
No business will be allowed to 
sell marijuana, while new     
firework permits to be          

determined by lot. 

 

BY VINCENT WEI  

 Temple City officials on 
Tuesday introduced two        
ordinances that amend the     

municipal code.  

 The first ordinance    
permanently bans the            
establishment of medical       
marijuana dispensaries in Tem-
ple City. The second ordinance 
changes the procedure to obtain 

a permit to sell fireworks.  

 Ordinance 11-942 
“prohibits all commercial medi-
cal marijuana dispensaries,” 
Community Development Man-
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Up to 85 Percent of Temple City Affected by Windstorm 

Kang-Smith  

Contract Renewed 

for One Year  

The Superintendent’s contract was renewed 

for an additional year on November 16. 

 

BY AMY FAN 

The outgoing School Board on 
Wednesday, November 16, voted to renew the 

superintendent’s contract for one year.  

The vote was 3-2, with board members 
Joe Walker and Robert Ridley casting the dis-

senting votes.  

Many attended the school board meet-
ing, due to interest of the issue of the superin-

“New Ordinances” on Page 3 

Linda Payne Retires from Chamber of Commerce 

“Superintendent” on Page 2 

Residents of Temple City 
had to cope with lack of 

electricity and other utilities. 

 

BY JUSTIN LIN 

A hurricane-like 
windstorm struck Temple City 
last week, forcing many 
households to lose electricity 
and internet access until ear-

ly this week.  

 Winds gusting 
around 100 miles per hour 
knocked down power lines on 
Wednesday, November 30, 
leaving up to 85 percent 

homes without power.  

 Temple City was de-
clared a disaster zone at on 
December 1. The designation 

allows Temple City to receive 

“Windstorm” on Page 2 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL 

NEWS ARTICLE  

Linda Payne retired from her position in November.  

 

BY KYLE EVANKO   

 Linda Payne, who was named President and 
Chief Executive Officer of the Temple City Chamber of 

Commerce 12 years ago, has retired.  

 The Temple City Chamber of Commerce is 
composed of all the business owners in the city. The 
Chamber discusses where to place businesses and oth-

er topics such as how to attract customers or ways to 
link citizens and commercial aspects of the city togeth-
er. As CEO, Payne supervised the staff, dealt with new 
members, kept up with legislation, and made the voice 

of the businesses clear in the community. 

 Payne has been a citizen of Temple City her 
entire life, which aided her with decision-making as she 
had the point-of-view of one who had gone through the 
schools, owned a business, and been a citizen of the 

city. 

“Interview” on Page 3 

WINDSTORM: Temple City suffered black 
outs and damages from the wind storm on 

Wednesday, November 30.  

Windstorm 

Strikes     

Temple City,  

Causes      

Severe    

Power      

Outage 
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Windstorm strikes Temple City hard Continued From Front Page 

Kang-Smith to stay as superintendent Continued From Front Page 
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funding from the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA). Fortunately, there have been no re-
ported injuries, despite approximately 500 fallen trees 

and 4000 homes with sustained damage.  

 Schools were closed for two days, on Decem-
ber 1 and 2. All reopened on Monday despite the fact 
that Emperor and Cloverly Elementary schools were 

without power.  

 Residents of Temple City faced large problems 
such as rotting food from refrigerators, no light to do 
work or schoolwork by, and having pitch-black darkness 

by 5 P.M.  

 “[The windstorm] caused problems in the way 
that I was halfway writing an essay and when the power 
went off, it all got deleted,” said Freshman Caroline 
McKendrick. “Also, it caused problems by me not know-
ing what time it was. It took us three days to get our 

power back.” 

 However, not all residents viewed the lack of 

electricity with a negative outlook.  

“Not having power affected my school work be-
cause I was unable to look up some information on the 
internet,” said Chang. “But I got to spend more time with 
my family and do a lot of things I like to do that I've been 

putting aside for a while.  

The City provided a variety of assistance to 
those affected, including opening the Live Oak Park 
Community Center 24 hours daily for those to relax or 

work.  

At City Hall, volunteers also distributed a variety 
of necessities for the residents, including ice, water, and 
flashlights. The parks, however, in Temple City, remain 

closed.  

tendent’s contract renewal. The first 30 minutes includ-
ed negative comments from the audience. The meeting 
was sporadically erupted by jeers and occasional ap-

plause.  

According to the board members who voted to 
extend the contract, Kang-Smith has met her goals and 

received positive feedback.  

Some audience members, including the stu-

dents and teachers present at the meeting, felt that the 
meeting lacked decorum from the audience or the 

school board. 

“It’s good to be passionate about the issue,” 
said high school teacher Ryan Lauterbach.  “But it’s 

important to maintain professional demeanor.” 

“I thought it was a little ridiculous for adults to 
be shouting at each other like they did during the board 

meeting, though I understand why they got so heat-

ed,” said high school senior Debra Ma. 

Kang-Smith, who assumed her position in 2008, 
will now remain superintendent until June 30, 2013. 
The incoming school board will review her perfor-
mance and determine whether she deserves a long-

er contract.  

 

This week’s comic strip was designed by Ivana Lee. 

e

Illustration by Ivana Lee 
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City Council amends municipal 

code Continued From Front Page 

 

 

 

ager Joseph Lambert stated during 
the March 1, 2011 city council meet-

ing.  

 The new law, however, will 
not prevent medical marijuana      
patients from purchasing and using 
the substance. “The draft ordinance 
was crafted to prohibit medical        
marijuana businesses, but will not 
infringe on the rights of 
qualified    individuals to 
do otherwise,” Lambert 

said.   

 The ban on pot 
dispensaries in Temple 
City has technically 
been in place since 
April 2009 when the 
City Council adopted 
the first        moratori-
um. Two extensions 
were later granted in June 2009 and 

most recently, last April.  

 Given that three temporary 
ordinances have already been    
adopted, Temple City could not adopt 
a fourth urgency ordinance, City   
Attorney Eric Vail stated.  “We really 
don’t have any other option,” he said. 
“We think this is the best and most 

defendable approach.” 

 While the federal government 
criminalizes the use of marijuana, 
whether it is for medical purposes or 
not, the state of California allows the 
use of marijuana for medicinal      

purposes.  

 Vail stated that state law was 
still “muddy” over how cities who did 
not want pot dispensaries could     

respond.  

 Councilmember Carl Blum 
stated that “This is what needs to be 

done at this time.” 

 The vote to adopt the        

ordinance was 5-0.  

 The City Coun-
cil also    unanimously 
adopted Ordinance     
11-943, which changes 
the procedure in which 
new fireworks permits 
are allocated. City At-
torney Vail said that 
previously permits were 
awarded on a “first 
come, first served” ba-

sis. The new ordinance changes the 

process into a lottery system.  

 Current city law allows up to 
12 permits to sell fireworks. That will 

not change, Vail affirmed.  

 Both ordinances still require 
a second approval before they take 

effect.  

 

 

Editor’s Note: To read two unpublished 

City articles, “City Officials Present Initial 

Designs for Rosemead Boulevard Pro-

ject” and “Advisory Board Recommends    

Gateway Project for Approval” please 

visit our blog.  

Interview with Linda Payne Continued from Front Page 

 “It helped a lot living in Tem-
ple City my whole life,” Payne said. 
“Growing up here, knowing business-
es and business members [has all 

helped.]” 

 The Chamber of Commerce 
has seen improvements and accom-
plishments during Payne’s time. For 
example, when she was asked to 
take the position, the Chamber was 
starting go downhill, with only about 
100 members. Payne managed to 
increase the membership to 400 
members (though, the Great Reces-
sion has reduced that number to 

300).  

 Payne’s biggest accomplish-
ment was incorporating the Temple 
City Chamber into the San Gabriel 
Valley. As a part of the SGV, Temple 
City Chamber joined a committee of 
other chamber of commerce's in the 
surrounding cities. Together, the com-
mittee lobbied for changes, like the 
improvement of an exit at the inter-

section of the 605 and 210 freeways, 
and the extension of the Metro Gold 

Line. 

 “We are a part of the SGV 
and have accomplished many things 
that bettered lives,” Payne said. “We 
are not just one little island of a town, 

we are part of a bigger group.” 

 Upon retiring, Payne felt a bit 
nervous as anyone would feel after 
41 years of service. However, Payne 
wishes for the opportunity to open up 
to someone new. She wants the 
younger citizens of the community to 
become more involved, as they are 
the future to the city and usually have 

different tastes than older citizens. 

 “I was used to doing things a 
certain way,” said Payne. “When you 
leave, you stop and think, it’s going to 
be different. [I want to see a] younger 
set of people in there making deci-
sions more oriented to bring in the 

youth.” 
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SR. EDITOR’S COLUMN: OCCUPY WALL STREET 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
December 10                       Lights On Temple City 

@Temple City Park, 4 P.M. 

 

 
E-Waste Event 

@Super A Foods, 9 A.M. 

 

 

20               TCHS Holiday Concert 

@San Gabriel Mission Playhouse, 7 P.M. 

 

12                            Holiday Mixer 

@Historical Society Hall, 5:30 P.M.          
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 OCCUPY! OCCUPY!     
OCCUPY! Nowadays, all you ever 
hear on the news is the Occupy 
Wall Street Movement. From Wall 
Street to Davis, protestors have 
defined themselves as the 99      
percent of the population fighting 
against the 1 percent of the aristo-
crats. Without an effective plan in 
mind, protestors are just hoping to 

see a change. 

 Following in the footsteps of 
the Occupy Wall Street Movement, 
a group called “Occupy LA” in     
October set up camp right in front of 
City Hall. Hundreds of                 
demonstrators remained in down-
town L.A as the ongoing protest 
dubbed "Occupy Los Angeles"    

began to settle in.  

 Organizers of the protest 
said that they've set up a whole   
series of teams– including a       
security, sanitation, general        

assembly, facilitation, and a crafts 
team to create banners and    

schedule music and events.  

 Everything seemed like it 
would run smoothly, because the 
protest was suppose to only last for 
the weekend. However, this was not 
the case. As the Occupy Movement 
gained more support, protestors just 

decided to stay. 

 On November 30, the     
Occupy LA movement was evicted 
by the Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment. With a force of 1,400 police 
officers, the LAPD ripped through 
the camps and arrested anybody 
who was showing restraint. 
To Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, the 
morning operation that ousted Oc-
cupy Los Angeles protesters from 
their encampment Wednesday “was 
the finest hour in the history of 
the Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment." "I couldn’t be prouder of the 

men and women of this force,” he 
said at a press conference Wednes-
day. “This was without question an 
indication of what we mean when 
we talk about constitutional policing, 
when we talk about putting as much 

effort into serving as protecting.”  

 I don’t want to take any 
sides on this issue. When I watched 
the news about post-Occupy LA, 
however, I was truly disgusted.  
Occupy LA left behind all their trash 
and didn't care for the environment 
at all. They claim they want to make 
America a better place, but the only 
way they showed it was by littering 
the streets and disrupting traffic. 
Let’s just hope, there won’t be an 

Occupy Temple City anytime soon. 

 

Editor’s Note: We did not publish 
last week due to the severe power 

outage.  

http://www.csmonitor.com/tags/topic/Antonio+Villaraigosa
http://www.csmonitor.com/tags/topic/Los+Angeles
http://www.csmonitor.com/tags/topic/Los+Angeles+Police+Department
http://www.csmonitor.com/tags/topic/Los+Angeles+Police+Department

