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Knollenberg, Tiet, and Ridley Elected to School Board  

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS: This weekend, Temple 
City residents turned their clocks back one 

hour.  

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD 

Temple City High School seniors respond to 
questions about their progress and mentality 

toward college applications. 

 

BY TIFFANY KHA  

 With college deadlines coming up, sen-
iors have many different opinions about their 
college applications and the work they have to 

do. 

 Knowing the amount of weight carried 
with their personal statements and tedious de-
tails, seniors understand that their applications 

are meant to be taken seriously.  

Students Respond to  

College Applications  

“College Applications” on Page 3 

Mixed results for incumbents: 
one re-elected, two denied   

re-election.  

 

BY BRIAN CHEN 

After months of cam-
paigning, Robert Bob Ridley, 
Kien Tiet, and Ken Knollen-
berg on Tuesday beat out four 
others to win a seat on the 

Temple City School Board.  

The only incumbent to 
be re-elected was Ridley, while 
Tiet and Knollenberg were the 

challengers. 

 Ridley received the 
most votes, 1125. Tiet followed 
at 1013 votes. Knollenberg got 

924 votes.  

 Incumbent Rhee fin-
ished fourth with 728 votes. 
Wong got 647 votes. Incum-
bent LaSota followed at 494. 
Former School Board Member 

“Election Results” on Page 2 

The City, with assistance 
from the County, will         
coordinate with YWCA for 

senior meals.  

 

BY VINCENT WEI  

 A senior meals pro-
gram, funded by state and 
federal grants, will be coming 

to Temple City in February.  

 The City Council on 
Tuesday unanimously ap-
proved a senior meals pro-
gram, supported by the Coun-
ty of Los Angeles, during its 
January 18, 2011 city council 
meeting. The program will be 
run by the San Gabriel Valley 

YWCA.  

 According to Parks 
and Recreation Director Cathy 
Burroughs, the program will 

“Senior Meals” on Page 3 
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This week’s comic was designed by Tiffany Kha. 

Cales received 415 votes.  

 Voter turnout throughout the Temple City Uni-
fied School District was 12.8 percent. Within the city of 

Temple City, voter turnout was at 13.4 percent.  

Many voters had different opinions about the 
range of candidates and thought hard about their deci-

sions for the school board. 

  “I first based my vote off of each candi-
date’s occupation,” said resident Donna Chen. 
“Then I read each of their goals. With this infor-
mation, I determined who would work well with 

each other.” 

 Some of the candidates have a few 
words to say regarding the election and the fu-

ture. 

 Knollenberg stated that he would like to 
thank all the support he had from the Temple City 
Education Association and Classified School Em-
ployees Association Chapter 105. His plans for 
the future include listening and seeing what the 

problems are in the schools, such as the ever-growing 

budget crisis. 

Cales, though unsuccessful in her campaign, 
said that she ran a good campaign and was satisfied 
with the results. She also stated that she would contin-

ue her teaching career as a substitute teacher. 

Also unsuccessful in his campaign run, Mat-
thew Wong wishes the candidates luck and hopes 
that they will be able to actively reach out to the 

community. 

“Our School District faces a lot of serious chal-
lenges ahead,” said Wong. “I wish the candidates 
the best as they try to resolve the very difficult 
problems. My only hope is that they regularly com-

municate with the community.” 

The three elected candidates will be sworn into 

office in December. 

  

School Board Election Statistics – Past and Present 

 

 

1. Temple City residents who live within the boundaries of the TCUSD 

only. 
2. These election statistics are semi-official and subject to change. 
3.  The 2005 local election was combined with the special statewide      

election. 
  

  20112 2009 2007 20053 

Temple City1 13.4% 13.1% 8.8% 34.8% 

TCUSD 12.8% 12.9% 16.5% 49.6% 
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Seniors share experiences over college applications Continued from Front Page 
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 But underneath all the stress and annoyances, there’s a wide range of feelings directed to their work. 

Some seniors found themselves extremely worried about the process, knowing that it results in what kind of 

college they’ll make it in to. 

 “Everything I have done in high school has led up to this month of college applications,” said  Brian Truong. 

“I don't think I could be more stressed.”  

 Despite the frustration of many students, 
most of them accepted the applications as an 
annoying, but unavoidable section of their high 

school careers.  

 “Applications can be stressful and frus-
trating at times, but they are just something we 
have to do – there’s no way around them,” said 
Josephine Sun. “There is a lot to keep track of 
and filling out the forms can be really time con-

suming.”  

 Another student, Gilbert Ongkowaluyo, 
offered some advice for those struggling with ap-

plications. 

 “The process is not too difficult or long, 
and it’s something you won’t regret in the near 
future,” said Ongkowaluyo. “Just remember to 
control your urge to procrastinate because many 
aspects, in particular the personal statement you 

have to write, take time to compose.” 

 Luckily for seniors, once college applica-
tions are done, there’s plenty of time for catching 
a breath before the results roll in. Some will take 

advantage of the situation. 

  “College applications are pretty stress-
ful, not to mention boring,” said Paul Chang. “But 

when I am done, I am going to party.”  
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be eligible for seniors 60 years and 
older. Non-senior spouses and de-
pendents will also be eligible to par-

ticipate.  

 Burroughs said that the new 
program will cost the City $6000 per 
year, which is based on a 15 percent 
matching requirement. The balance 
of the program will be paid by state 
and federal grants via the Older 

Americans Act.  

 For the current fiscal year, 
senior meals will be paid with gen-
eral fund monies rather than Com-
munity Development Block Grant 

funds, as previously suggested.  

 There will also be a suggest-
ed donation of $2 per meal, the 

parks and recreation director stated.   

 “The meals are nutritionally 

balanced,” she said.  

“The City could also have an Ameri-

canized and an Asian menu.”  

 Councilmember Carl Blum, 
who supports the program, ex-
pressed that the City should annually 

review the program. 

 “I want to be making sure 

that we’re not locking in to entitle-

ment-type things,” he said.  

 The YWCA will be responsi-

ble for running the operations of the 

senior meals program, including the 

hiring of an on-site manager.  

 

 

Editor’s Note: To read another    

unpublished City article, “Community 

Donates 500 Books to Temple City 

Library,” please visit our blog.  



 Who likes stereotypes? 

 Maybe the people that create them, but people 
generally don’t like to hear that all Asians are good at 
math, or all gays are flamboyant, or all Christians are 

obsessive zealots. 

 But there’s more than just bigoted, racist, ho-
mophobic, or religiously-intolerant stereotypes in our 

media. 

 Just in high school we see stereotypes at work, 
separating one social group from another. It’s reflected 
in our media through the movies and shows we watch, 

magazine articles and song lyrics.  

 “You can’t join the Matheletes, that’s social 

suicide!” is one quote from the movie Mean Girls. 

 “You can’t be on the Glee Club and the football 
team!” is another one from the currently running TV 

show, Glee. 

 Driven by opposition, the school body sepa-
rates into niches and people are labeled with generic 

terms such as “nerd, geek, jock, loser, punk, hipster.” 

 It’s ridiculous how early we set the prejudices  
on in life, creating the foundations for future hatred and 

intolerance.  

 So let’s clarify a few things for everyone who’s 

still in school: 

 No one should tell you that you can’t be on the 
football team and the musical, or the Chess Club and 

the Hip-hop Club. 

 You’re not stupid if you’re not in honors clas-
ses, it’s not girly to dance or play flute, studying for a 
test or practicing for a match makes you hardworking, 

and being tough doesn’t equal to being a thug. 

 Your friends don’t all have to be friends with 
each other, know each other, be in the same classes, 
or have the same age, fashion sense, or English profi-

ciency level.  

 Hating another group just because they share 
different values in high school doesn’t make you 
stronger, it only makes the student body weaker as a 
whole. So what’s the solution to the disorientating mess 

that we call high school culture? 

 I urge my classmate to break the stereotypes 
that are embedded in our society, and seek to rewrite 
the world without harmful biases that set us against 

each other. 

 Let’s connect the lines and cross over until the-

se boundaries blur together. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

PLEASE RECYCLE! 
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Interested in sponsoring the Temple City Voice?  

Send an e-mail! 

EDITOR’S COLUMN: 
BREAK THE STEREOTYPES 

November   14          Chamber Board Meeting 

 @Chamber Board Room, 6:30 P.M. 

 

PTSA Meeting 

@Temple City High Senate Room, 7 P.M. 

 

  15  City Council Meeting 

@Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

 

  16  Business to Business Luncheon 

@Temple City Community Room, 12 P.M.  

 

   School Board Meeting  

Amy 


