher, trainer, or full-
grown journalism adviser spearheading the way. That 
said, we should be proud of our accomplishments, but 

still look toward future improvements. 

 True, it hasn’t always been easy. We’ve had 
our crisis’s, scheduling problems, miscommunications, 
frustrations here and there. But by working as a team 
and having Matthew as our strong backbone to pull us 

together, we’ve made it through.  

 It’s been five years. It’s pretty impressive, and 
most high school clubs don’t even last that long. It’s 
long enough for us to be considered a staple source in 
the community, but not nearly long enough for us to 
collect a gallery of awards or a filing cabinet of rave 

reviews and complaints.  

 Non-profit and consisting of high-schoolers 
and a few young adults, we’re a simple group united in 
the same sense of community and love for writing, 

illustrating, and publishing.  

 We owe a lot of it to ourselves, but also to the 
community around us. To our mentors, teachers, 
elected officials, sponsors and supporters, thank you. 
If you’ve been reading TCV for this long, you deserve 

our thanks as well. 

 As for me, I haven’t been here nearly long 
enough to observe our role in Temple City from every 
stand point, but I’m hoping to do that this year. There’s 
a lot of hard work ahead, but I have great trust and 
respect in the writers and executive team, and I know 

that we’ll get it done together. 

 There’s so much people that I owe for getting 
so far, (yet having so far to go,) but I’d like to espe-
cially thank Matthew and Raymond for leading the 
way. And also, Vincent, for being a great person to 

work with. 

 I look forward to this year and hope that it will 
be another year of growth and credibility for TCV. And 
with luck, I will carry on the knowledge of the previous 
Editors-in-Chiefs and continue on where they have left 

off.  

 Provided that the world doesn’t end in 2012, 
we still have miles and miles to go for the future of 

TCV. Here’s to next year! 
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EDITOR’S COLUMN: 
FIVE YEARS AND STILL 

GOING STRONG 

July            19  City Council Meeting  

@Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M.  

 

  20               Tommie Tassi and  

         the Authentics (Oldies) 

                       @Temple City Park, 7:00 P.M. 

 

                   22                Movies in the Park:  

    Nim’s Island 

                            @Live Oak Park, 6:30 P.M. 

  

  27   Family Fun Rock n’ Roll 

    @Temple City Park, 7:00 P.M. 

Amy 


