
School Board candidates     
reveal their supporters for the 

November 8 election.  

 

BY ADENEY ZO 

 School Board candi-
dates are garnering as much 
support as they can before the 

upcoming Election Day.  

Various local politicians 
are choosing candidates to en-
dorse, and the following is a 
brief overview of the supporters 
that candidates have recog-

nized.  

 Janet Rhee, the current 
School Board Vice President, is 
endorsed by Carol Liu (State 
Senator for our district), TCUSD 
Board member Matt Smith, and 
Alhambra Unified School District 

Board member Bob Gin. 

 Matthew Wong is sup-
ported by Temple City Council 
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Kang-Smith in Her 

Fourth Year as     

Superintendent  

Superintendent Chelsea Kang-Smith looks 

forward to another successful year. 

 

BY YINTING HUANG 

Starting her fourth year as superinten-
dent, Chelsea Kang-Smith looks back on the 

past and focuses on the upcoming year. 

A former Area Superintendent of the 
San Diego Unified School District, Chelsea 
Kang-Smith brought 17 years of experience 

when she came to Temple City four years ago.  

Before becoming the superintendent 
overseeing 27 schools in San Diego, she had 

“Endorsements” on Page 3 

Piazza Developer Begins Entitlement Process for New Project  

“Interview” on Page 2 

Junior Pauline Chen gives 
her opinions on the SAT, 
formerly known as the Stan-

dard Aptitude Test. 

 

BY PAULINE CHEN 

 The SAT is a three 
hour and 45 minute long test 
that covers the subjects 
math, critical reading, and 

writing.  

 Every year, this test 
is known for its bad connota-
tion and cause of stress for 
many high school students 
preparing for the college ap-

plication process.  

 The SAT tests stu-
dents on the subject matter 
learned in high school and 
how well they can apply the 

information.  

 In my opinion, this 
test clearly does not test 
what all students have 

“SAT Opinion” on Page 2 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL NEWS ARTICLE  

Wang’s team testified before the City Council for the 

first time in many months.  

 

BY VINCENT WEI   

 Newly hired Community Development Director 
Steve Masura on Thursday released a timeline for Pi-
azza developer Randy Wang to complete the entitle-

ment process for his new project.  

 The developer must receive City approval for 
his revised project, now known as the Temple City 
Plaza, by March 31 in order to receive assistance from 

foreign investors.  

 According to timeline, which Masura wrote in 
the January 13, 2011 weekly city manager’s report, a 
Planning Commission-led study session will be held on 
February 8. An official public hearing by the commission 
will be held on February 22 and the City Council is ex-

pected to conduct its own hearing on March 15.   

 Wang and his de- “Piazza” on Page 3 

HALLOWEEN: TCHS students and teachers 
celebrated Halloween early by dressing on 

Friday to “scare away drugs.” 



PAGE 2 TEMPLE CITY VOICE 

This week’s comic strip was designed by Pauline Chen. 

Opinion: Despite flaws, SAT does the job Continued From Front Page 

Interview with Superintendent Kang-Smith  
Continued From Front Page 

e

learned in high school. In fact, many high schools have 
an English program that neither teaches nor empha-
sizes the required English grammar rules found on the 

SAT.  

 These grammar rules are an essential tool to 
perform well in the writing section of the SAT, that many 
students, including me, have had a hard time with this 

section due to the lack of stress in this area. 

 This being the case, many students find them-
selves resorting to outside resources to cope with this 

deficit, Senior Justin Lin says.  

 “The SAT grammar section, due to English's 
complex nature in grammar and structure, requires an 

understanding that often requires large amounts of out-

side preparation.” 

 Although this is the case in many high schools, I 
think that the SAT is an adequate tool to measure 
knowledge. I figure that colleges were in need of some 
sort of standardized testing tool that measured knowl-

edge on an equal playing field.  

 This ultimately gives everyone an equal oppor-
tunity to present his or her accumulated knowledge to 

colleges.  

 It has been proven that for all these years, the 
SAT has been able to do the job and has brought a way 

for colleges to gauge students. 

previously served as a 
science teacher, an assis-
tant principal, and a princi-
pal, and an assistant su-

perintendent. 

Looking back, Kang-Smith 
expresses her delight in 
seeing the students and 
staff alike achieve more 
each year. As another 
school year begins, she 
reflects upon our suc-
cesses in the past years 
and looks forward to fur-
ther improving Temple 

City’s educational quality. 

Last year, a new English 
Language Arts program 
was put into action in the 

schools, specifically designed to help struggling stu-
dents achieve higher performance. This year, the focus 

will be on Mathematics. 

“We are not only focused on struggling stu-
dents. We are focusing on all students,” says Kang-
Smith, “We believe that the strategies we are imple-
menting can apply to all programs and all levels of 

achievement.” 

Significant increases in our district’s API 
(Academic Performance Index) scores confirm that the 
hard work of the staff is producing visible results. Since 
2008, Temple City High School’s API has increased 
from 823 to 880, qualifying it as one of Los Angeles 
County’s Top Ten high schools. All four elementary 
schools and Oak Avenue Intermediate School have API 
scores above 900, and the Learning Center shows ma-

jor growth as well. 

“I’m so proud of the fact that not only are our 
scores increasing, but the achievement gap between 
difference socioeconomic groups is also slowly disap-

pearing,” comments Kang-Smith. 

In addition to academic programs targeted at 
students, Kang-Smith advocates life-long learning for all 
education workers. This year, the district’s theme is 
“Healthy Culture”. Placing an emphasis on healthy bod-

ies and healthy minds, she asks the adult staff to 
exemplify the district core values, trustworthiness, 
fairness, respect, responsibility, and citizenship. By 
starting with the teachers and administrators, Kang-
Smith feels that students will benefit from their posi-

tive influence. 

“The greatest part is seeing our students suc-
ceed. When I go out to the games, classrooms, and 
performances, and I see our students grow, socially, 
emotionally, as well as academically,” Kang-Smith 

shares. “That is what I love the most about my job.”  

e
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member Fernando Vizcarra, former 
Temple City Mayor Dan Arrighi, and 
former Temple City School Board 

Member Joan Vizcarra. 

 Kenneth Knollenberg is 
backed by Temple City Education 
Association and Classified School 

Employees Association Chapter 105. 

Kien Tiet has endorsements 
from the Temple City Teachers Asso-

ciation, California School Employees 
Association #105, and Indo-Chinese 
American Political Action Committee 

(IPAC). 

Current Temple City Mayor 
Tom Chavez has shown his support 
for both Tiet and Rhee, and Temple 
City Councilwoman Cynthia Stern-
quist is choosing to back Wong and 
Tiet. In addition, current Temple City 
School Board member Joe Walker is 
endorsing Knollenberg as well as 

Wong.  

Rachel Lasota has stated 
that she does not seek endorsements 
from elected officials, but is endorsed 
by School Board President Matt 

Smith. 

 Emilie Cales has also re-
cently confirmed that she will be run-
ning for the School Board and has 

not mentioned any endorsements. 

Timeline released for approval of 

future Piazza project Continued from Front Page 

velopment team recently presented 
during the January 4 community rede-

velopment agency meeting.  

 Prior to Wang’s status up-
date, the developer and his team had 
not attended a public meeting for 

many months.  

 Communication between 
Wang and the City froze after the de-
veloper in 2008 accused former city 
officials of bribery. Last February, 
relations were restored after the City 
and the developer settled on a civil 

lawsuit.  

 At the January 4 meeting, 
members of the developer’s team 
lavished praise on City Manager Jose 
Pulido for his support and the new 
“spirit of cooperation” between the 

City and Wang.  

 Howard Poyourow, senior 
project manager, Armando Aguirre, 
commercial broker, and Randy Wang 
presented and responded to ques-
tions from the City Council. Suzie 
Koo, the developer’s real estate bro-

ker, was also in attendance.  

 Wang’s current plan pro-
poses an urban center that will in-
clude two restaurants, two retail pads, 
and space for a 35,000 square feet 
market. The developer is also plan-
ning to construct second-story office 

spaces.  

 Aguirre stated on January 4 
that the developer’s team was in talks 
with Smart and Final and Trader 
Joe’s to discuss fill the market space 
for the Temple City Plaza. Alterna-
tively, a Best Buy or Marshalls could 

occupy the space, he said.  

 The developer’s commercial 
broker also noted that they had re-
ceived “unsolicited offers” from some 
retailers after they had placed a sign 
on the parcel and released marking 

information. 

 Last October, the developer 
successfully received the “California 
Pacific Group Regional” designation 
granted by the federal government as 
a part of the EB-5 Immigrant Investor 
Program. The designation allows the 
developer to attract foreign investors 
who will give either $500,000 or 
$1,000,000 in exchange for a perma-
nent U.S. residency visa. In return, 
the developer is able to raise the 
funds to finance his Temple City 

Plaza project.  

 Wang hopes to attract 40 in-

vestors, or raise $20 million, he said 

on January 4 in response to a ques-

tion by Councilmember Vincent Yu.  
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EDITOR’S COLUMN: SEE YOU ON ELECTION DAY 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
November  8          School Board Election 

Polls Open from 7 A.M. to 8 P.M. 

 
 

  11                       Veterans Day  

 

  14        Chamber Board Meeting 

@Chamber Board Room, 6:30 P.M. 

 

PTSA Meeting 

@Temple City High Senate Room, 7 P.M. 

 

16  Business to Business Luncheon 

@Temple City Community Room, 12 P.M.  
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  November 8th. 

 That’s the day of the elec-
tion, where you can vote for three of 
the seven candidates that have 
been working hard for many months 

on their campaign. 

 We have three incumbents: 
Janet Rhee, Rachel Lasota, and 
Bob Ridley. We also have Ken 
Knollenberg, a retired engineer, 
Matthew Wong, a news publisher, 
Ken Tiet, an attorney at law, and 
Emilie Cales, a retired teacher and 

former School Board Member. 

 The seven candidates 
come from different backgrounds, 
are a wide range of ages and a di-

verse group of different people.  

 As a high school senior that 
will turn 18 in March, I will be  un-
able to vote when Election Day rolls 

by. 

 But as one that’s heard 

from the candidates personally and 
impersonally through speeches, 
newspapers, and Temple City Voice 
itself, I know enough to decide who 

my top three would be. 

 To all who are old enough 
to vote, I urge you to fulfill your duty 
as a Temple City resident and make 
a decision that will influence Temple 

City for future years. 

 But if you do vote, please 

do the city and schools a favor: 

  Make your vote a special 
one, one that’s informed and not 
based on mere rumors, superficial 
appearances or random spurs-of-

the-moment. 

 We can only judge by what 
we’ve seen of the candidates so far, 
but we will not see them in action 

until they are elected.  

 But still, pick the candidate 
that you think would make the big-

gest difference, or be the hardest 

worker or most realistic choice.  

 Whatever matters most to 
you, reflect it in your choices so that 
they may represent you one day in 

the near future.  

 The day is soon approach-
ing, and I would like to wish all the 
candidates good luck, as well as the 
voters in picking them, and the 

sponsors in supporting them.  

 It’s a big day for everyone, 
and it’ll be even more significant if 

we all participate. 

 Either way, I trust all the 
candidates will be good role models 
for the future of Temple City and 

accept their win or loss graciously.  

 I hope they’ll all continue 
serving the community of Temple 

City regardless of what happens. 

 Here’s to Temple City! 


