
Last Friday, December 7, 
Guppy House Temple City 
had their Grand Opening 
and Ribbon cutting                      
ceremony. 

 

BY TIFFANY KHA 

Bright lights shone 
into the sky during the night 
time visible form several 
blocks away on December 7. 
These came from Guppy 
House, as they held their offi-
cial Grand Opening even 
though the restaurant had 
been open for several weeks 
beforehand.  

This is the fifth Guppy 
House that has opened in 
Southern California, joining 

Temple City celebrates holidays with Lights On TC 

City Council votes 3-2 to award the city 
manager a $20,287.80 bonus 

 

BY YINTING HUANG 

City Manager Jose Pulido will receive 
a pay bonus for his performance over the last 
fiscal year. The city council last month voted 3
-2 to approve a third amendment to the city 
manager’s contract. 

According to City Attorney Eric Vail, 

“City” on Page 3 

The annual Lights on                
Temple City festivities open 
up the holiday season for 
Temple City residents.  

 

BY KRISTY HSI 

 As 5:00 p.m. hits at the 
Temple City Park on December 
6, children happily race to-
wards the now open play areas 
and booths surrounding the 
grounds while their parents 
quickly follow behind. The an-
nual Lights on Temple City fes-
tival has just begun. 

 The snow play areas at 
the event include a sled ride 
and a snow fort station. A free 
face painting booth stands next 
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LIGHTS ON TEMPLE CITY : Crowds gather 
in the Temple City Park as the band plays 
holiday songs.                      Photo by Tiffany Kha 
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Lights on TC Continued from Front Page 
their turn at the sled ride area. 

 “We come to this festival every time, and when-
ever there is a festival, we’re here. May loves the sled 
ride and arts and crafts booths. Personally, I love the 
free cookies and coffee.” said Vicky. 

 Feeding these hungry people and giving them 
warmth are volunteers from the high school, different 
clubs, and organizations who sell hot chocolate, tacos, 
and popcorn while others give out free cookies and cof-
fee to anyone who passes by. 

 At 5:30, the carolers dressed in old-fashioned 
wear begin to stroll around the park and sing Christmas 
carols for all to hear. The balloon artists also begin their 
work as a long line winds around the grass for the artists 
to make them balloon hats, swords, and dogs. 

 At 6:00 p.m., the Brighter Side Singers, dressed 
in sparkly pink dresses and black suits, from Temple 
City High School perform a series of Christmas carols 
for all to hear. 

 At 7:00, the holiday parade with the TCHS band 
comes marching in and under the veranda with Santa, 
who helps light the 100 foot tall redwood tree in the cen-
ter of the park. It is the moment that everyone has been 

waiting for, and a countdown is started for the light-
ing. At zero, the many blue, green, orange, yellow, 
and red lights on the tree spring to life. 

 Visits with Santa and Holiday Express train 
rides start again at 7:30 and everyone continues to 
play until 9:00 p.m. when the event ends. 

 As the event comes to a close around 9:00 
p.m., people begin to gather their belongings and 
head on home, but the lights around the park con-
tinue to shine on for all to see, heading the anticipa-
tion for Christmas. 

to the many arts and crafts ta-
bles, and the Holiday Express 
train toots its horn on the 
streets. On the opposite side of 
the lawn, visits with Santa fill 
the kids with happiness and 
anticipation as fake snow falls 
from the entrance while a bright 
light shines on the area. Red 
and white balloons adorn the 
entrance, and the entire waiting 
area is filled with mini Christmas 
trees wrapped in bright lights, a 
large blowup snow globe with 
Mickey, Minnie, and snowmen 
on the inside, and a Santa’s 

workshop blow-up balloon model. 

 Cousins Blanca and Athena are two of the 
many people waiting in the long line for the Holiday Ex-
press train. 

 “We’ve been coming to this event for a long 
time, and the train has been here for as long as we 
know. We always ride it,” said Bianca. 

 Vicky and her 6 year old daughter, May, await 

This week’s comic was designed by Pauline Chen.  
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Lights on Temple 
City: The big tree in 
the park is lit up. 
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the ones 
in Irvine, 
Hacienda 
Heights, 
Anaheim 
Hills, and 
Cerritos. 

During the 
opening, 
the out-
side of the 
restaurant 
featured a 
large bal-
loon arch 
as well as 

music by Authentic Vibes. There 
was also a car meet put on by 
Dayuum as they celebrated their 
one year anniversary and the 
grand opening. 

The event featured free 
raffle tickets, two dollar boba, and 
many came to grand opening.  

The restaurant features 
an interesting interior that appears 
almost jungle-like, as many palms 
and ferns surround the tables 
people are seated at. Lightbulbs 
hang down from the ceiling as a 
stylistic choice, and it created a 
nice general ambiance. 

The environment is rather 
noisy, and there may be a line to 
go in, but overall, the restaurant is 
a decent place to go for dinner 
and especially for dessert. 

The menu featured many 
types of main courses: noodles, 
soup, rice, desserts, drinks, etc. 
However, what Guppy House is 
particularly known for is their 
shaved ice. Although a bit on the 
more expensive side at around 
$11 for a small shaved ice, the 
portions are very large, enough to 
serve around five people. Overall, 
it was a good experience. 

the revised employee contract 
makes the following changes:             
reduces severance payment from 12 
months to six months, codifies the 
current base salary, and amends 
medical insurance benefits to equal 
existing city policy. 

Additionally, the city                      
manager is expected to receive a 
$20,287.80 performance bonus. 

Those in favor of                         
Mr. Pulido’s amended contract and 
performance bonus include Mayor 
Vincent Yu, Councilmember Carl 
Blum, and Councilmember Tom 
Chavez. 

“I think it’s well deserved,” 
Mayor Yu said on November 6, 
2012. “We value his performance, 
the leadership he has brought to this 

city.” 

Councilmember Blum 
agreed, “I’m comfortable, in                      
rewarding, recognizing a lot that’s 
been done.” 

However, Mayor Pro                
Tempore Cynthia Sternquist and 
Councilmember Fernando Vizcarra 
dissented. Ms. Sternquist said she 
was “not comfortable” with the              
bonus, though she expressed, “I 
think that our city manager is doing 
an extremely, or a very good job.” 

The city is moving towards a 
“pay for performance” model, Mr. 
Blum noted. “You should be                    
compensated if you are doing a          
really good job for us,” he said. 

The councilmember also 

pointed that the city council had 
budgeted $50,000 for performance 
bonuses during the current fiscal 
year. 

Two residents spoke out 
against the performance bonus. 

The city manager joined 
City Hall in October 2009. He earns 
a base salary of $202,878 per year. 
Mr. Pulido also receives a $300 
monthly car allowance, four weeks 
of vacation pay, as well as health 
benefits and life insurance. 

Also that evening, the city 
council approved a $1.1. million  
increase to the construction budget 
of the Rosemead Boulevard                  
Enhancement Project.  

THE WEEKLY CALENDAR 

DECEMBER 15 

E-WASTE EVENT  

SUPER A FOODS 

9 A.M. – 4 P.M. 

 

DECEMBER 18 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT 7:30 P.M. 

& 

TCHS HOLIDAY CONCERT 

SAN GABRIEL MISSION PLAYHOUSE 

7 P.M. 

 

DECEMBER 19 

LAS TUNAS IMPROVEMENT                         

PLAN MEETING 

LIVE OAK PARK AT 7 P.M. 

& 

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

MEETING  

e
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Guppy  House: Peo-
ple come to see the 
grand opening. 



The most watched video on TED.com, which 
hosts inspirational videos from the Technology,       
Entertainment and Design (TED) Conference, is            
entitled “Schools Kill Creativity”.  

This controversial statement is made by Sir 
Ken Robinson, who led the British government's 
1998 advisory committee on creative and cultural 
education. He studied the significance of creativity in 
the educational system and the economy at length, 
and was knighted in 2003 for his achievements. 

Even though one may take his statements 
with a grain of salt, Sir Robinson clearly knows what 
he’s talking about. And one specific example really 
struck me. 

The parents of a little girl going to school in 
the 1930s were contacted. The school suggested 
that they take the girl to a doctor, because she was 
always fidgeting in class, and they believe that she 
has a learning disorder. After observing her, the              
doctor said. “She isn’t sick. She’s a dancer.” 

The little girl went to dance school, and went 
on to the Royal Ballet School, and eventually formed 
her own dance company. She is a multi-millionaire 
today. Her name is Gillian Lynne, and she is the          
choreographer of the musical classics, “Cats” and 
“Phantom of the Opera”. 

After hearing this, I couldn’t stop thinking 
about the “what-if”s. I have friends who were                      
diagnosed with ADHD for similar types of behavior, 
and they took medication and were “cured”. But what 
really happened? Could they have been the next 
Gillian Lynnes of the world? 

Some may argue that an education in                    
academic subjects is more important than one in arts 
and music. Clearly, it is what our country’s                           
educational system values. But even after                        
higher-education, what differentiates each student 
from the next? That spark inside each person is what 
makes individuals unique, yet education makes all 
students uniform in their ways of thinking and                   
working. 

There are many types of intelligence and 
talents in the world, and I don’t claim to know which 
is most important. It is up to people to discover that 
for themselves. 
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Temple City Voice. She is a senior at Temple 
City High School. 
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