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Deadline to File for School Board Election is Today 

THE FUNKY HIPPEZ: The Funky Hippez played 
at Temple City Park on Wednesday, August 10, 

as part of the Summer Concerts in the Park. 

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD 

The district is accepting donations of school 
supplies through Monday, August 15 at the 

City Hall or at Live Oak Park. 

 

BY TERRENCE SUN 

 Anyone willing to donate school supplies 
for disadvantaged youths at the “I Love School 
Supply Drive” can send in their goods to City Hall 

Last Chance to   

Donate School  

Supplies  

“School Supplies” on Page 3 

The deadline to file is today, 

Friday, August 12.  

 

BY KYLE EVANKO 

 Every two years,    
candidates run for positions on 
the Temple City Unified School 

District Board of Education. 

 To officially run for the 
Board, candidates must file 
their paperwork declaring their 
candidacy. The deadline to file 
the paper work is Friday,  on 

August 12.  

 Current members Ra-
chel LaSota, Janet Rhee, and 
Bob Ridley have their terms 
ending this year. As of Aug. 9, 
incumbents LaSota and Rhee 
have both pulled papers to run; 

Ridley has not. 

 In addition to the two 
incumbents, others such as 

“Candidates” on Page 3 

Mayor postpones a vote to 
allow for more time for    

discussion.  

 

BY RAYMOND TRAN  

 A vote on a draft of 
protocols governing city     
officials was postponed 
Tuesday, as disagreements 

emerged over two items.  

 The two areas of   
disagreement center on a 
rule that prohibits city council 
members from meeting with 
project applicants once they 
have filed paperwork, as well 
as rule that prevents city 
council members from voting 
on items related to campaign 

“Protocols” on Page 2 
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donors who give $250 or more within a 12-month period.    

 Both points were raised by Councilman Vincent 
Yu during the city council meeting on September 21, 

2010.  

 Yu wanted the rule that prohibits city council 
members from meeting applicants scrapped. He also 
wanted to strike a clause that allows city council      
members to vote on items, even if they receive a       

contribution of $250 or more, if 12 months have passed. 

 Councilwoman Cynthia Sternquist defended the 
rule prohibiting a sitting council member from meeting 

with a project applicant once paperwork has been filed.  

 “I think it gives more transparency and I don’t 
like any, even the perception, that something might not 

be proper,” she said.  

 Yu disagreed, “I don’t see meeting with anybody 

would be improper.”  

 The councilman said that a lot of issues the   
current City Council resolved were due in part to        

listening to citizens who spoke to them.  

 To provide support for the clause, Councilman 
Carl Blum, a member of the ad hoc committee that 
drafted the protocols, stated the rule would be “raising 

the bar.”  

 “This is not raising the bar,” Yu responded. “This 

is interfering with how we do [city] business.”  

 According to City Attorney Eric Vail, there is no 
law that prohibits city council members or planning   
commissioners from meeting with project applicants 

once they file paperwork.  

 “The purpose of this rule is to simply avoid the 
appearance of impropriety,” Mayor Pro Tempore Tom 
Chavez said. “I don’t think any of us should put          
ourselves in a position where people could wonder why 
this councilman is meeting with this applicant, especially 
if we’re going to be called upon to make decisions on 

the project in the future.”  

 The rule is “an overreaction to the problems we 

had before,” Yu said.  

 Referencing the Piazza scandal, Councilman Yu 
stated that striking the 12-month clause, essentially    
permanently prohibiting council members from voting on 
items if they receive $250 or more from a donor, was a 

better alternative.   

 In addition, Yu wanted to lower the amount from 

$250 to $100.  

 Mayor Fernando Vizcarra, as well as          

Councilmembers Blum and Chavez, disagreed.  

 A final vote on the protocols may be held in a 
special meeting, the City Council decided. The meeting 

may be held as soon as October.  
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former School Board Member Emilie 
Cales, Kenneth Knollenberg, Kien 
Tiet, and Temple City Voice Founder 
Matthew Wong have pulled papers to 

run. 

 So far, four of the six indi-
viduals have filed their candidacy to 
run, making it official. The others 
have until Friday to file their paper-

work. 

 The Board consists of five 
elected individuals and one school 
representative that Temple City High 

School students elect. 

 As a part of the Board of 
Education, members make executive 
decisions about the seven schools in 
the district. As a whole, the board 
oversees and controls the majority of 
the issues and matters concerning 

the schools. 

 Elections will take place later 

on November 8. 

 The Temple City Voice and 
Temple City High School Junior State 
of America to sponsor a candidates’ 
forum for the School Board election. 
At the forum, the candidates will an-
swer questions and discuss what 

they hope to bring to the Board.  

 

or Live Oak Park before 

August 15th. 

 Items that the 
drive hopes to receive 
include paper, back-
packs, crayons, pencils, 
rulers, erasers, and 
folders. It is required 
that all of the items are 

new. 

 T h e 
“I Love School Supply Drive” has been help-
ing kids every year, distributing supplies to 
Emperor and Cleminson Elementary 
Schools. Last year the drive aided more than 
100 students, and their goal is to help more 

than 150 students for this year. 

 The creator of the group expresses 

positivity for the ongoing drive. 

 “Last year was very successful, (with 
people) wanting to help out kids starting the 
school year,” said administrative coordinator 
Debbie Ingram. “Hopefully, we will get the 

same response this year.” 

 Collection boxes can be found at City 
Hall and at Live Oak Park. Donators should 
hurry, because the drive ends on quickly on 
August 15. Families who want to receive sup-
plies should apply at Live Oak Park by Au-
gust 10, and bring proof of income and chil-

dren’s ages along with photo identification. 

 The event is viewed with much support from 

the community and city. 

 “Any programs that are going to enhance or 
help our youth succeed are important for everyone in 
our city,” Mayor Tom Chavez said. “In our tough eco-

nomic times, every little bit helps.”  

 For further information, call the Department of 
Parks and Recreation at (626) 285-2171 extension 

2361. 
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 Since July 2006, the Temple City Voice has 
had one mission. That mission is to educate the   
community about what is happening in order to      
encourage active participation among all members of 

the community.  

 In addition, for five years now, we have upheld 
a nonpartisan, nonbiased position. Our news reporting 
has neither published a story in favor or nor against 

anybody.  

 We have held onto these values because of 
our commitment to a high standard of journalism and 

because of our esteemed regard for our community. 

 As a result, we realize we have established a 
healthy level of trust between you, our readers, and us 

the Temple City Voice. 

 For these very reasons, I am compelled to 
disclose the following information. This afternoon, I 
officially became a candidate for a local political office. 
In the coming months, I fully intend to run a robust 

campaign in order to win this November. 

 I am sure this news raises some questions. 
Some of you may wonder what this means for the 

Temple City Voice. Some may not really care.  

 Let me state that regardless of whether I am 
an elected official, a candidate, or just an ordinary   
citizen, the mission and the values of the Temple City 

Voice should not and will not change.  

 In the five years that I have led this             
organization, I have never (nor do I intend to) prevent 
any story from being published simply because it was 
not in my interest. Never have I personally edited   
stories to make someone look better or another look 
worse. The fact that I am now a candidate will not 

change this practice.  

 Moreover, since August 1, the Temple City 
Voice has welcomed a new member to our team. Lu 
Chen, a former Temple City Voice staff member and a 
student at the University of California, Riverside, has 
joined our organization as the advisor. She will assist 

the students and me in running this organization.  

 No matter the outcome or the circumstances 
the Temple City Voice is in, I hope you will trust that 
we will continue to provide news in the same manner 

over the last five years: nonpartisan and nonbiased.   

 

 

Matthew Wong is the Founder of the Temple City 
Voice. He graduated from the University of California, 

Davis, this June.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

PLEASE RECYCLE! 

     Letters to the Editor...  
 

   Can be sent to our  
  P.O. Box 1255 

Temple City, CA 91780 

Phone: 626 - 993 - 8241 
 

Blog:  
http://templecityvoice.wordpress.com 

 
E-mail: templecityvoice@yahoo.com 
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Interested in sponsoring the Temple City Voice?  

Send an e-mail! 

FOUNDER’S COLUMN: 
TRUST 

August     16               City Council Meeting 

       @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

  

  18         Dining Under the Stars 

       @Temple City Park, 6:30 P.M. 

   

      27   ‘60’s Cruise Night For TC  

   Grads  

   @Newport Bay, 7:30 P.M.                  

       

  31     Chamber Coffee Connection 

@Chamber Board Room, 9:00 A.M.  

Matthew 


