
Amazon.com institutes sales 
tax on California residents 

for all online purchases. 

 

BY JESSIE CHEN 

Implemented on    
September 15, a Californian 
law pushed Amazon.com and 
other large internet merchants 
with affiliates inside California 

to collect taxes.  

This nexus applies to 
out-of-state retailers who have 
sold more than $1 million to 
Californians and have had 
more than $10,000 in sales 
referred by an affiliate in     
California in the past year. 
These taxes range from 7.25 
percent to 9.25 percent      
depending on the shoppers’ 
county.  
 
 California has a cash 

Beware of West Nile Virus  

The West Nile Virus resurfaces as in recent 

times, more become ill. 

 

BY CELENE CHANG 

Although the percentage of deaths 
yearly from West Nile Virus has stabilized at a 
minimally low rate, reports of death have been 

steadily worsening.  

This year has been the worst by far, 

“Virus” on Page 3 

The ordinance also creates a 

public arts commission.  

 

BY TIFFANY KHA 

The city council                       
recently adopted an ordinance 
establishing a public arts                      
program, as well as a public 

arts commission. 

By a 3-0 unanimous 
vote, the city council approved 
Ordinance 12-960 during the 
August 7, 2012 city council 
meeting. City council members 
Carl Blum and Cynthia 

Sternquist were absent.  

Ordinance 12-960               
provides a “legal framework” 
that crafts a public arts program 
and public arts commission, 
according to Assistant to the 

“Public Arts” on Page 2 “Taxes” on Page 3 
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POND: Mosquitoes possibly carrying the West 
Nile Virus are attracted to warm, still-standing 

bodies of water.      Photo by Tiffany Kha 

A New Wave of 

the West Nile  

Virus  
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Public arts program Continued from Front Page 

According to the staff     
report, the city council will appoint 
the inaugural commissioners by                              

mid-October.  

City commissioners will be 
selected among Temple City                    
residents, and may include Temple 
City businesses, Councilman Tom 
Chavez noted. Mr. Chavez emphasized that this was the 

first time that  non-residents could participate.  

“I think that will be a good mix” Mr. Chavez said.  

A total of five commissioners will be selected, 
which is a model similar to existing city                                       

commissions.  

“It’s fun and I think it really enhances the city 
and will continue to do so,” Councilman Fernando                   

Vizcarra said, in regards to the ordinance.  

Mayor Yu also voiced his support, saying: “I 
think it’s time that Temple City also, moving                      

forward, invests in art.”  

Currently, a public arts advisory group, which 
has been instrumental in the formation of the                  
Walter P. Temple bust, as well as providing                         
contributions toward the Rosemead Boulevard                

Improvement project, exists.  

That group may well be transitioned into an             
established public arts commission. Last June, the 
group recommended the city sponsor a public arts                 
program to be supervised to a public arts                           

commission.  

 

City Manager Brian Haworth.  

The proposed law also develops a mechanism 
that secures funding, while also instituting rules                      
governing the public arts program. Additionally, it                
specifies that the city will provide staff to support the 

program and commission.  

Once the city council adopts the ordinance a 
second time, likely at the subsequent city council   

meeting, the ordinance will take effect within 30 days.  

This week’s comic was designed by Emily Fan. 
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Amazon.com tax Continued from Front Page 

West Nile Virus  Continued from Page 1  

deficit of over $20 billion and     
estimates that there are losses of 
$1.2 billion in online sales taxes. 
The Californian Department of 
Finance hopes to receive $260 
million in additional sales taxes 

from now through June 2013.  

Peter Choi, president of 
the Temple City Chamber of    
Commerce, believes that the new 
sales tax will benefit businesses in 

Temple City. 

“It levels the playing field 
for local brick and mortar retail 

businesses,” said president Choi. 

Choi believes that the 
new sales tax will give buyers 
more reason to shop locally and 
bring more tax dollars to Temple 
City while benefitting local       

businesses. 

“Having to pay sales tax 
on Amazon will encourage people 

to buy items locally and put the 
sales tax dollars locally here in our 
community which then go to pave 
the streets and provide public 
safety and help the city provide 
services for Temple City                     

residents” said Choi. 

Choi urges residents    

living in Temple City to buy locally. 

“When you shop locally in 
Temple City your money and your 
sales tax money goes back into 
Temple City and helps to provide 
the services for the residents 

here.” 

California isn’t the first 
state to be taxed on Amazon. 
Sales taxes have already been 
collected in the six states of New 
York, North Dakota, Texas,   
Washington, Kansas, Kentucky, 

and Pennsylvania.   

with reports of nearly 2,000 cases of 
the West Nile Virus. The first case 
announced this year in the L.A. 
County was reported in the San    

Gabriel Valley, back in July 2012. 

West Nile Virus is 
usually transmitted to    
humans from mosquitoes 
that haven bitten infected 

birds.  

The virus was first 
identified in Uganda, in 
1937. Although it remained 
seemingly dormant, its 
potency reoccurred in the 
1990s. Unfortunately, it made its way 
to the United States in 1999- drawn 
to the most densely populated place 

in the U.S - New York City. 

The state that has taken the 

direct hit of the virus this year is 
in Dallas, Texas. It has gotten so   
severe that the state officials had to 
spray the city with anti-mosquito   
pesticide, the first time in years. As of 
Sep. 25, there have been a total of 

34 cases. 

Experts say that the                     
sudden outbreak of disease 
is mainly contributed by the 
abnormal weather. There 
have been more heat 
waves, and places that  
already have high                             
temperatures are more     
susceptible. This is due to 

the fact that mosquitoes breed more 
in heat, which leads to more people 

becoming infected. 

There have also been a rise 

in the death of birds, and in August, 
officials found two dead birds in                 
Santa Monica that were tested                  

positive for West Nile Virus. 

There were a total of 63 
deaths in the L.A. County last year 
from the virus, and a total of four this 
year. Although we may not have  
received the blunt of the axe so far, 

precaution is necessary. 

So far there are no vaccines 
for West Nile Virus, however civilians 
can prevent the chance of infection 
by avoiding mosquitoes at all costs. 
Make sure to check on any areas 
with stagnate water, where mosquito 
breeding is more susceptible, and 

using tons of bug repellent . 
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THE WEEKLY CALENDAR 

SEPTEMBER 28 

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY               

TCUSD SCHOOLS  
 

OCTOBER 2 

C ITY COUNCIL MEETING                           

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 7:30 P.M. 
 

OCTOBER 8 

TEMPLE C ITY HOLIDAY DONATION 

DRIVE BEGINS  
 

OCTOBER 19 

AREA 2 NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 
MEETING                                          

TEMPLE C ITY H.S., 6 TO 8 P.M. 

 

OCTOBER 20 

FALL FESTIVAL AND CAR SHOW 

TEMPLE C ITY PARK                                 

12 P.M. TO 4 P.M.  



 Temple City — It’s that time of the year when 
I ask you to do me, our community, and our nation a 

big favor.  

 Please, register to vote and remember to 

vote on Election Day, November 6.  

 This November, you will have the opportunity 
to exercise your voice on a wide spectrum of                
candidates and ballot measures. From voting for a 
presidential candidate to the nearly dozen California 
ballot measures to the Temple City school bond, 

there’s too much at stake for you to remain silent.  

 Yes, I know the argument against registering 

to vote. It’s two words: Jury Duty.  

 However, if you possess a California driver’s 

license, you’ll still be in the pool of prospective jurors.  

 And trust me, it’s not that bad. I know,       
because I served my duty earlier this year, for nearly 

a month!  

 Let’s look at the arguments for registering to 

vote.  

 First, voting is a right for all Americans, 18 

years and older, or at least 18 by Election Day.  

 Our founding fathers envisioned a country of 
democratic principles. How democratic is it if the citi-

zens of this great nation says, “No thanks”?    

 Second, voting ensures your voice is heard.  

 That’s right. If you don’t register and don’t 
vote, your voice does NOT count. You are essentially 
letting others decide for you. So, if you’re for Prop. 
30, but sit out, it doesn’t matter. Or, if you’re against 

Measure J, but sit out, again, it doesn’t matter.  

 It’s easy to do it — register to vote.  

 Pick up a paper application at the Post Office 

or City Hall.  

 Or, register online. This is a relatively new 
method of registering to vote and is available for the 

first time in California history.  

 The deadline to register is October 22.  

 For those who have registered and always 

vote: Thank you.  

 Thank you for recognizing the significance of 
participating in elections. Thank you for loving this 

country.  
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