
Concerts in the Park came to a 
close this summer with a     

modern country performance.  

 

BY KRISTY HSI  

 A huge welcoming 
sign exclaiming “Howdy     
Partners!” greeted the large 
groups of people who         
attended the summer concert 
finale which took place last 
Wednesday evening at     
Temple City Park from 

6:00pm to 9:00pm. 

The people at the 
concert were treated to a 
wide variety of vendors that 
served dishes such as tri-tip 
and chicken sandwiches with 
baked beans as well as      
deserts such as ice cream 
and shaved ice.  In addition 
to the food stands were a 
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The new school year for high school students 

began this week. 

 

BY ALBERT CHEN 

On Wednesday, Temple City High 
School began its first day of school, usher-
ing a new school year for freshmen and 

returning students alike.   

As usual, the students arrive early 
that day to pick up their revised schedules 
and proceed to their classes for the rest of 

the day. 

When asked about any changes to 
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Nimri, O’Leary, and Vigil      

re-appointed to another term.   

 

BY TIFFANY KHA  

  The city council has 

appointed six Temple City 
residents to three city    
commissions for a          

two-year term.  

 The city of Temple 
City received 47             
applications for six         
positions on the Parks and 
Recreation, Planning, and 

Public Safety commission.  

 An ad hoc          
committee composed of 
Councilmembers Carl 
Blum and Tom Chavez 
narrowed the pool of      
applications to 20, and 16 
were interviewed by the full 
city council at a special 

meeting on June 25, 2012.  

 Planning         
Commissioner Tom 
O’Leary was re-appointed 

“Appointments ” on Page 2 

Chang’s view on when school should begin.  

 

BY CELENE CHANG 

I remember a while back there were rumors    
going around that the district had decided to start the 

school year earlier, in August rather than September.  

I recall a lot of students being unhappy with the 

rumor and calling it “unfair”. Although it was never con-

firmed, I am all for starting the school year in August. 

As a student myself, I understand why my     
classmates would be so upset by the thought of starting 

school sooner.  

If school started in August, that means a shorter 

summer break right? Wrong.  

Regardless of when “Opinion” on Page 3 
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CONCERT IN THE PARK: Temple City 
residents enjoying the last concert of the 
summer                    
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City Council makes new and old appointments to city 

commissions Continued From Front Page 

First day of school for Temple City High School  Continued 

from Front Page 

to another two-year term.  

 Steve Curran was also named to the     
Planning commission. Mr. Curran joins O’Leary, as 
well as John Cordes, Patrick Horton, and Albert 

Leung. 

 Public Safety Commissioner Patricia Shen 
was also among the four finalists for the Planning 

commission, but was not chosen.  

 Parks and Recreation Commissioner Pam 
Vigil was also re-appointed, while Commissioner 
Peggy Miller was denied reappointment. Instead, 
the city council selected Donna Georgino to fill   

Miller’s position.  

 Ms. Georgino joins Vigil, Dan Arrighi,     

Nanette Fish, and Matthew Wong.  

 The city council also re-appointed Public 
Safety Commissioner Ousama Nimri. Incumbent 

Commissioner Shen did not reapply for a position.  

 Along with re-appointing Nimri, the city 
council selected Danny Redmond to fill Shen’s 
spot. Mr. Redmond joins Brian Baudendistel, Jim 

Clift, and Nicholas Stratis.  

 All selected commissioners will be sworn in 
at the next city council meeting on July 3. The 
terms for the new appointments expire in June 

2014.   

the school, principle Fosselman King said that 

there were, “very few.”   

There have been some changes to the staff 
list, however.  Those staff persons who are new to 
the school are Sue Anderson, Rachel Millanponce, 

Mary Pederson, and Lisa Cook. 

“We had one teacher retire this year, Kien 
Chen, who was a math teacher,” said King, 
“Brenda Pan, who used to work part time, took 

over his math classes.” 

Changes have also been made to the     

English classes. 

“One teacher has taken a leave of           
absence,” said King, “so we hired Lisa Cook, who 

will assist in the English department.” 

As for new 
classes, there are a 

couple. 

“AP Psychol-
ogy is a new and                     
AP Government is 

new.” 

One of the 
most radical changes 
to the school was the 
addition of a new, 
online            regis-

tration system. 

“The biggest 
thing is the Infosnap 
process for registrations,” said King, “In terms of 

our overall registration, things went really 
smoothly.  I think the process went by a lot 

quicker.”  

The scheduling of classes was also much 

smoother this year. 

“The master schedule loaded really        
quickly,” said King, “Over 98 percent of          
students got into the classes that they want-

ed.” 

This week’s comic strip was designed by Pauline Chen. 
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school started, break would 
still be the same length. If 
we started school earlier, 
that means summer starts 
earlier as well, and school 

would end in May.  

An earlier school 
year would definitely be 
more beneficial to the     
district because that means 
we have more time to learn 

before CST’s.  

Although many 
people might see them as 
a joke, our scores on the 
CST’s affect the school’s 
reputation. Often times I 
find that teachers shove a 
months’ worth of material 

within a week, because 
there isn’t enough time due 
to the impending CST’s. It’s 
annoying and hectic since 
we are being forced to 
learn so much information 

in a short amount of time. 

Starting the school 
year earlier would mean 
that we would have more 
time to cover the material, 
which means not needing 
to stress out as much the 

week before CST’s. 

“I don’t like how 
every year the teachers try 
to cram so much material 
right before the CST’s,” 
TCHS Junior Casey Cai 

said. “I don’t really learn 
anything and have to 
spend sleepless nights 
studying on my own to    

understand it.” 

Not only that, but 
August is the hottest time 

of the year.  

I don’t know about 
you guys but even if it is 
summer break, I don’t pre-
fer trying to have a good 
time in 100+ degrees. I 
would much rather have 
my summer start in May, 
when the weather isn’t 
scorching hot, and be able 
to go to the beach without 
getting a heatstroke. Being 

able to stay in an AC-ed 
room most of the day on 
the hottest month of the 

year sounds good to me! 

Most of the other 
schools in the San Gabriel 
Valley also start their 
schools in August, so I 
don’t see why we shouldn’t 
as well. Summer break is 
still the same length, and 
you might be able to finally 
score that advance mark-
ing that you’ve always 

wanted on your CST’s. 

e

Last summer concert of 2012           
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crafts booth and a face painting 

booth. 

The theme of this year’s 
Temple City Concerts in the Park 
finale is “Wild West Summer” and 
includes performances by Trick 
Roper “DAVE”, professional line 
dancers Lisa Clyde and Jim 
Peace, and the country band the 

Silverados. 

The concert started with a 
rope techniques display by Dave, 
followed by a line dance and a 
performance by the Silverados 

who sang top country hits. 

Judy Benson is a lady 
who has been to the summer 
concerts every year with her 

friends. 

“We came for the past 
few years and all this year,”     
Benson said, “In all this time, I 
don’t remember ever having a 
closing thing for the concert     
series, and it seems excellent to 
have something to close it all off. 
We like coming out and sitting 

here, listening to the music.” 

George and his family 

have also been coming to 
the concerts and did not 

want to miss the finale. 

“It’s a really nice    
family event to spend the 
summer night in,” George 
said, “The kids really enjoy 
listening to it and since we 
don’t listen to country much, 
it’s definitely a new            
experience for us. It’s our 
first time seeing so many 
booths and activities around, 

though.” 

Julie, one of the lead 
singers in the Silverados, 
also enjoys the sense of 
community that the concerts 

bring. 

“It’s our first time    
performing here, but I can 
already see that this com-
munity is really involved,” 
Julie said, “We do a lot of this 
stuff in other cities, but Temple 
City has been the most welcom-
ing and supportive there is. I’m 
sure the group would love to 

come back sometime.” 

As the night ends          
everyone enjoys the music of the 
concert one last time before they 
leave to await next year’s         

performances. 
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Recently, I celebrated my eighteenth       

birthday.  

Coming of age means more liberties for me, 

but it means more responsibilities as well.  

I think the occasion calls for reflection about 

one’s important values in life.  

For me, one of my first thoughts was: How 

will I vote? 

Having worked as a telephone bank           
volunteer and a poll booth worker, I view voting as a 

significant privilege and right.  

To prepare for my duty as a first-time voter, 

I paid closer attention to the elections race all year.  

The presidential candidates reached out 
across multiple media platforms, and I eagerly      
absorbed and processed their myriad of attacks, 

defenses, and promises.  

I was hungry for facts and for inspiration 

that would guide me in this important decision.  

The more intense the campaigns grew, the 

more excited I was about the prospect of voting. 

When I told my friends about this, however, 

many of them seemed bemused.  

“What is so exciting about voting?” they 

asked.  

“One vote doesn’t really matter anyway,” 

some said.  

It was then that I saw that my enthusiasm to 
be an active part of our democratic process wasn’t 

universal. 

A little research revealed that it is the sad 

truth.  

In a recent Gallup Poll that studied young 
U.S. voters' turnout intentions, only a mere 58     
percent of 18 to 29 year olds expressed that they 
will “definitely vote.” This statistic shows a twenty 
percent fall from the 2008 election, when 78 percent 

had responded that they will be voting. 

Why are young voters today more            

indifferent?  

Are they discouraged by the apparent lack 
of significant improvement in our economy,         
dissatisfied by the government’s actions and        
inactions, or discontent with the efficiency of the 

voting process altogether?  

Whatever the reason may be, the best     

solution is active participation.  

In times of uncertainty, supporting great     
ideas and standing up for your opinion is all the 

more important. Voice.  

If you can vote, do. I can only hope that  
these dismal predictions are a fluke, because one 

vote can make all the difference. 

To all eligible voters: See you in the voting 

booth on November 6! 

    

Yinting Huang is the editor-in-chief of the Temple 
City Voice. She is a senior at Temple City High 

School. 
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