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School Board Candidate Interview: Kien Tiet  

RED RIBBON WEEK: For October 24-28,    
Temple City High School had their annual Red 
Ribbon week to motivate students to avoid 

drugs. 

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD 

Kien Tiet, a Temple City resident and practic-
ing attorney, is running for a position on the 

Temple City School Board. 

 

BY ASHLEY CHANG 

 Attorney and Temple City resident Kien 
Tiet will be running in the 2011 school board 

election this November. 

 Tiet’s slogan, “Dedicated to our children 
and the future,” expresses his emphasis on stu-
dent education and furthering the growth of the 
Temple City community. A firm believer for equal 
access to education in our district, Tiet will work 
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“Interview” on Page 3 

Temple City officials approve 
a payment of $55,472 to the 

School District. 

 

BY AMY FAN  

 Temple City officials 
on Tuesday agreed to pay the 
School District approximately 
57 thousand dollars for the 
replacement of a gym floor and 
two sets of bleachers at Oak 

Avenue Intermediate School.  

 However, the payment 
will be tied to a clause that 
guarantees the City’s use of 
the gym for a minimum of 25 
hours a week, for a duration of 
seven years, city officials said 
at the January 4, 2011 city 

council meeting. 

“Gym” on Page 2 

A recent graffiti incident at 
Temple City High School 
prompts outrage and     

concern. 

 

BY ROBERT XUE 

 On Monday, October 
10, Temple City High School 

was vandalized by graffiti. 

 The perpetrator has 
not been caught, and the po-
lice department has issued a 
$500 reward for information 
leading to the arrest and con-
viction of those responsible 

for the vandalism. 

 The high school ad-
ministration acted swiftly, 
removing the graffiti with wa-
ter. The next day, students 
witnessed the removal of the 

traces of the crime. 

 The students of the 
high school reacted in a vari-

“Vandalism” on Page 3 

City Agrees to 

Pay Half  

of Cost for   

Oak Avenue’s 

Gym Floor 

Students  

Respond to    

Vandalism at 

Temple City 

High School 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL 

NEWS ARTICLE  
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Payment goes to Oak Avenue middle school for gym 

floor Continued from Front Page 

e

e

This week’s comic was designed by Emily Fan. 

 “Without a City-owned gymnasium, we have 
been using the gymnasium at Oak Avenue Intermediate 
School and the gymnasium at Temple City High School 
for the past few years,” Parks and Recreation Director 

Cathy Burroughs said.  

 She admitted, “We use the gym extensively at 

Oak Avenue and at the high school.”   

 The new gym flooring was installed during the 
summer of 2010, according to the parks and recreation 
director. Prior to the installation of the new flooring, the 

gym at Oak Avenue was not in good condition.  

 As a result of the school’s decision to replace 
the gym floors, new bleachers had to be purchased. 
The City, Burroughs stated, was also asked to contrib-

ute money for two sets of bleachers.  

 The City ad hoc committee, composed of Coun-
cilmembers Tom Chavez and Fernando Vizcarra, be-
gan discussing in 2009 with their counterparts to dis-
cuss jointly renovating the Oak Avenue gym and a park-
ing agreement for City employees to park at the District 

Office parking lot. The City had also agreed to explore 

grant funding for a new gym floor.  

  “Even though we had these discussions, at 
length, the item was never brought before the full Coun-

cil for formal approval,” Burroughs said.  

 After a year of negotiations, the City was asked 
to pay half the costs of the new gym floor and bleach-

ers. 

 Since the City did not allocate funding for the 
replacement floors, the City’s payment will come from 

general reserves.  

 However, Parks and Recreation Director Cathy 
Burroughs noted that the contribution will come on top 

of the City’s 2010 contribution to the School District.  

 In 2009, the City agreed to pay the School Dis-
trict a lump sum payment for the first time in Temple 
City history. This year, the City again contributed 
$20,000 to the School District in order to secure joint 
approval of the Facilities Use Agreement between the 

two bodies.  

 At one point, the City Council also consid-
ered building a City-owned gym. The plan was later 
abandoned due to the economic situation and lack 

of grants.  

 

 

Editor’s Note: To read another unpublished City 
article, “Gruen Associates Named Rosemead     
Project Architect and Engineer,” please visit our 

blog.  
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Temple City High School gets “tagged” Continued from Front Page 

Tiet prepares to run in the upcoming election Continued from Front Page 

e

ety of ways, all of them condemning the act.  

 To TCHS senior Frank Hsu, the action was a 

blatant act of destruction and selfish expression.  

 “Vandalism is wrong, and it is disrespectful to 
our school property,” says Hsu.  “It is a way to be recog-

nized.”  

 Junior Jessie Chen was infuriated by the disre-

gard for the students of Temple City.  

 “Every day people come to school, and they 

don’t have the right to vandalize. It’s public property.” 

 Many students offered insight as to the possible 

methods of prevention.  

 Temple City Voice writer Terrence Sun opines 
that the maintenance of the school is essential in reduc-

ing the likelihood of vandalism.  

 “If the school has good general maintenance, 

there will be less chances of vandalism,” says Sun.  

 He adds that an attitude of awareness amongst 
both students and staff will discourage graffiti and other 

types of destructive behavior.  

 “Have staff members check around convenient 

locations at school time for possible vandalism.” 

 For all students of TCHS, the graffiti was an im-
portant reminder of the damage caused by vandalism 

and the need to prevent it. 

to improve and enrich the quality of student education as well as open community involve-

ment in schools.  

 “In these tough economic times,” Tiet said, “We need to pull together to make pub-

lic education work.”  

 Tiet stresses the importance of giving back to the community as the main reason 

of why he is running for a position on the School Board.  

 “I wanted to 
give back to our com-
munity,” Tiet said, “As a 
candidate, I do not 
h a v e  a  h i d d e n 
agenda. I do not have 
an ax to grind. I just 
want what is best for 

the kids and the community as a whole.”  

 A former CFO of a large corporation, Tiet 
believes that his legal training and experiences in 
the business world will provide the Temple City 

School Board with insight for long term planning. 

  He hopes to better leverage underuti-
lized district assets and guide the district toward 

responsible fiscal management.  

 Currently, Tiet is a practicing lawyer in 
Temple City and specializes in business transac-

tions and litigations and corporate tax planning.  

 “If elected,” said Tiet, “I pledge to be ethi-
cal, fiscally prudent, and prepared to discuss 
subjects and issues related to our district. I will 
work diligently to improve our educational stand-
ing by working with students, parents and teach-

ers.” 
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 We’ve all been in that situation, when we 
choose to commit to something, while others don’t. Or 

others fail you and you have to do all the work. 

 Normally, I like to respect others and remem-
ber that they probably have other roles to fill, so I don’t 

get too upset. 

 But it’s when the people at the top, the creators  
of their own business, agenda, or organization, are re-

sponsible, that I am unable to ignore true hypocrisy. 

 In May of 2010, a certain liberal news maga-
zine (that I will keep anonymous) hosted their yearly 
writing contest and I decided to enter. The results were 
due to come in October 2011, so I knew that it would 

be a long wait until I received my results. 

 Why so long a wait? I wondered. Did it take 
that long to judge the entries? I patiently waited all 
summer and a few months into the school year, won-

dering if they thought my entry was good. 

 The day for the announcement of the winners, 
October 7th, finally arrived, and I rushed home from 
school to check the results. No update. Surprised, I 
waited a few hours and checked again. No update. I 

waited until it was almost 12:00 and checked. None. 

 A week passed, where I checked the website 
every day for any kind of update. It wasn’t until a few 
days later, that they posted up a note saying that they 
were behind on the judging (because the entries were 

so good!) and they would decide by the 21st.  

 The 21st rolled by. Nothing. 

 By the 25th of October, I already had a few 
nasty words in my head for the magazine. I checked 
again recently, and they had nonchalantly pushed the 

deadline to November  4th. 

 Well, then. How cute. 

 First of all, it’s ridiculous when contests give 
the excuse that the entries were too good. A deadline 
is a deadline, and it should at least be alerted in ad-
vance if it has to be pushed back. Not days after every-

one’s been let down. 

 And second, I made the deadlines when I sent 
my 800 word essay for the contest. Is it so much to ask 

that they do the same? 

 It just irks me when people stress about com-
mitment, but can’t even commit to fulfilling their own 
duties. It’s embarrassing to see big organizations fail to 

meet their own goals, or help fulfill the goals of others. 

 Is responsibility too much to ask? 

  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

PLEASE RECYCLE! 

     Letters to the Editor...  
 

   Can be sent to our  
  P.O. Box 1255 

Temple City, CA 91780 

Phone: 626 - 993 - 8241 
 

Blog:  
http://templecityvoice.wordpress.com 

 
E-mail: templecityvoice@yahoo.com 
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Interested in sponsoring the Temple City Voice?  

Send an e-mail! 

EDITOR’S COLUMN: 
COMMIT TO COMMITMENT 

October  29 Master Gardener Class 

       @Longden Elementary, 9 A.M. 

 

  31  Halloween Carnival 

   @Live Oak Park, 6:30 P.M. 

 

November  1 Canned Food Drive 

          @Temple City High School, 8 A.M. 

 

  4 Varsity Football Game 

   (vs. Monrovia) 

          @Temple City High School, 7 P.M. 

Amy 


