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Schools Close for Winter Break  

City Clerk 

Qualifies Six 

Candidates to 

Run for Three 

Seats 

Among the six qualified 
candidates are three       
incumbents and a sitting 

Planning Commissioner.  

 

BY VINCENT WEI 

A list of the candi-
dates qualified to run for the 
March 2011 City Council 

election is now available. 

There are six candi-
dates; three are incumbents 
seeking re-election or elec-
tion to the five-member City 
Council. The candidates in-
clude: Temple City Mayor 
Fernando Vizcarra, Council-
man Carl Blum, Council-
woman Cynthia Sternquist, 
as well as Planning Commis-
sioner Manuel “Manny” 
Valenzuela III, Starene Cruz, 

and Nicholas Lisk.  

“There are three 
spots [on the City Council] 
t h a t 

FOREVER CHRISTMAS: The annual Christmas 
program by Temple City High School was held 
on Tuesday, December 14 at the San Gabriel 

Mission Playhouse.      

REACHING OUT , ONE VOICE AT A T IME 

Various Temple City High School performing 
arts groups come together for “Forever    

Christmas.”  

 

BY AMY FAN  

In celebration of the holidays, various 
performing arts groups from Temple City High 
School performed in the annual holiday concert 
entitled “Forever Christmas” on December 14 in 

the San Gabriel Mission Playhouse. 

The concert featured selections per-
formed by the 
f o l l o w i n g 

Students Sing “Forever 

Christmas” 

“Election” on Page 3 “Christmas Program”  on Page 2 

City Bans   

Medical      

Marijuana    

Dispensaries for 

Another Year  

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL 

NEWS ARTICLE 

Unclear legal circumstances 
is a reason for the renewal, 

the City Attorney says.  

 

BY RAYMOND TRAN 

 The city of Temple 
City on Tuesday renewed a 
ban on medical marijuana dis-
pensaries in Temple City, as 
well as a ban prohibiting busi-

nesses from distributing pot.  

 City councilmembers 
unanimously approved interim 
urgency ordinance 10-933U 
during its April 6, 2010 city 
council meeting. The ordi-
nance extends an existing ban 
on medical marijuana for 12 

months.  

 “We‟re back with you 
tonight to request a final one-
year extension of that ordi-

“Ban Renewal” on Page 3 
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Forever Christmas, the annual holiday concert, receives 

praise and standing ovations Continued from Front Page 

This comic was designed by Ava Cheng. 

e

groups: Brighter Side Singers, Concert Choir, Women‟s 
Chorus, Choreo and the Festival and Honors Orches-
tras. The production also featured a private chorus 
called “Rhapsody,” and “The Mike Tomasulo Singers,” 

composed of the teachers and staff of the high school.  

Popular highlights were the Honors Orchestra 
pieces, including the rock piece “Kashmir,” the always 

humorous staff performance, which this year was enti-
tled “I‟m Getting‟ Nothin‟ For Christmas,” the traditional 
piece “O Holy Night,” sung this year by Sophie Gonza-

les from Brighter Side Singers, and the all-boys Brighter 

Side Singers piece, “Hot Chocolate.”  

Also included were new additions to the pro-
gram which included “The Byers‟ Carolers” and tradi-

tional staples such as “O Holy Night”.  

Overall, the pieces were very well-received with 
the audience. Honors Orchestra‟s final piece, 
“Christmas Eve/Sarajevo 12/24” received a 

standing ovation.  

 The performance received abundant 

praise from the audience and spectators.  

 “I think the program has been very 
organized,” said Junior Frank Hsu. “It‟s really 

good -- really entertaining.”  

 In the concluding piece in the pro-
duction, the Vocal Arts alumni were called to 
join in the Hallelujah Chorus with the Vocal 

Arts students.  

 As with all Vocal Arts, Band, Choreo, 
Orchestra, and Dragonflicks alumi, it was 
very nostalgic for alumni to see the current 

students in performance. 

 “It brings back good memories,” said 
Pit Orchestra alumni Jacqueline Cheng. “It 

feels really different, but I enjoy it.” 

 Credits were given to Dragonflicks, 
the technology crew from the high school, for 
manning the lights and filming the perform-

ance.  

A DVD of the performance will be available 

later in the year, published by Dragonflicks. 

FOREVER CHRISTMAS: All the singing groups who had           
performed come together one last time to sing a last number that 

concluded the performance.      Photo by Amy Fan  
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Six candidates run for City Council Continued from Front Page 

are needed to be filled up,” City Clerk Mary Flandrick 

said,” and there are six candidates.”  

Vizcarra was elected to the City Council nearly 
four years ago, while Sternquist and Blum were each 
appointed to the City Council after sitting councilmem-
bers resigned. Sternquist replaced former Councilman 
David Capra in 2009. Blum replaced former Council-

woman Judy Wong.  

Valenzuela was appointed by the City Council to 
serve on the Planning commission in 2009 after then-
Planning Commissioner Sternquist resigned to take of-

fice as councilmember.  

There are two newcomers, Cruz and Lisk.  

According to the City Clerk, all six candidates 
have met all the requirements, including obtaining signa-

tures and filling out the necessary paperwork.  

The city council election is scheduled for March 

8, 2011. The deadline to file was on December 10.  

Over the next couple of months, the Temple City 
Voice will conduct interviews with each of the candi-

dates.  

In addition, the Voice and the Temple City High 
School Junior State of America intend on holding a can-
didates‟ forum. This will be the fourth candidates‟ forum 

for both organizations.  

nance,” City Attorney Eric Vail said before the vote. “Your 
adoption of Ordinance No. 10-933U would continue our 
current ban on medical marijuana dispensaries for one 

year.”  

 Vail recommended the adoption of the new ordi-
nance because “state law continues to be in a state of 

flux” over the issue, he said.  

 The city attorney told councilmembers that nei-
ther City Hall nor his legal firm‟s staff could write an offi-
cial ordinance related to the issue that would “withstand 

judicial scrutiny.”  

 All councilmembers agreed with Vail‟s 

advice.  

 “The prudent and reasonable thing is to 
extend the moratorium,” Mayor Pro Tempore 

Tom Chavez said.  

 He added, “The last thing we want to 
do is to enact regulations that either won‟t stand 

up to existing law or future laws down the road.”  

 In April 2009, the City Council first 
passed emergency ordinance 09-925U, which 
prohibited the establishment or the operating of 

a medical marijuana dispensary for 45 days.  

 The following June, the City Council 
passed emergency ordinance 09-026U, con-
tinuing that ban for an additional 10 months and 

15 days. That would have expired this month.  

 Section 2 of the emergency ordinance, 
10-933U, reads, “no use permit, variance, build-
ing permit, or any other entitlement for use shall 
be accepted, processed, approved, or issued 
for the establishment or operation of, and no person shall otherwise establish, a „medical marijuana dispensary‟ and 

no existing business shall begin dispensing medical marijuana.”  
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  3         School Resumes  

Jason 

 It is kind of disheartening how much prepara-
tion for college affects a large part of pre-collegiate 

student life. 

We spend a few years in high school prepar-
ing for our high school life, which in turn, attempts to 
prepare us for our college life. We spend four years 
studying, analyzing, and taking tests. We strategically 
choose classes not necessarily based off of our own 
interests, but what we believe colleges want to see. 
We visit campuses to get a better understanding of 
what schools interest us (instead of the notion that we 
want to go to UCLA or USC, or any of those big-
named schools). We take test after test, the SATs, the 
ACTs, the AP tests, and pay a hefty sum of money out 

of our pockets to do so. 

We can say that freshman year is the year 
where we adjust ourselves to high school life, be-
cause, let‟s admit it, it‟s a big change from middle 
school. In a sense, this is where all the fun stops and 
we actually have legitimate worry over our future and 
how our actions affect every bit of it. Sophomore year 
is the year where we note that colleges are looking at 
us now and we need to step up our game and main-
tain it in order to get pleasing results. Junior year is 
the worst. On top of showing the colleges what we can 
do, we also have to prepare for the SATs. Some peo-
ple may think senior year goes to decline and that is 

where we relax. Sadly, that is just a myth. 

The first semester is dedicated to college ap-
plications and scholarships on top of regular home-
work. College applications are not as easy as some 
people think it to be. You need to be very precise with 
your information and double-check, triple-check, and 
quadruple-check to make sure you have all the infor-
mation right. There are also essays, questionnaires, 
and other miscellaneous information you have to put 

in. For some schools, this is the clincher. 

Just when you think that is all done, you need 
to check your e-mails voraciously and make sure that 
you keep up with the schools, because if you don‟t, 
they can delay or bar your admission. You need to 
make sure that you have everything in order, that you 
create accounts for each school that e-mails you, and 
that you did everything they asked of you and nothing 

less. 

The funny thing is, when you hit college, it is 
so much more relaxed than high school. With the new 
freedom comes the new task of not letting it get to 
your head and to still maintain discipline and be or-
ganized. Still, it‟s not as hectic as high school. You 
aren‟t worrying about that many classes, but you will 

be worrying a lot about those few classes. 

Editor’s Note: 

The Temple City Voice will not publish on December 24 or 31, 

2010. We will resume publication on January 7, 2011.  


