
Students and district                                  
representatives announce the 
completion of the three year 
long energy efficiency program 
in Temple City Unified School 

District. 

 

BY ALBERT CHEN 

On Monday, a                          
celebration was held at the 
Temple City High School media 
center to announce the                         
completion of the energy                 
efficiency program in the                  
Temple City Unified School             
District that was started three 

years ago.   

Speakers at the event 
included Student Board Member 
Kyle Evanko, Superintendent 
Dr. Chelsea Kang-Smith, Board 
President Matt Smith, Senator 
Carol Liu, and Representatives 
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Overrated? 
College rankings are a common tool many 
students use when applying to schools. But 

is its importance exaggerated? 

 

BY SABRINA FANG & NATALIE JIN 

College rankings are a common tool 
many students use when applying to schools. 
College rankings are a good and helpful source 
of information when performing college            
research. They provide students with an idea of 
which schools have the best academic                    

programs and would better benefit their future.  

According to the latest edition of                   
National University Rankings released by U.S. 
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Businesses will be allowed 
to sign concession                    
agreements for shared   

parking  

 

BY TIFFANY KHA  

Temple City                    
businesses with inadequate 
parking will soon be able to 
sign parking concession 
agreements with their                 

neighbors. 

The city council           
recently adopted Ordinance 
12-959 during its August 21, 
2012 meeting. The ordinance 
will give businesses a new 
remedy to tackle a lack of 

parking.  

Steve Masura, the 
community development          
director, said the ordinance 
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Students should not choose colleges based solely on 

rankings. 

 

BY CELENE CHANG 

Recently, U.S. News released a list for the top 
ranking colleges and universities of 2013.  Although it 
may seem helpful for many students that are applying, 

these types of list hold little to no value. 

I am sure that most people would love to say 
that they had the opportunity to  attend one of the top 
schools in the nation. This prestige and honor does not 
only prove to others your capabilities and intellect, but it 

also gives boasting rights.  

I do not agree with choosing a university based 
on its ranking, which is what 
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ENERGY EFFICIENT PARKING LOT:                     
Construction of Temple City High School’s    

solar-paneled parking lot is now completed.     

Photo by Tony Wong 
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Ordinance may provide developers incentives to build 

additional parking Continued From Front Page 

Weighing college rankings Continued from Front Page 

would be a “more flexible way to deal with parking                        

shortages.”  

Currently, Temple City’s municipal code        
requires businesses to have a certain number of              
parking spaces. That number varies based on the type 

of business, including the size and use.  

“The Parking Concession Agreements would 
provide the city with a tool to work with future                              
businesses and developers by allowing shared parking 
agreements with adjacent or nearby properties with  

excess parking,” according to a staff report.  

The report also highlighted that Ordinance                 
12-959 could entice developers to build surplus parking 
in order to “facilitate shared parking or lease                       

agreements with other properties.”  

Last October, the city hired RBF Consulting to 
conduct traffic calming and downtown parking studies. 
The consultant was awarded an approximately 
$185,000 contract, which was paid for by Measure R 

funds.  

 “I am very pleased to see this toolbox of                  
options we need to address this issue,” Councilmember 

Carl Blum noted, referring to the lack of parking.  

A motion to adopt the ordinance by second 
reading was made by Councilmember Tom Chavez and 

seconded by Councilmember Blum.  

The vote was unanimous, 4-0.  Councilmember 

Fernando Vizcarra was absent.  

After 30 days, Ordinance 12-959 will take effect.  

News & World Report, Harvard University was ranked 
number one with Princeton University finishing second. 
Six of the eight UC colleges were able to make the top 
one-hundred including UC Berkley, which ranked twenty

-one, and UCLA, which ranked twenty-four. 

Rankings are usually based on the student 
G.P.A. average, graduation rates, faculty quality and 
other different factors. Ranking methods vary with every 
publication. Some publications are based on an overall 

scale while others are divided into categories.  

Rankings can heavily influence a person’s                       
opinion on which universities they should consider                

applying for.  

College rankings are helpful sources of                      
information. They offer a general understanding of 
which schools are best to meet the goals and needs of 
the student. However, a person’s opinion on which col-
leges should be considered the best should not pertain 

to rankings alone.  

Often times, rankings are determined by need-
less information, such as how many volumes of books 

the library has, or how many professors there are have 
a doctorate degree, than  actual learning quality. It is 
thus important to remember that there are other factors 
to consider such as the campus, location, and the 

school’s atmosphere.  

Judy Graunke, the German teacher and head of 
NHS- The National Honors Society- suggests that 
“students should not take these rankings into deep                           
consideration.  Most of the time, kids get into amazing 
places that aren’t amazing for their major. They attend 
schools that aren’t right for their respective learning 
styles. Class sizes and the atmosphere of the campus 
should be researched before students base their             

impressions of a school on a mere scale”.  

However, many students do take the ranking of 

their prospective schools seriously.  

A Temple City High School Junior, Andrew Pau, 
says, “I feel that although these rankings are useful 
when students apply to colleges and when students get 
their acceptance letters. The rankings give them a 
sense of their school’s reputation. A good school with a 

good reputation is definitely desirable. Considering 
these rankings has given me an idea of which            

colleges I would like to attend”. 

When it comes down to choosing which college 
to attend, rankings should not completely influence 
a person’s decision. Instead, one’s own personal 
preferences and options should be considered              
before one accepts facts based on a college                  

ranking. 

This week’s comic strip was designed by Catherine Wei. 
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most people have the                 
tendency to do when they 

see these lists.  

People say that 
they want to attend            
Harvard because it is the 
best school in the nation, 
but in actuality they don’t 
understand what it is that 
Harvard, Caltech or any 
other prestigious school 
are known for. If you 
choose a school based on 
its name, rather than your 
major, then it is just a 

waste of time. 

Schools like             

Harvard and Yale are 
known for their law              
programs. MIT and Caltech 
are known for their science 
and engineering 

programs.  

Not only 
would it be a 
complete waste 
of money if you 
went to Yale to 
major in, let’s 
say, foreign lan-
guages, but it also doesn’t 
resonate well. It would be 
like going to a high-class 
restaurant, and ordering a 

burger. 

I blame it on these 
types of lists that cause 

students to veer 
toward colleges 
due to their 
name, rather 
than                            
considering if 
the colleges 
suits their                 

major.  

My advice for 
those applying would be to 
first consider what you 
want to be, and then select 
the university that offers 

the best program for it. 
Here in California, there 
are plenty of UC’s to 

choose from.  

College is expen-
sive, so I would suggest 
going to a UC for                   
undergrad, and then           
applying for a better                

university for grad school. 

Colleges and          
universities are not brand 
names to parade on the 
street, it’s what they have 

to offer that matters. 

e
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from the California State Assembly, 
Southern California Edison, Daewoo 
International America Corp., and 

Chevron Energy Solutions. 

The energy efficiency                
program involved a variety of                  
renovations and installations in 
throughout the Temple City Unified 

School District.   

These include, a new solar 
photovoltaic power system in                 
Temple City High School, a new  
boiler and chiller at Longden         
Elementary School, the installation 
of new windows at Oak Avenue            

Intermediate School and more.   

The project is expected to 
reduce TCUSD’s electrical bill by 
more that a third and drastically   

reduce carbon emissions. 

“With the new energy          
efficient retrofits and solar energy 
system, our district will generate 
more that 3.8 million in energy              
savings over the course of the              
project,” said Student Board Member 
Evanko, “That is money that will no 
longer have to be put toward                    
keeping our lights on, but they can 
now be dedicated toward enhancing 
and supplementing the education of 
our students, and that is a huge          

reason to celebrate today.”  

The project has taken 

three years to complete. 

“We started this                
journey in January 2009,                
forming an energy efficiency 
committee,” said                                    
Superintendent Kang-Smith, 
“We really looked toward cost 
saving ideas while helping our 

earth at the same time.   

Throughout the                   
celebration, TCUSD was given 
awards for its leadership in 
providing environmentally 

friendly facilities. 

“The project is about 
creating a better future, not  
only for our planet, but for the 
students that we serve,” said 

Kang-Smith. 

The energy efficiency 
program also includes new   
instructional materials for 
teachers that will help them 
inform students about being 

environmentally responsible. 

“As educators we are                    
constantly striving to find new and 
innovative ways to engage our                
students,” said Kang-Smith, “The 
energy education program that is 
part of our Chevron energy solutions 
really worked with our students and 

our educators in providing                              
professional development for our 
teachers with curriculum and solar 
kits for hands on experiments that 
are aligned with state standards to 
enhance environmental and energy 

awareness.” 
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OCTOBER 9 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 7:30 P.M. 

 

OCTOBER 10 

GOLDMAN SACHS                          

“10,000 SMALL BUSINESSES” 
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Have you heard of Williams College? How 
about Amherst? Or, perhaps, Swarthmore or        

Pomona College? 

Some readers may answer yes. The four 
institutions each have their own unique culture, but 
there is one thing they have in common – they are 

some of the nation’s top liberal arts colleges. 

Most people, however, have never heard of 

them.  

Last month, I had the opportunity to visit two 
colleges of these liberal arts colleges on the East 
Coast. The trip really opened my eyes to the                      
benefits of a liberal arts education, and I personally 

loved what I saw.  

Here are some of the best arguments for 

attending a liberal arts college, in my opinion: 

1. Undergraduate focus. Unlike larger research 
universities, liberal arts colleges only teach               
undergraduate students. Because of this, more 
individual attention is given to the students, and 
more resources are available without                              

competition from graduate school students. 

2. Smaller, closer community. Liberal arts colleges 
tend to be smaller in size, but the vitality of the 
community is not diminished. Students may feel 
lost in the crowd in large universities, and liberal 

arts colleges could be the right choice for them. 

3. Emphasis on “soft skills.” Grad schools and  
employers often favor students from liberal arts 
colleges, because their education equips them 
with a broader understanding of the world and 
essential skills such as analyzing and                           
communication. This is made possible by small 

class sizes in diverse subjects. 

Clearly, there are many advantages to a 
liberal arts education. Why, then, do so little people 

know about them? 

The lack of publicity is due in part to their 
size. Liberal arts colleges typically have around two 
thousand students on campus, while universities 
may have student bodies ranging from ten to twenty 

thousand. 

The fact that they are operating under most 
students’ radars, however, do not detract from the 
quality and prestige of a liberal arts education. For 
example, Forbes recently ranked Williams as the 
number one undergraduate institution in the United 

States, above all the Ivy League universities.  

While liberal arts colleges may not be the 
right choice for everyone, they are definitely worth 
checking out. Williams, Amherst, and Swarthmore 
are all located on the East Coast, while Pomona is 
right here in Southern California. Pomona is also 
part of the Claremont Colleges, a consortium of five 
prestigious liberal arts colleges including Claremont 

McKenna, Scripps, Pitzer, and Harvey Mudd. 

As we enter college applications season, I 
encourage all college-bound students to broaden 

their search for the right college.  

Yinting Huang is the editor-in-chief of the Temple 
City Voice. She is a senior at Temple City High 

School. 
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