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SUMMER EXPERIENCE: Temple City youth 
Vincent Wei was recently returned from China, 

where he had an interesting summer internship.  

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD 

Opinion: Shark Fin 

Soup Not Worth It 

“Shark Fin Soup” on Page 3  

Temple City youth Vincent 
Wei takes an exciting         
internship opportunity in 
China that proves to be both 

rewarding and invigorating.  

 

BY ROBERT XUE 

 Taking advantage of his 
summer break, Temple City 
Voice senior editor and high 
school student Vincent Wei 
served an internship at a cof-
fee bean shop in Shanghai, 

China for one month. 

 Inspired to gain valu-
able skills, Wei worked at the 
company’s downtown Shang-
hai coffee shop for most of 
August. There, he was as-
signed work in the field of mar-
keting, putting in a full day’s 
worth of work, 9 P.M. to 6 

P.M., Monday to Friday.  

 Wei states that he was 

“Internship” on Page 2 

After a trial run of three 
months, the City Council 
voted 5-0 to expand the   

program.  

 

BY V INCENT WEI 

 Eligible county resi-
dents will still be allowed to 
use Temple City’s Dial-A-Ride 
transportation services follow-
ing the City Council’s decision 

on Tuesday.  

 The City Council 
voted unanimously to con-
tinue offering service to select 
county residents during the 
November 2, 2010 city coun-

cil meeting.  

 “To this date, we 
have nine individuals regis-
tered for the Dial-A-Ride pro-

“Dial-A-Ride” on Page 3 

Wei Shares 

His            

Experience   

in China  

Dial-A-Ride 

Continues to be 

Available for 

Select County 

Residents  

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL 

NEWS ARTICLE  

Tsang believes that shark fin soup does more 
harm than good for the people and the        

environment. 

 

BY VINCENT TSANG 

On Tuesday, September 6, 2011, the 
California senate passed a bill to Governor Jerry 
Brown, which intends to ban shark fin soup from 

restaurants. 

If approved, the environmental issues 
that result from the production of shark fin soup 
will slowly end. Gathering shark fins to produce 
the soup has created negative impacts toward 
shark populations and the quality of ocean’s eco-

systems. 



PAGE 2 TEMPLE CITY VOICE 

Youth’s summer internship involved working in a 

coffee beanery Continued from Front Page  

This week’s comic was designed by Emily Fan. 

Illustration by Amy Fan. 
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*Mention the Temple City Voice for a special discount.  

not paid in any way by the company. According to him, 
the main motivation for the internship was to prepare for 
college. Wei said that he took the internship to gain bet-

ter understanding for his future career. 

 “I just thought it would be good for college ap-

plications,” he said. “I’m majoring in business.”  

 His daily schedule included taking a bus down-
town at 8:30 A.M., working on various advertisements 
until noon, and finishing up work from 1 P.M. to 6 P.M. 
In his work, Wei learned how to market and draw in the 

audience.  

 Wei’s experiences included meeting people 

from all walks of life.  

 “I met [a person] that did coal mining,” he said. 
“And another that worked in the Shanghai transporta-

tion bureau.”  

 While the work was challenging, Wei readily 
claims that he liked the entire experience. He states 

that the highlights of his time in China were “the experi-
ence of going to a new country” and “meeting new peo-

ple, interns.”  

 On the weekends, Wei pursued his secondary 
goal, exploring China and learning about Chinese his-
tory and culture. He traveled to Beijing and many other 
notable cities, taking in the splendor of the country. 
Climbing the Great Wall of China was his most memo-

rable experience.  

 Wei expresses his appreciation of the entire 
trip, from the people to the culture and history of the 
country, to the difficult but enriching work.  He cites his 
father as the benefactor of his great experiences in 

China. 

This illustration was designed by Pauline Chen. 
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Council okays continuing the program expansion Continued from Front Page  

Opinion: “Shark finning” ruins environment Continued from Front Page 

e

gram that are county residents,” Parks and Recreation 

Director Cathy Burroughs said.  

 “However, none of them have used this service 

as of yet.”  

 Burroughs said that staff’s recommendation was 

to “continue the program as it is.”  

 Some council members were surprised that no 

county resident had opted to use the program.  

 “I’m surprised at the low usage rate for what ap-
peared to be a big need,” said Councilman Carl Blum. 
Blum opposed extending the service to county residents 

in June.  

 Mayor Pro Tempore Tom Chavez said, “Sounds 

like it’s working out.”  

 In June, the City Council voted 3-1 to permit se-

lect county residents to use the Dial-A-Ride service, 
which was previously only available to Temple City resi-

dents.  

 Only county residents who lived in areas adja-
cent to Temple City, that was also south of Duarte Road, 

were eligible to become a user.  

 “The restrictions were based on location of 

where they lived,” Burroughs said.  

 County users also have to meet the following 
eligibility requirement: be at least 60 years of age or older 

or have a disability. 

 The extension of Dial-A-Ride to select county 
residents was made possible after Councilwoman Cyn-
thia Sternquist pitched the idea to her colleagues earlier 

this year.  

 In order to retrieve the shark fins that are used for the soup, many fishermen will brutally cut the fins off the 
sharks and toss the sharks back into the ocean for a slow, suffocating death. This method of poaching is inhumane 
and consumers should understand the poaching technique because if they are aware, they will probably think twice 

about ordering another shark fin soup.  

 People believe that “shark finning” 
should continue because the shark population 
is still high in numbers. That is not true. Ac-
cording to the International Union for Conser-
vation of Nature, one-third of shark species 

now face extinction.  

 With a declining number of sharks, the 
ocean’s ecosystem will slowly change. Beau-
ties such as coral reefs will slowly disappear 
because sharks feed on the fish that eat the 
coral reefs. The absence of sharks means a 

rise in the population of fish that eat the coral 

reefs. People may want to think about limiting 
their influence on sharks because their influ-
ence causes great harm to the underwater 

world. 

 Businesses should stop producing the 
soup because of the population issues that 
arise. People do not seem to realize the sever-
ity of the issue. If sharks become extinct, not 
only will the sharks disappear, but the main 
ingredient to the soup will disappear as well. If 
the soup is truly valued, restaurants will stop 
producing the soup for the sake of their busi-

ness.  
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 Myspace is gone and dead, but today, every-
one’s stressing over a new Top 8, Top 12, or Top 20 — 

colleges. 

 “Apply to a few dream schools, several realistic 

options, and a couple safeties,” they all tell me. 

 Sure thing. I pencil in my favorite schools; 
those that are within reach, and those that would take a 
miracle to get me in. It doesn’t bother me too much that 
some of my dream schools are the realistic or safety 

options of some of my other classmates. 

 But what does bother me is the fact that all the 
seniors at school seem to be jumping off on caffeine 

and hysterics every time “college” is even mentioned.  

 College is nearly everything we’ve worked for 
in the past several years, but it’s no reason to lose all 

rationality and spazz out.  

 I peek over my friend’s top 8’s. I see a few 
Ivies, lots of UC’s, a good number of privates and out-
of-states, and a couple of Cal-States and community 

colleges just in case. 

 I try to be rational with my friends.  

 (Emily, you only have a C average. I think you 
should probably cross Harvard off your list. Denny, 
you’ve never gotten a B in your transcript and you have 
a 4.4 weighted. You’ve got a shot at Stanford and put 

down UCLA too!)  

 It’s tough facing reality when you know it might 
determine where you get a job in life. But it’s even 
worse to delude yourself and be disappointed later. 

Take chances, but don’t be too upset if you don’t get in. 

 At the end of the day, I’m glad to have a realis-
tic list of options, even if they could be a lot higher. A 
lot of people are still mourning their decisions in fresh-

man year, but I think it’s better to look beyond.  

 In these desperate times, I want to tell all my 

peers not to get too stressed out over the little things.  

 When it’s time to work, go work, but designate 

a time to relax as well. 

 Our bodies need some time to wind down and 
relax. Whether that relaxation comes in naps during 

Physics lectures or at late at night is up to the student. 

 Take a word of advice and chill out. It’ll be 

okay. 

 And if nothing else, here’s a variation of a re-

dundant cliché, (not good for personal essays!) for you: 

 Keep calm and study on. 
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EDITOR’S COLUMN: 
WHY SO SERIOUS? 

September   15  Senior Movie 

@Live Oak Park, 12 P.M. 

 

 Epoxie Unglued Free Children’s Event 

@Colorado Blvd, 10 P.M. 

 

  17    Cooking Demonstration  

  @Temple City Library, 2 P.M. 

 

  20 City Council Meeting 

@City Council Chambers, 7 P.M. 

 

October  11 SAT Practice Test 

@Temple City Library, 10 A.M.  

Amy 


