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Lights on Temple City This Saturday 

Lights on 

Temple City 

to Take 

Place on 

Saturday   

Many expected to attend 
this year’s “Lights on     

Temple City.”  

 

BY JANETTE TANG 

 Temple City resi-
dents on Saturday will kick 
off their holiday season at 

Temple City Park.  

 The city of Temple 
City will host the annual 
“Lights on Temple City” this 
weekend, on December 11. 

Festivities begin at 4 p.m.  

 There will be crafts 
for kids, 25 tons of fake 
snow, as well as complimen-
tary refreshments. A Santa 
Clause will also be present 
for pictures. In addition, there 
will be a mini-train offering 

rides in the parking lot.  

NEW SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT: School 
Board Member Matt Smith was elected the new 
School Board president on Wednesday. Smith 

replaces Rachel LaSota.                Photo Courtesy 

City plans to solicit donations 

to help minimize costs. 

 

BY MATTHEW WONG 

A home has now been 
found for a sculpture honoring 

the City‟s founder.  

The City Council on 
Tuesday decided to place the 
bust of Walter P. Temple, as 
soon as it is finished, at the 
southeast corner of Temple 

City Park.  

City officials debated 
four possible locations during 
the April 6, 2010 city council 

meeting.  

Robert Hepler, a local 
resident who spearheaded the 
project, recommended three 
sites. “Sculpture” on Page 3 

REACHING OUT , ONE VOICE AT A T IME 

Sculpture of 

City Founder 

to be Placed 

at Temple 

City Park 

Two high school seniors decide to fight against 

the Interquest drug-sniffing dogs. 

 

BY RAYMOND TRAN  

 Two high school seniors are taking a 
stand against a decades-old school policy at 
Temple City High School: unannounced dog 

searches.  

 The seniors are Jonathan Huynh and 

Mark Lamb. 

 “We believe that the random use of drug-
sniffing dogs in public schools, particularly the 
sniffing of student-

Students Take a Stand 

against Drug Dogs 

“Lights on TC” on Page 3 “Drug Dogs”  on Page 2 
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High School seniors battle school policy on drug dog 

searches Continued from Front Page 

occupied classrooms, is an invasion 
of civil rights of students,” Huynh 

said.  

 According to the seniors, 
the unannounced searches inside 
classrooms are not only immoral, 

but also unconstitutional.  

 Huynh and Lamb cite the 
Fourth Amendment of the United 
States Constitution as their legal 

argument against the searches.  

 The Fourth Amendment states that “the right of 
the people to be secure in their person, houses, papers, 
and effects, against unreasonable searches and sei-

zures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, 
but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirma-
tion, and particularly describing the place to be 

searched, and the persons or things to be seized.”  

 The students further cite Horton v. Goose 
Creek and B.C. v. Plumas. The former court case de-
clares that dog sniffs are constituted as a form of a 
search, while the latter declares that such searches are 

unconstitutional.  

 Despite being deemed unconstitutional, the 
policy remains on the school books. In response, Lamb 
and Huynh have written to the Temple City High School 
newspaper, Rampage, and have contacted the National 

Youth Rights Association (NYRA).  

 “We have been receiving support and legal ad-
vice from the NYRA,” Lamb said. “Now [we] have suc-

cessfully started the NYRA Los Angeles [branch].” 

 Lamb does not believe the complete removal of 
the searches is necessary, rather he thinks that such 
searches should only be conducted if the school has 

reasonable suspicion to do so.  

 The students have already met with an admin-
istrator and will soon meet with legal representatives of 
Interquest, the organization contracted to perform the 

drug detection searches.   
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Smith Elected School 

Board President 

Smith to serve as Board President until 

next December.  

 

BY STAFF 

 School Board Member Matt Smith on 
Wednesday was elected School Board Presi-
dent. Smith, who was re-elected last Novem-
ber will serve in that capacity until next De-

cember.  

 Meanwhile, School Board Member 
Janet Rhee was elected Vice-President and 
School Board Member Robert Ridley, Board 

Clerk. e
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Temple City turns 50 in May; bust of Founder to be 

completed during the early summer Continued from Front Page 

Lights on Temple City offers residents an opportunity to 

have some Winter fun Continued from Front Page 

This comic strip was designed by Kristi Hsiao. 

 A small parade featuring the Temple City High 
School marching band and auxiliaries, the “Pride of Tem-
ple City,” as well as Temple City councilmembers, will 
take place around 6 p.m. The route begins at Ralphs 

market and ends at Temple City Park.  

 Following the parade, the 100-foot Redwood tree 
at Temple City Park will be lit by Santa Clause, an an-

nual tradition in Temple City.  

 Performances by the Temple City High School 
marching band, Brighter Side Singers, and many others 

will take place after the parade.  

 “I attend Lights on Temple City every year,” said 

Briana Li, a Temple City High School sophomore, “and 

each year I have fun!” 

 Lights on Temple City was started in 1995 and 

continues to attract more people every year. 

 In 2009, about 2,000 people attended the festive 
event, which many consider a foreshadow of the better 

known Camellia Festival. 

 “It‟s such a great event,” said Cathy Burroughs, 
parks and recreation director. “It‟s a great way to see 
everyone getting ready for the holidays and just makes 

us all little kids again.”  

City staff rec-
ommended a 
fourth loca-
tion that 
would place 
the bust near 

City Hall.  

One site, the 
first option, 
would place 
the bust at 
the south-
west corner 
of Temple 
City Park. 

The two remaining sites, locations 
two and three, would both place the 
bust at the southeast corner of the 

park.  

While the City Council voted 
to place the Temple bust at location 
two, the bust could still be moved if 
city staff cannot find funding to im-

prove the area around the bust.  

If that happens, then the bust 
will be moved to location one, the 
southwest corner of Temple City 

Park.  

Meanwhile, city staff will 

soon solicit donations from Temple 
City residents and businesses to help 
minimize the costs for the Temple 
bust, Parks and Recreation Director 

Cathy Burroughs said.  

According to Burroughs, 
Southern California Edison, the elec-
tricity provider for Temple City, is 

interested in making a contribution.  

The bust is expected to be 
fully completed in June, but a plaster 
of the bust will be unveiled when the 
City celebrates its 50th anniversary 

celebration in May.  
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EDITOR’S COLUMN: 
FIGHT AGAINST DRUG DOGS 

December   11              TCHS Spain Trip 

 

           Lights on Temple City 

 @Temple City Park, 4 P.M.—8 P.M. 

 

    14          Holiday Concert 

      @San Gabriel Mission Playhouse, 7:00 P.M. 

 

    16 Personnel Commission Mtg. 

      @District Office, 4:00 P.M. 

 

    17      Minimum Day All Schools 

Jason 

 I am by no means advocating the fight against 
an organization called Interquest, which contracts with 
schools to randomize drug searches in classrooms. 
However, neither am I condemning it. What I am urg-
ing is that people take some news seriously and con-

sider the situation. 

 Two high school teenagers going against a 
respected company whose sole purpose is to do 
good? Some might find that outrageous and a desper-

ate cry for attention. 

 However, let‟s consider the facts. The stu-
dents claim that the drug dog searches breach the 4th 
Amendment, which guards against unreasonable 
search warrants. They reason that since Interquest 
has no proof that any of us in particular possess sub-
stances of questionable legal status, and target the 
class as a whole, virtually everyone who is bound to 

be innocent, it is an attack on our rights. 

 Now, it doesn‟t seem entirely unreasonable 
that they would try to take a stand on this. Of course, 
no one, at least no one who spoke out about it, real-
ized that students‟ 4th amendment rights have been 

„”neglected.”  

 The best part of this is that you can argue ei-
ther side of the issue. If this issue had a definite right 
or a definite wrong, then we can begin pointing fingers 

at a certain side. 

 We can argue that for the safety and well-
being of the school, Interquest is a necessary organi-
zation to work with the school district. Though allies of 
Mark Lamb and Jonathan Huynh may also argue that 
it is unfair and unconstitutional, what Interquest is do-
ing. The fact that there are legitimate points on both 

sides makes it an argument worth debating about. 

 We should not turn to ignorance and just com-
pletely condemn two students for their actions, just 
because they fall in the unfavorable side. Obviously, 
they won‟t be finding the greatest support in people 

and groups that condone Interquest.  

 Though just because they may be challenging 
what was unchallenged before, it does not necessarily 
make them wrong, nor does it mean their cause is not 

worth fighting for. 

 China had thousands of years of history, and 
a time-tested principle of an “eternal emperor”. When 
democracy spread through China, the revolutionaries 
were persecuted. Did that make them wrong? Of 
course it did not. They were just fighting on a remarka-
bly new side, one of minimal support. These students 
and the drug dog search issue should not be any dif-

ferent  


