
©   ALL RIGHTS  RESERVED DECEMBER 16, 2011 

Temple City  
   Voice

 

   Local News          Politics          Science/Environment          Sports          Entertainment           Life          Opinion  

New Faces Join Temple City School Board 

NEW SCHOOL BOARD: The Temple City 
School Board and Superintendent Kang-Smith 

pose for a picture on Dec. 7.           Photo Courtesy 

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD 

Superintendent Kang-Smith administers oath 
of office to the three school board members 

last Wednesday, December 7.  

 

BY JUSTIN LIN  

 Two new faces, and a returning school 
board member, were sworn into office last 
Wednesday as members of the reconfigured 

Temple City Board of Education.  

 The swearing-in ceremony took place 
during the December 7 school board meeting. 
Superintendent Chelsea Kang-Smtih adminis-
tered the oath of office to Ken Knollenberg, Bob 

Ridley, and Kien Tiet.  

 First elect-

Knollenberg, Tiet, and 

Ridley Sworn into Office 

“School Board” on Page 3 

Smith shares his experience 
and vision for the Temple 

City School Board.  

 

BY ADENEY ZO 

The Temple City 
School Board recently re-
elected School Board Member 

Matt Smith as president.  

A veteran of the 
school board, Smith shared his 
experience on the school 
board and his vision for the 

upcoming year.  

“My wife was a teach-
er, as my oldest son is now, 
and I have worked with school 
districts throughout LA Coun-

ty,” Smith explained. 

 His active role in the 
Temple City community also 

“Matt Smith” on Page 2 

The Gateway project re-
ceived final approval on April 

5th.   

 

BY AMY FAN  

 The city manager on 
Thursday announced that de-
veloper Randy Wang has com-
menced a global marketing 

effort for The Gateway project. 

 “The development 
team instructed its representa-
tives here and abroad to start 
worldwide market of The Gate-
way project’s EB-5 Immigrant 
Investor Program,” Jose Pulido 
stated in his April 14, 2011 city 

manager’s weekly report.  

 A website highlighting 
the development will soon be 
available, the city manager 

also said.  

“Gateway Project” on Page 3 

Interview 

with School 

Board     

President 

Matt Smith  

Developer 

Now       

Marketing 

The Gateway 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL 

NEWS ARTICLE  
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An interview with School Board President Matt 

Smith Continued from Front Page 

e

This week’s comic was designed by Pauline Chen. 

 Appointed to the school board in 1998 
and re-elected continuously since then, Smith has found 

that these past few years have been a great growth and 

learning experience. 

 “I have found the wide variety of issues that 
must be addressed very interesting and intellectually 
stimulating,” said Smith. “Many of the issues that have 
come up over the years are things that I do not deal with 
in my day to day employment and, candidly, involve top-

ics that had not thought about before.” 

 Following this year’s election results, Smith 
looks to the future as he plans for the new term. He 
hopes to unify the new board in order to work to-

gether to improve Temple City’s schools. 

“Any time a member of the school board chang-
es, the entire dynamic of the board changes,” 
Smith said. “With the recent election of two new 
board members, we will need to spend a consider-
able amount of time on team building and educat-
ing our new board members about what their re-

sponsibilities are.” 

In terms of his plans for the new term, Smith 
focused on the issue of school facilities and the 

current budget crisis. 

“Many of our facilities are in generally poor 
shape and need to be addressed via the passage 
of a school bond,” he said. “Also, we have been 
living in a perpetual budget crisis for the past five or 
six years. As a result, we must continue to address 
this painful process in addition to building a recov-

ery plan.” 

prepared and prompted him to run for a position on the 

Board of Education. 

“I served on the London school site council, in 
addition to working with youth in our community in 
coaching and managing Little League and soccer 
teams,” said Smith, “so seeking a position on the 
school board just seemed like a logical extension of 

those activities.” 



e
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Developer globally marketing The Gateway Continued from Front Page 

New members sworn in Continued from Front Page 

 Pulido noted that the restaurant and retail indus-

try continues to show interest in the project.  

 The latest include Ross Stores and Buffalo 
World Wings Grill and Bar. In addition, the developer’s 
team previously mentioned that an independent grocer, 
Best Buy, Howards, Souplanation, Mimi’s Café, and Ol-
ive Garden were interested. Wang has already secured a 

letter of intent from Chipotle. 

 The marketplace is open to The Gateway pro-

ject, according to Wang’s commercial broker.  

  “The project, especially in its current incarnation, 
is well received from the marketplace,” Armando Aguirre 

said on March 15.  

 The Gateway project is being proposed as a 
75,000 square foot Mediterranean-style shopping and 
dining center. In addition to spaces for retail and restau-

rant, the developer plans to build office spaces.  

 The project will consist of four buildings, 331 

parking spaces, and an architectural tower element.  

 With final approval of the project on April 5, the 
developer is now entering the design development and 
construction documentation phase. A ground breaking 

has tentatively been planned for February 2012. 

 Meanwhile, a corruption trial for former Temple 
City Mayor Cathé Wilson will likely begin soon. The for-
mer city official is being charged with several counts of 

bribery and perjury over her role in the Piazza scandal.   

Wilson is being accused of receiving $10,000 in bribes 
from the developer’s former project manager. On March 
24, she reiterated her innocence in an interview with the 

Pasadena Star News.  

 The fallout from the Piazza corruption scandal 
has led to two former city officials resigning from the City 
Council. A former mayor stepped down in 2009, while 
another former mayor is serving a 16-month sentence in 

state prison.  

Editor’s Note: To read two unpublished City articles, “Gateway Project 

Secures Nod from City Officials” and “Vizcarra Steps Down, while 

Chavez Selected as Next Mayor” please visit our blog.  

ed in 2007, Ridley began his second term on the 

school board.  

 Knollenberg, Ridley, and Tiet emerged 
victorious on November 8. They defeated four 
other candidates to win one of three seats on the 
Temple City School Board. All three were en-
dorsed by the Temple City Educators Associa-

tion, the Temple City teachers’ union.  

 Outgoing School Board Members Rachel 
LaSota and Janet Rhee, who were denied re-
election, were honored by the school board, as 
well as by U.S. Congressman Adam Schiff (D-
Temple City). Both received an American flag 
flown over the U.S. Capitol in recognition of their 

service to the Temple City Unified School District.  

 The newly reconfigured school board 
then unanimously re-elected School Board Presi-
dent Matt Smith to another term, while electing 

Ridley as vice-president and Tiet as clerk.  

 Knollenberg and Tiet were also chosen 
to serve as members of the City-School District 

Standing Committee.  

 Temple City Mayor Tom Chavez and 
Mayor Pro Tempore Vincent Yu also attended 

the organizational meeting.  
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 Can you believe it? We’re already at the end of 
another year. In just a couple of weeks, we’ll be        

celebrating 2012.  

 In 2011, the Temple City Voice had a very busy  
year. Let me highlight what we’ve accomplished and 

where we hope to go next year. 

 First, the Voice and the Temple City High 
School Junior State of America co-sponsored two    
candidates’ forums for the local City Council and 
School Board elections. Since 2007, a total of five    
forums have been held. We believe that these forums 
give you the opportunity to questions your elected    
officials. This is very important. While we won’t have 

one in 2012, we hope to do so again in 2013.  

 Second, the Voice celebrated its fifth           
anniversary in July. For more than five years, the Voice 
has provided Temple City with local news coverage. 

We will definitely continue to publish next year.  

 Third, the Voice implemented a few changes to 
our organization. Lu Chen, a former TCV staff member, 
was named the advisor this summer. As we begin a 
new year, I hope to continue to work with Lu to build a 

more professional organization.  

 In 2012. the Voice will also have a very busy 

year. We’ll be implementing two new initiatives.  

 The first project is to begin a communitywide 
fundraising effort to support the Voice. As you know, 
we are a non-profit entity and do not make any money. 
The only revenues we receive are from the few ad 
sponsorships we have netted. If we want to expand 

(and we do!), we’re counting on you to support us.  

 The second project is to organize a “state of 
our community” town hall meeting. As a civic            
organization, we feel that creating this new tradition will 
benefit Temple City residents. Why shouldn’t you hear 

from your elected leaders more often?  

 I want to conclude by wishing you a Merry 
Christmas, Happy Holidays, and a Happy New Year! 
Thank you for your dedicated readership this past year. 

Your continued support means so much to all of us. 

 I also want to thank the Temple City Voice 
staff, past and present, our current and former editors, 

and Lu Chen for your unwavering devotion.  

 See you next year!  

 

Matthew Wong is the Founder and Executive Director 
of the Temple City Voice. He is also a graduate of the 
University of California, Davis, and Temple City High 

School.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

PLEASE RECYCLE! 

     Letters to the Editor...  
 

   Can be sent to our  
  P.O. Box 1255 

Temple City, CA 91780 

Phone: 626 - 993 - 8241 
 

Blog:  
http://templecityvoice.wordpress.com 

 
E-mail: templecityvoice@yahoo.com 

TEMPLE CITY  Voice 
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Interested in sponsoring the Temple City Voice?  

Send an e-mail! 

FOUNDER’S COLUMN: 
ANNUAL REFLECTIONS 

December 19     Boys JV Basketball 

@Temple City High School, 5:00 P.M. 

 

 

  20              TCHS Holiday Concert 

@San Gabriel Mission Playhouse, 7 P.M. 

 

  21                Ho-Ho-Holiday Show 

@Temple City Library, 3 P.M. 

 
  25                      Christmas Day 
                               

Matthew  

Editor’s Note: The Temple City Voice will not be      

publishing on December 23 and 30 because of the     

Winter holidays.  


