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Candidates’ Forum This Sunday at Temple City High School 

HOMECOMING DANCE: On Saturday, October 
8, Temple City High School students enjoyed 

their early “Wonderland” themed dance.  

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD 

JSA and TCV-Sponsored   

Forum is Sunday 

Matthew Wong is seeking a 
position on the School Board 
with a variety of different 

ideas for the district. 

 

BY JUSTIN LIN 

 UC Davis graduate 
Matthew Wong is running for a 
first term on the Temple City 

School Board.  

 At the age of 21 Mat-
thew Wong graduated from 
Temple City High School in 
2007 and the University of 
California at Davis with a major 
in Political Science and Asian 

American Studies.  

 Wong sees his youth 
as a positive aspect that will 

benefit the community. 

 “What our school 

“Interview” on Page 2 

Ad hoc committee recently 
interviewed five firms for the 

job. 

  

BY VINCENT WEI  

 Temple City officials, 
along with Vanir Construction 
Management, Inc., are nego-
tiating with an architectural 
and engineering firm for the 
Rosemead Boulevard Im-
provement Project, City Man-
ager Jose Pulido recently 

said.  

 Gruen Associates 
was selected as the finalist 
after interviews with the 
Rosemead Boulevard ad hoc 

committee.  

 The ad hoc commit-
tee is composed of Council-
members Carl Blum and Vin-

“Project” on Page 3 

School Board    

Candidate      

Interview:  

Matthew 

Wong 

Negotiations   

Underway for 

Rosemead      

Project Architect 

and Engineer  

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL 

NEWS ARTICLE  

Everybody is invited to attend the candidates’ 

forum on Sunday, October 16.  

  

BY AMY FAN   

 In preparation for the November 8 school 
board election, the Temple City Voice and the 
Junior State of America club at Temple City High 
School will host a forum for the candidates this 

Sunday, October 16, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.  

 The six candidates include Rachel 
LaSota, Janet Rhee, Robert Ridley, Ken Knollen-
berg, Kien Tiet, and Matthew Wong. They will run 
for three spots on the Temple City Board of Edu-

cation. 

 The third biennial 
school board candidates’ “Forum” on Page 3 



PAGE 2 TEMPLE CITY VOICE 

Wong running for School Board Continued from Front Page 

This week’s comic was designed by Pauline Chen. 
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board lacks 
right now is en-
ergy,”  said 
Wong. “We 
need energy to 
do big things,” 

he says.  

 W o n g 
also seeks to 
remove certain 
misconceptions 

about age. 

 “If the 
voters look past 
age, they will 
see someone 
who is truly 
dedicated and 
love the city and 

its schools.” 

 Wong has also had experience with state legis-
lators, having interned with State Assemblyman An-

thony Portantino and state Senator Carol Liu.  

 If elected, Wong would bring new ideas and so-
lutions to the questions facing the city regarding the 

school system, especially with funding.  

 One part of his plan is to set up a fundraising 

committee to raise funds within the city.  

 In addition, Wong wants to update our school 
facilities using money raised within the school commu-

nity, to renovate the schools in Temple City.  

 One of Wong’s biggest emphases is his desire to 
be more involved with the community. He wants to work 
with the community by expanding the number of town 
hall meetings, to inform the people of certain projects 

and to gauge how they feel about certain projects. 

 In addition, Wong seeks to form a community 

based coalition to focus on how to renovate the school. 

 In order to pay for the plans he has outlined, 
Wong will pursue grant funding from the state. He says 
that his experience with Portantino and Liu has taught 
him how to interact and speak to the state and federal 

level in different areas. 

 Wong hopes to bring a new perspective to the 
school board. His major ideas involve involving the whole 
community in order to make Temple City Schools an 

even stronger place for study.  

 “I care deeply about the community,” said Wong. 
“Where there is economic difficulty, I see opportunities 
for us to all get involved and to reach everybody. I want 
to involve everybody within the community to enhance 

our school system.”  

This interview is part of a series of profiles of the School 

Board  candidates.  

Matthew Wong, Photo Courtesy  



e

PAGE  3 TEMPLE CITY VOICE 

Rosemead project moving along Continued from Front Page 
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cent Yu.   

 “We interviewed and selected an architectural 
engineering firm to help us design the Rosemead Boule-
vard [Project],” Councilmember Vincent Yu reported dur-

ing the December 7, 2010 city council meeting.  

 A search for an architectural and engineering 
firm began mid-October and concluded on October 27. In 
November, five highly ranked firms were interviewed for 

the position of project architect and engineer.  

 According to Councilmember Yu and City Man-
ager Pulido, the City Council will be asked to approve a 

contract with Gruen Associates in mid-December.  

 “Once contract negotiations are complete, the 
consultant contract will be present to the City Council for 
consideration,” Pulido wrote in his December 2 weekly 

report.  

 Vanir Construction Management, the Rosemead 
Boulevard project manager, City Attorney Eric Vail, and 
City Manager Pulido are involved in the negotiations with 

Gruen Associates.  

 The Rosemead Boulevard Improvement Project 
was conceived after the City acquired Rosemead Boule-
vard, also known as Highway 19, from the state of Cali-

fornia in 2008.  

 The City plans to introduce various improve-
ments to the city street, such as energy efficient lighting, 
pedestrian-friendly enhancements, and drought land-

scapes.  

 Public art will also be incorporated following the 
City Council’s decision on December 7 to appoint Coun-
cilmember Blum and Mayor Fernando Vizcarra to set up 

a public arts advisory committee.  

 Vanir Construction Management, which was se-
lected in August as project manager, will evaluate, re-

design, and bid for the actual construction of the Project. 

 An earlier report has indicated that the Project 
will cost Temple City $7 million dollars. However, the City 
has already received up to $6.3 million in grants, with 
another $3 million already allocated from the general re-

serves.  

forum will be held in the 601 building at Temple City High School. Drinks and light refreshments will be provided. 

JSA will moderate the event.  

 JSA Event Organizer Justin Lin hopes 
that it will be a productive event for both the 

candidates and attendees.  

  “I definitely hope people will get good 
insight on the candidates when attending this 
forum,” said Lin. “You can get a good sense on 
what each candidate is like by hearing them 

talk.” 

 The forum will be the third school 
board candidates’ forum. In total, both JSA and 
TCV have co-sponsored four candidates’ forum 
for local City Council and School Board elec-
tions since 2007. It is now a tradition that raises 
community awareness of local politics in Tem-

ple City.  

 “The problem with the upcoming elec-
tions and attention focused on them is that you 
don’t really get too much of a chance to get to 
meet them and know them,” said Lin. “It’s good 
to get to know a candidate that will choose your 

best interests.” 

 All candidates have confirmed their 
attendance. Former School Board Member 

Emilie Cales is no longer a candidate.  
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 It started out as an internet phenomenon and 

turned into a massive, leaderless protest.  

 As I type, demonstrators are now gathered in 
New York and other large cities, protesting against 
wage distribution, capitalism, the Obama administra-

tion, the economy, and of course, Wall Street. 

 With the slogan of “We are the 99%,” the 
movement aims to shed light upon the actions and rep-
ressiveness of the “1%,” A.K.A. the big business lead-

ers, bank owners, the government, and Wall Streeters.  

 Opinions on the protests are split and there are 
political figures that support and oppose the event on 

both sides.  

 For example, conservative talk show host Rush 
Limbaugh has called the protestors “genuine parasites” 
and “bored trust-fund kids” while 2012 Republican can-
didate Ron Paul fully supports the non-violence and 

progressive meaning behind the protests. 

 Critics of the movement say that the protestors 
know nothing about economic regulation and cannot 
blame the rich for being poor, while supporters praise 
the activists for moving toward economic equality and 

fighting against corporate corruption. 

 As a revolt of the “99%,” there are interesting 
characters that can be found in the crowd. Protestors 
can include anyone from a homeless veteran, a 
wealthy doctor, or the multi-millionaire rapper Kanye 

West. 

 Strangely enough, we’ve experienced an Arab 
Spring of our own — one that has branched out and 
spread to different parts of the world because of our 

influence. 

 I can only wonder what will result from the pro-
tests. Will it only result in further dissatisfaction of the 
government, or will it actively lead to change and re-

considering?  

 Are the protesters fighting to get their voices 
heard by the government, or by the world that’s watch-

ing them? What will be more effective? 

 It’s been so long that people have been dissat-
isfied with the economic and social state that I’m sur-

prised protests didn’t come earlier.  

 What will result from the protests this time? Will 
we undergo a revolution of our own and successfully 

create changes in the government? 

 Or will the demands of the masses only be 

washed away by the powerful “1%?” 
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Interested in sponsoring the Temple City Voice?  

Send an e-mail! 

EDITOR’S COLUMN: 
OCCUPY WALL STREET 

October  15     Homecoming Football Game 

@Temple City High School (North Field), 7 P.M. 

 

  16 School Board Candidates’   

   Forum 

@Temple City High School (Room 601), 2 P.M. 

 

  17 Chamber Mixer 

 @District Office Board Room, 5:30 P.M. 

 

  22 Family Fall Festival 

@Temple City Park, 12 P.M. 

 

Amy 


