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School Board Candidate Interview: Rachel LaSota 

CANDIDATES’ FORUM: On Sunday, October 
16, the Temple City Voice and TCHS JSA        

co-sponsored a School Board candidates’ forum. 

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD 

The City held a town hall meeting to discuss 

the recent Rosemead Boulevard Project. 

 

BY KYLE EVANKO 

 Last Thursday on October 6, the city 
council held a meeting at Live Oak park to dis-
cuss upcoming Rosemead Boulevard renova-

tions. 

 The city council is planning on renovating 
Rosemead and introducing a number of changes 

to the worn street.  

 The changes mainly include refurnishing 
the roadway and walkways close to the boule-

vard. 

Temple City Sponsors 

Community Meeting on 

Rosemead Project 

“Rosemead Boulevard” on Page 3 

Rachel LaSota will be       
running for another school 
board term in the November 

election. 

 

BY JUSTIN LIN 

School Board Member 
Rachel LaSota is running for a 
second term on the school 

board. 

As a 20-year resident, 
LaSota works on the medical 
board in California and is a 
probation supervisor. One of 
her children graduated Temple 
City High School as part of the 
Class of 2011, and the other is 
currently attending school at 
Oak Avenue Intermediate 

School. 

LaSota has placed the 
Temple City school budget as 

“Interview” on Page 2 

B u r r o u g h s :  Y W C A          
Interested in providing 

meals for seniors.  

 

BYVINCENT WEI  

 The city of Temple 
City is currently working to 
bring a proposal for a senior 
meals program for City Coun-
cil consideration, Parks and 
Recreation Director Cathy 

Burroughs said. 

 The City is in talks 
with the County of Los Ange-
les and the San Gabriel 
YWCA to discuss the costs of 
a meals program for seniors, 
the parks and recreation di-
rector wrote in the December 
9, 2010 city manager’s 

weekly report.  

“Senior Meals” on Page 3 
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Rachel LaSota prepares to run again for the School 

Board election Continued from Front Page 
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This week’s comic was designed by Pauline Chen. 

one of her highest con-

cerns. 

 “We’re reliant 
on what the state dic-
tates to us,” said 
LaSota. “We apply for 
grants, but unfortunate 
the grants that were 
once available have 

dried up.” 

 As a result of 
less funding from the 
state, LaSota and the 
rest of the school board 
have had to make 
“heart-wrenching” deci-

sions. 

 “ E i g h t y - n i n e 
percent of our budget is 
from personnel,” said 

LaSota. “Unfortunately, when we look at cutting, they 

often have to be in personnel.” 

However, LaSota is very confident in the school 
system, which she says is “high performing.” At the 
same time, LaSota would also like to see an expansion 
of the ROP classes, for students interested in other op-

tions besides college after high school.  

In addition, though Temple City High School 
has met state expectations and has a very high API 
score, La Sota would like to see the high school be on 

target with the No Child Left Behind program.  

LaSota has also had a close relationship with 
another member of the school board, Janet Rhee, and 

the two are running mates in this election.  

“We balance each other very well; I’m very le-
galistic, Janet’s a numbers person. I couldn’t imagine 

doing this without her.” 

LaSota is running because she is, most impor-
tantly, a community member. She is running to serve 
the community to serve as an active member in the 

school system and city. 

“I’m not living to be a school board member,” 
says LaSota. “Even if I were not elected, I would con-
tinue to be active in the community through PTA, and I 

would still be participating in school events.” 

 

 

This interview is part of a series of profiles of the 

School Board  candidates.  

Rachel LaSota  

Photo Courtesy  
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Proposal for senior meals program Continued from Front Page 

Rosemead Boulevard to be refurnished in future Continued from Front Page 
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 “Once we have received the information from the 
County, or the San Gabriel Valley YWCA, on the costs of 
the meals, we can better determine what 
the cost to the City will be for the lunch 
program,” she wrote. “At that time, we will 
bring an item to the City Council for direc-

tion on a senior meals program.”  

 In September, Temple City Coun-
cilwoman Cynthia Sternquist asked the 
City Manager to research how to bring a 

senior meals program to Temple City.  

 According to the councilmember, 
Temple City was one of the cities in the 
surrounding area that did not provide 

meals to its senior citizens.  

 “It’s something, I think, there has been an inter-
est, anyway, expressed to me,” Sternquist previously 

said.  

 If the City does create a senior meals program, it 
plans to use Community Development Block Grant 

funds, Burroughs said. However, the use of 
CDBG funds would likely decrease the 
amount of funding available for other City 

programs. 

 “Since the use of CDBG funds for 
community service programs is restricted, 
using these funds for a senior meals program 
would decrease the amount of funding avail-
able for the Youth Scholarship program, 
which is also funded through CDBG,” 

Burroughs said.  

 According to the parks and recrea-
tion director, the City would need to contrib-

ute 15 percent in matching funds. The County of Los 

Angeles would provide the balance.  

 The city has a number of plans of how to improve Rosemead. First, the city wants to install a median which 

would house trees and plants, all of which would be low maintenance and drought-tolerant. 

 Public art is also a main constituent of 
the project. The city plans to place public and 
local art on the sides of the road and on the 
sidewalks. Murals and artistically designed bike 
racks are ideas for the possible art. Another 
idea is to put modern Camilla signs around the 
entrances and exits of Temple City to signify 

the city boundaries. 

 So far, the project is estimated to cost 
$15 million; however, Temple City has received 

around $14.6 million in grants for the project. 

 A major keystone in the project will be 
the intersection of Las Tunas and Rosemead. 
The city plans to work with the local businesses 
and the Piazza contractor to create a very wel-
coming environment. The Piazza is projected 

to finish the summer of 2013. 

 The city is to select a contractor hope-
fully by the end of the year or early next. The 
overall construction is anticipated to be com-

pleted at the end of 2013. 
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 As an aspiring journalist and global news  en-
thusiast, there’s a true joy in picking up a newspaper 

and leafing through headline stories of the latest issue. 

 Today, we find the majority of news through the 
internet, (and although it’s managed to put a few jour-
nalists out of work,) it helps the growth of micro-

broadcasting and easily-accessible media. 

 But with all technological advancements, it has 

its pros and cons. 

 For example, imagine my annoyance when I 
log into my Yahoo mail and see that the front page sto-
ries on Yahoo News are about Justin Bieber’s new hair-

cut and five “never-before-seen” ways to lose weight. 

 Sometimes on the same day that there’s a 

flood in Thailand and a mass shooting in Libya. 

 After trying to swallow the bile bubbling up my 
throat from the wretchedly un-newsworthy stories, I 
contemplate switching emails so I don’t have to see 

horrible articles popping in my face every day. 

 But it’s then that I realize that Yahoo News isn’t 
the only one at fault. American news stations, papers, 
and radio broadcasts have fallen as a whole. People 
that want coverage of important international events 
now have to search elsewhere if they want to know 

what’s going on the world.  

 Search on American news stations and sites, 
and the front page stories will often feature celebrity 
gossip, localized micro-events, and political propa-

ganda. 

 It’s ridiculous how close-minded and superficial 
American news has become. It’s even worse when 
they’re riddled with mind-boggling mistakes and obvi-

ous biases.  

 What happened? Does our news reflect our 
flawed society? Or do the flawed news influence our 

society? 

 I’m not convinced that Americans are too apa-
thetic about important newsworthy articles. I’m sure 
more of us are tired about hearing about the same ce-

lebrities again.  

 So why do news stations and newspapers think 
that newsworthy articles don’t sell? Or are they so 
brainwashed by their own media that they don’t know 

any better? 

 I’m hoping people will realize what’s happened 

with our media and fight for better news coverage. 

 As for now, I’ll go check out some stories on 

BBC and Al-Jazeera. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

PLEASE RECYCLE! 

     Letters to the Editor...  
 

   Can be sent to our  
  P.O. Box 1255 
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Interested in sponsoring the Temple City Voice?  

Send an e-mail! 

EDITOR’S COLUMN: 
NEWS? WHAT NEWS? 

October         22                Family Fall Festival 
@Temple City Park, 12 P.M. 

 

 
24         Chamber Awards Dinner 

@Clearman’s North Woods Inn, 6 P.M. 

 

 
25          Parent Conference Day 

@Temple City High, 4 P.M. 

 

 
Planning Commission Meeting 

@Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 
 

 

Amy 


