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The Voice Celebrates 5 Years of Publishing 

CONCERTS IN THE PARK: Temple City      
residents listened to a performance by Tommy 

Tassi & the Authentics on Wednesday, July 20. 

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD 

Drivers were warned of potentially severe     
traffic issues from July 15th through 17th as a 

major freeway was shut down for repair. 

 

BY ADENEY ZO 

 During the week of July 11th, signs could 
be spotted everywhere on the freeway warning of 

“Carmageddon” Overhyped, 

Temple City Drivers Say 

“Carmageddon” on Page 3 

The July 22nd issue of      
Temple City Voice marks the 

fifth year anniversary. 

 

BY JUSTIN LIN 

 Five years ago, then-
Senior Matthew Wong wanted 
a newspaper that dealt exten-
sively with matters pertaining 

to Temple City. 

 “There was a lack of 
news about Temple City in the 
local newspapers,” says 
Wong, “And some newspapers 
covering Temple City either did 
not report events or received 
their news directly from the 
Temple City local govern-

ment.” 

 The newspaper has 
steadily expanded in terms of 
even t s  and  coverage . 
Throughout the years, Temple 
City Voice has hosted a variety 

“Anniversary” on Page 2 

People are interested, 

Sternquist says. 

 

BY TAYLOR EVANKO  

 Temple City Council-
woman Cynthia Sternquist on 
Tuesday expressed an inter-
est in starting a senior meals 

program in Temple City. 

 Sternquist, who was 
appointed to the City Council 
in 2009, asked her col-
leagues to consider the idea 
during the September 7, 

2010 city council meeting. 

 “It’s something, I 
think, there has been an in-
terest, anyway, expressed to 
me,” she said. “I think sharing 
meals definitely brings com-

munity.” 

“Senior Meal” on Page 3 
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Temple City Voice celebrates their fifth anniversary      
Continued from Front Page 

This week’s comic was designed by Tiffany Kha. 

of events, including 
four candidates’ 
forums over the 
past few years, 
such as this year’s 
forum, which had a 
panel of candidates 
running for City 
Council fielding 
questions from the 

audience.  

 This year’s 
Editor-in-Chief, Ray-
mond Tran, called 
the candidates’ fo-

rum “one of the most memorable and by far the most 

rewarding experiences in this organization.” 

 While Temple City Voice has done its job in 
having its own effect on the community, it has provided 
a valuable experience for those writing for part of the 

newspaper. 

 Wong said, “Over the last five years I’ve defi-

nitely learned and grown to become a better advisor. 
We have made mistakes but we learn from them and 

grow to become stronger and build our foundation.” 

 This newspaper has had led to many great ex-
periences for its members, and as a result, it has pro-
duced fine young writers, contributing to the community 

and to the newspaper itself. 

 Temple City Voice takes its inspiration from the 
past and incorporates them to make it a stronger news-
paper organization. Amy Fan and Vincent Wei, the Edi-
tor-in-Chief and Senior Editor, respectively, have been 
working hard to make sure the newspaper is a success 

and that more people are involved in the newspaper. 

 When asked about plans for the future, Fan 
said, “I want Temple City Voice to be a newspaper that 
is informative and interesting to read, one that plays its 

part in the Temple City community.” 

 As this newspaper celebrates its fifth anniver-
sary, editors look back in the newspaper’s past not only 
as something to be enshrined but also as something to 
build on, looking back on its history as a memorial and 
a cornerstone, a shrine and a building block, and learn-
ing from past mistakes and triumphs. Perhaps even 
more importantly, looking back at the past gives a valu-
able opportunity to remind everyone of the inherent en-
joyable process of just being a part of Temple City 
Voice that, despite the hard work, there is great excite-

ment and enjoyment to be had. 

 “The best part about Temple City Voice is to 
learn and have fun,” said Wei. “And the past editors 

have been doing a great job at that.” 

Illustration by Amy Fan 
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Sternquist says people are interested in the senior meal 

program Continued from Front Page 

Temple City drivers react to “Carmageddon” Continued from Front Page 
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 Councilman Vincent Yu concurred, calling the 

idea a “good suggestion.”  

 According to Parks and Recreation Director 
Cathy Burroughs, the City considered bringing a senior 
meals program about 10 years ago. However, due to 
limited funding, Temple City was unable to offer that type 

of program.  

 Another issue, Burroughs said, was the lack of 
space that the program could use for every day of the 

week. 

 “We could make room available [now],” 

Burroughs said.  

 If the City moves forward on Sternquist’s idea, 
the City would pay for the senior meals with Community 

Development Block Grant funds, Burroughs said.  

 Temple City is one of the cities in the surround-
ing area that does not provide meals to its senior citi-

zens, Sternquist said.  

 Following the discussion, City Manager Jose 
Pulido notified the City Council that he would direct staff 
to research the potential new program and return with 

additional information.  

major traffic during the weekend as the 405 freeway was 
closed for repairing. Is it the end of the world for drivers? 
According to officials, it may very well seem like an Ar-
mageddon on the freeway (thus the name). However, 
most civilians seem not to be overly concerned about 

this matter, and perhaps rightly so. 

 Contrary to the dire predictions, traffic has been 
relatively normal during this weekend. This could be at-
tributed to the majority of people staying home this 
weekend, the effectiveness of the warning 

signs, or a combination of both. 

 College student Derek Vuong had no 
problems on the freeway as he made his way 

to attend a wedding in Orange County. 

 “I think it [Carmageddon] is over-
hyped,” said Vuong, “I drove from Orange 
County and back on Saturday while going 
about 70-80 miles per hour on the 5 north, the 

97, and a couple other freeways.” 

 Fellow student Wayne Wu similarly 

experienced little traffic issues on the road. 

 “Well I just came back from the Orange 
County Fair and there was no traffic at all. I had 
to take a little bit longer route to get there but it 
really wasn't that bad. There were fewer cars 
on the road than I thought there would be. Hon-
estly, the drive was better on Carmageddon 

than on regular days,” Wu explained. 

 In addition to the mass warnings, 26 
Metro lines offered bus rides free of charge in 

areas near the 405 to help ease any road congestion. 
The Metro also monitored the traffic and promised to 

open up new lines with free fare if necessary. 

 So it seems that the Carmageddon that was ex-
pected might in fact have been more myth than reality, 
and the world of traffic will right itself by Monday morn-

ing. 
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 What a special occasion it is today! The copy 
of the Temple City Voice in your hands is the anniver-
sary issue. That’s right; you are holding the first issue 
of Year 6. You are a part of the 5th anniversary cele-

bration. 

 For five years now, the Temple City Voice has 
consistently published stories about the community, 
whether it is a story on the Concerts in the Park, the 
upcoming City Council or School Board election, or 

even about our youth. 

 It is truly amazing that we have held our 
ground despite the number of obstacles we have had 

to overcome. 

 Over the last five years, the Temple City Voice 
has had a number of accomplishments. These in-
clude: publishing more than 200 issues (which total 
more than 600 stories or articles), co-sponsoring four 
candidates’ forums for local City Council and School 
Board elections, and holding a voter registration drive. 
We have conducted a number of interviews with for-
mer mayors, school board presidents, and even a 

state senator. 

 Perhaps, what is most important is that we 
have trained tens of Temple City youth in the affairs of 
local government. In our short history, this organiza-
tion has been led by seven editors (and three execu-
tive teams) and has been supported by many students 
who have gone off to college. This year alone, we plan 

on increasing our staff size to 25-30 individuals. 

 We would be remiss if we did not remember 
how we got to where we are today or forgot who has 
supported us these past five years. Truly, our growth 
and success are the result of the hard work of many 
individuals, especially our editors. Under their leader-
ship, our student volunteers are led to produce count-

less stories that touch on Temple City life. 

 Looking back, it is truly amazing how far we 
have come. We started with a handful of staff in the 
summer of 2006, feeling our way as we learned how 
to operate a news organization. Five years later, our 
staff has grown, many changes have been made, but 
one thing remains, our mission. That is, to empower 
Temple City residents with the knowledge of what is 
going on in order to help them make informed deci-
sions and encourage them to play an active role in 

Temple City life. 

 On behalf of the Temple City Voice, thank you 
for your continued support. We look forward to an-

other successful and fruitful year. 

  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

PLEASE RECYCLE! 

     Letters to the Editor...  
 

   Can be sent to our  
  P.O. Box 1255 

Temple City, CA 91780 

Phone: 626 - 993 - 8241 
 

Blog:  
http://templecityvoice.wordpress.com 

 
E-mail: templecityvoice@yahoo.com 

TEMPLE CITY  Voice 
Volume 6, Issue 1 

Interested in sponsoring the Temple City Voice?  

Send an e-mail! 

FOUNDER’S COLUMN: 
FIVE YEARS  

July  22                Movies in the Park:  

    Nim’s Island 

                            @Live Oak Park, 6:30 P.M. 

 

  26   Planning Commission Mtg 

    @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

  27   Family Fun Rock n’ Roll 

    @Temple City Park, 7:00 P.M. 

August  2  City Council Meeting 

@Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M.       

             

Matthew 


