
The deadline to file as a 
candidate for next March’s 
City Council election is just 
around the corner. 

 

BY NATALIE JIN 

The city of Temple 
City will hold an election on 
March 5th, 2013. Two council 
seats are currently up for                 
contest. 

Prospective                         
candidates will have until next 
Friday, December 7th, to file 
their nomination papers. 

In order to be eligible 

Thanksgiving and Black Friday  

CivicPlus to provide a new city website for 
$35k.  

 

BY TIFFANY KHA 

The city of Temple City will soon have 
a made over presence on the World Wide 
Web.  

Last month, the city council approved a 
service agreement with Civic Plus, a website 
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Thanksgiving, the time when 
family gathers together over 
turkey dinners and pumpkin 
pies, has come and gone, 
kicking off but the start of 
the holiday season.  

 

BY SABRINA FANG 

 Thanksgiving was               
declared a national holiday in 
1863 by Abraham Lincoln. He 
declared the last Thursday of 
November to be a day of 
thanks, in honor of the time-old 
tale of the Pilgrim and Native 
American’s successful                        
cooperation.  

 Since then, many have 
developed their own traditions 
in celebration of the holiday. 

 Sporting events, most 
prominently football, has              
become a common tradition in 
American culture. Annual          
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BLACK FRIDAY: Shoppers go to the Westfield 
Santa Anita mall starting at midnight for sales. 
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Thanksgiving traditions Continued from Front Page 

Thanksgiving, my family likes to have a bunch of family 
and friends over," says Temple City High School                 
Sophomore Lusa Yang, "and we all eat hot pot together 
at my house." 

 The day following Thanksgiving, the battle for 
cheap deals begins at midnight when stores open their 
doors to customers who have been lining up for days. 
Black Friday marks the beginning of the holiday                  
shopping season, promising amazing deals at the lowest 
prices.” 

 "The things I want to buy are too expensive," 
says Temple City High School Junior Kyle Ku, "so I           
usually wait for Black Friday to come." 

 However, Black Friday has become known for 
its crazy shoppers hunting for the best deals possible.  

 "The craziest thing about Black Friday is the 
stampede. As soon as the doors open, everyone in the 
front starts sprinting inside, the middle of the crowd 
starts pushing each other and then everyone else                   
pushes to get inside” recalls Ku, sharing his personal 
experience with the Black Friday crowds. 

 Instead of being a part of the Black Friday 
crowd, some chose to stay home and enjoy the 
rest of the holiday weekend, such as Temple City 
High School Junior Benita Cruz. 

 "I'm just not a fan of shopping," says Cruz, 
"I spent time watching horror movies with friends." 

 As Thanksgiving comes to an end, many 
are now preparing to celebrate the upcoming                

holidays, continuing on with their traditions. 

parades in                        
celebration of the 
holiday, such as the 
Macy's                            
Thanksgiving                 
Parade in New York 
City, have also           
become a popular 
tradition. Many       
travel during the 
holiday weekend, 
making it one of the 
busiest traveling 
periods of the year. 
But the most                 
common tradition 
during this time of 
year is the Thanks-
giving dinner, 
spending time with 
the family. 

 "Every 

This week’s comic was designed by Adrienne Vuong. 

e

Black Friday: Crowds of shop-
pers go to the Westfield Santa 
Anita mall for sales. 

   Photo by Tony Wong 
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Filing period Continued from Front Page 

New City website Continued from Page 1  

to apply for a position in the City 
Council, individuals must be at 
least 18 years old and must have 
to have been a resi-
dent of Temple City 
for at least one year. 
They must also 
gather 20 signatures 
prior filing. 

A 30 to                  
45- minute                       
appointment is also 
required to pull   
nomination papers.  

City Clerk 
Peggy Kuo, advises prospective 
candidates to “schedule an         

appointment by calling the City 
Clerk’s office, prior filing.” 

However, filling these  
requirements will not 
be decisive of one’s 
eligibility. The City 
Clerk will determine 
whether a candidate is                   
qualified to run. 

 For more            
information about  
pulling or filing                  
nomination papers 
regarding the March 
2013 election, contact 

the City Clerk’s office at (626)285-
2171 ext. 2324. 

designer and programmer for 
$35,082.  

“The website is expected to 
take approximately nine months to 
complete, which allows for site de-
sign, web coding, module develop-
ment, copywriting, and employee 
CMS training,” according to a staff 
report dated October 2, 2012.  

According to Assistant to the 

City Manager Brian Haworth, 
the new website will be tailored 
to the city’s needs, for example, 
enabling Temple City to provide 
e-Government solutions. 

Mr. Haworth also noted 
that CivicPlus has worked with 
other local cities, including the 
neighboring city of San Gabriel.  

“We do more than de-
sign and program 
websites. We con-
nect people with 
their local govern-
ments in new, more 
efficient ways,” says 
a statement from 
CivicPlus’ own web-
site. 

The company was 
founded in 2004 and 
is focused on 
“specializing in city 
and county e-
government.”  

In response to a 
community member, 

Mr. Haworth indicated that the term 
of the contract with CivicPlus will run 
for three years.  

In the first year, the city will 
pay approximately $35,000, which 
includes website design. In the se-
cond and third years, the city will pay 
about $2700 and $5700, respective-
ly, for technical support, mainte-
nance, and hosting.  

A total of 10 proposals came 
before city staff.  

The website is expected to 
launch in June 2013.   

   

THE WEEKLY CALENDAR 

DECEMBER 4  

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 7:30 P.M. 

 

DECEMBER 6 

LIGHTS ON TEMPLE CITY  

TEMPLE CITY PARK, 5 - 9 P.M.  

 

DECEMBER 12 

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

(REORGANIZATIONAL MEETING) 

DISTRICT OFFICE, 7 P.M.  

 

DECEMBER 13 

ELEMENTARY INSTRUMENTAL HOLIDAY 

CONCERT 

OAK AVENUE GYM, 7 P.M.  

 

DECEMBER 18 

TCHS HOLIDAY CONCERT 

e

e

City of Temple City’s current  website 



The University of California and California 
State University applications are due on November 
30, 2012.  Hundreds of thousands of California high 
school seniors are rushing to finish and submit those 
applications, filled with both anticipation and worry.  

It may be said that this year, everyone is 
more worried than before, because last year saw a 
notable decrease in the admittance rate among UC 
and CSU campuses. For example, in response to a 
record high number of applicants, UC Berkeley’s   
admissions rate dropped 4.4 percent last school 
year, from 25.5 percent to 21.1 percent. 

This depressing trend is no doubt caused by 
the downturn in the economy and heavy budget cuts. 
In total, the UC and CSU systems have absorbed 
more than $2 billion in budget cuts over the last five 
years. Not only has this change reduced California 
residents’ access to higher education, but it has 
heavily impacted the quality of education inside the 
university as well. 

I saw the disappointed faces of many friends 
as they received rejection letters from UCs. I heard 
others raise their voices to protest in response to the 
plans to cut even more elective classes and lay off 
professors from CSUs. Without adequate funds,    
these research universities cannot provide the            
opportunities and resources that students need and 
deserve. These changes are not just numbers. They 
are real facts that affect the friends and family of all 
California students. 

Fortunately, Proposition 30 passed earlier 
this month. It will halt a further $250 million cut in   
educational funding and provide an additional                
allocation of a $125 million tuition buyout for the 2012
-2013 academic year. However, this is only a            
one-year commitment. More efforts at policy reform 
and fundraising are needed, and politicians must be 
made aware that education is a top priority. 

During the elections, Prop 30 created quite a 
stir not just in California, but nationwide. But is that 
enough? Will it inspire more political action and    
funding to create a better educational environment 
for all? As we click “submit”, public state university 
applicants, myself included, sure hope so. 
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MISSION STATEMENT  

The Temple City Voice endeavors to provide 
news coverage to Temple City, while also     
encouraging civic responsibility within the 

community.  

Yinting Huang is the editor-in-chief of the                       
Temple City Voice. She is a senior at Temple 
City High School. 

Yinting 


