
Major renovation of Temple 
City’s western corridor to 

take place this year. 

 

BY YINTING HUANG  

A state transportation 
agency has recommended 
Temple City’s Rosemead 
Boulevard Improvement        
Project for approval, according 
to Project Manager Kristi       
Twilley. Caltrans gave its    
approval on June 28, Ms.    
Twilley wrote in the July 6, 

2012 city manager’s report.  

“Avant Garde informed 
the City that Caltrans has      
reviewed and recommended 
the Rosemead Boulevard     
Project for federal E-76        

Full Moon Festival takes over Las Tunas Drive 

Two important local measures, J and S, will 

appear on the November ballot.  

 

BY MICHAEL COLLINS 

On November 6, registered voters will 
be able to vote on two local measures that will 
have a major effect on Temple City and its    

surrounding areas.   

Measure J, one of the measures on the 
November ballot, proposes to improve light rail 
and subway connections, as well as airport 

“November Ballot” on Page 3 

Crowds gather to participate 
in the festivities of the  Full 
Moon Happy Family Festival 

in Temple City. 

 

BY RACHEL DONG 

 With stands all across 
the street of Las Tunas, people 
meander from vendor to vendor 
in the 13th Full Moon Happy 

Family Festival. 

 This event, organized 
by EDI Media Inc and Global 
East TV, celebrates the         
Chinese Moon Festival, a      
traditional event. The event 

lasted from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

 The event had many 
things to offer—performances, 

free items, and a lot of food. 

 Along the street of Las 
Tunas some vendors sold small 
snacks, moon cake, and yogurt, 
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FULL MOON FESTIVAL: Chinese festival 

draw Temple City residents and visitors.  

               Photo by Albert Chen 
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Full Moon Happy Family Festival Continued from Front 

Page 

 Along an alley, there was an abundance of    
different varieties of authentic Asian food. Some of these 
included stinky tofu, tea, and grilled meat skewers. The 

smells all combined and were pervasive and pungent. 

  It was clear that in this festival, many aspects of 

the culture were brought out.  

 The vendors even sold fruit trees, toys, and 
hats, many of them speaking Mandarin while trying to 

sell their products. 

 One first-time participant said, “I learned a lot 
about the culture. I got some type of oil that cured my 

headache and a massage.”  

 Performers from places such as Shin Dance 
Academy and other groups took the stage in front of 
many rows of seats and performed in front of a          
background that displayed the many sponsors of this 

event. Some were McDonalds and East West Bank. 

 Another spectator thought the turnout was     

surprisingly successful.  

 “A lot of people really came out and participated 
in this, and that really surprised me; I realized Asian 

culture is really growing,” the spectator said.  

 All in all, this event served to display the 
diversity in the city while embracing one of the 

more palpable cultures in our community. 

but the real food was located right beside the Temple 

City Park.  

This week’s comic was designed by Adrienne Vong. 

e

Full Moon Festival: Residents throughout Temple City 

come to enjoy the festivities. 

                      Photo by Albert Chen 
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Rosemead Boulevard project 
Continued from Front Page 

Measures J and S Continued from Page 1  

approval,” the project manager 
stated. This recommendation 
means the major street renovation 
project can be reviewed by the 
Federal Highway Administration. 
Once the federal agency                              
authorizes the project, it will be 

placed out to bid.  

Ms. Twilley noted that she 
expects the agency to give its     
approval “in about two-and-a-half 

weeks.”  

As the City awaits news 
from the Federal Highway                         
Administration, Vanir Construction 
Management intends to continue 
making preparations to bid the    
project. Along with Vanir, the      
project management consultant, 
Temple City has hired Gruen      
Associates and Avant Garde, the 
project designer and project       
finance administrator and labor 

compliance monitor, respectively.  

The Rosemead Boulevard 
Improvement Project introduces 

energy-efficient lighting, pedestrian
-friendly enhancements, drought-
resistant landscaping, public art 

works, and protected bicycle lanes.  

Approximately two miles of 
city streets along Rosemead 
Boulevard will be upgraded from 
Callita Avenue to the railroad 

tracks.  

The project is estimated to 
cost $18,291,288, of which $17 
million in grant funding has been 
raised from 14 regional, state, and 

federal sources.  

The construction phase 
will cost about $15.9 million and is 
scheduled to begin in late summer 

2012.  

A town hall meeting, the 
third for the Rosemead Boulevard 
project, will be held prior to        
construction, Community                        
Development Director Steve 

Masura previously stated.  
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connections, by accelerating         
construction, which, if the measure 
passes, will be complete in five years 

rather than 20.   

The measure is actually an 
extension of Measure R, 
which Los Angeles County 

voters approved in 2008.  

Should Measure J 
gain two-thirds approval,   
voters would essentially    
continue the one-half cent 
increase of tax for an         
additional 30 years. Measure R is 

currently scheduled to expire in 2038.  

The other measure that    
directly affects Temple City and its 
school district, Measure S, asks    
voters to approve a $128.8 million 

bond. This bond would directly      
contribute to classrooms throughout 
the Temple City Unified School     

District, as well as improve facilities.  

The bond measure will tax 
property owners $58.00 per 

$100,000 in appraised value 
in order to pay for the 
bond’s contributions toward 

district improvements.  

Proponents argue that    
necessary renovations will 
also be addressed with the 

bond money, including repairs to 
central heating and cooling units, as 

well as roof repairs.  

Additionally, those in favor 
state the bond will be audited                     
annually and will be overseen by   

citizens of Temple City.   

However, opponents argue 
that the school board should not 
have placed the bond measure on 
the November ballot given the                      

uncertain economic climate.  

They also note that Temple 
City already approved a bond, which 
has not been completely paid for, in 

1998.  

Earlier this year, the Los   
Angeles County of Education        
released a report detailing that the 
school district still has $18.6 million in 
existing bond obligations, as of June 

2011.  
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With the SAT’s shortly upon us, so comes 
feelings of impending doom. Or at least, that’s how I 
saw it a year ago when I was about to take my first  
SAT reasoning test after spending my summer holed 

up in SAT classes.  

A year later, I sit here thinking of the two 
more subject tests that I have to take in approximate-
ly two weeks. And much to my parents dismay, I 
have yet to begin studying for these as the large blue 
SAT Subject Tests guide sits on the floor next to me, 
having only been cracked open maybe once or twice 

in these past few weeks.  

Also, STAR or CST or whichever name the 
California Standardized Tests go by now results 
came in the mail rather recently. I did not do that 
well, thus eliciting groans from my parents. But at 
least colleges do not get to see those, only your AP 
& SAT scores. I mean, they’re only used to compare 
your schools to other ones, which of course deter-
mines the supposed rigor of your education and de-

termines the value of your grades.  

Which reminds me, I’ve been wondering late-
ly about the value of AP exams. If I get a 5 on the AP 
test but received a B in the class, will they overlook 
that in lieu of my score? Just something to muse 
over. In any case, at least AP exams help you get out 

of classes in college. 

I, probably like many other high school stu-
dents, am finding myself rather frustrated with all of 
this testing. Yes, I understand that they are a neces-
sary part of college admissions because without 
them, there would be no real standard to compare 
everyone by. But there are some places that do not 
use such exams in considering their admission. I 
guess what I am trying to say is that I am annoyed by 
these tests because it seems like without doing well 
on them, you can’t get into a good college. But even 
if you do well on the SAT or your AP exams, if you 
don’t have stellar grades, then it is difficult to get in 

anywhere as well. 

Okay, bottom line here? I am procrastinating 
from studying for my subject tests and needed tolet 
out a first world problem rant. But hey, tests are pret-
ty much a necessary part of our lives and there is no 
avoiding them. Take wisdom from the wise (in this 

case my parents), “Too bad. Deal with it.”   

                        Tiffany 
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