
Four candidates, including 
two incumbents, will                 
compete for two spots on 
the city council. 

 

BY PROMISE LI 

  Next year’s city                
council election will feature 
four candidates, including two 
incumbents who will run for           
re-election.  

  The deadline to file 
nomination papers for the 
2013 Temple City municipal 
election was on Friday,                 
December 7. The four                     
candidates are incumbents 
Mayor Vincent Yu and                
Councilman Tom Chavez, and 
challengers Nicholas Lisk and 

TCHS presents dazzling holiday concert 

School board members voted 3-2 to renew 
the superintendent’s contract for one more 
year. 

 

BY ANDY CHUANG 

On December 12, the Temple City 
school board voted 3-2 to renew the                              
Superintendent Chelsea Kang-Smith’s contract 
for another year. 

“Superintendent” on Page 3 

Los Angeles Engineering to 
begin construction next              
January. 

 

BY TIFFANY KHA  

A general construction 
contractor has been named for 
the Rosemead Boulevard          
Enhancement and                              
Beautification project.  

The city council                
awarded Covina-based              
Los Angeles Engineering Inc. a 
construction contract worth 
$15,773,914.50 in November.  

In addition to the city’s 
own contribution, the project will 
be financed through a myriad of 
local, state, and federal                 
agencies.  

According to Kristi   
Twilley, a representative from 
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HOLIDAY CONCERT: Brighter Side Singers   
performing a Christmas carol on Wednesday, 
December 19.                
               Photo by Albert Chen 

Kang-Smith 

Given One-

Year Extension  
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Holiday Concert Continued from Front Page 

At the November 20 meeting, the city council 
voted unanimously to approve the bid by Los Angeles 
Engineering.   

The general contractor beat out five other                 
bidders, including the Griffith Company, during the city’s 
second round of bidding. The Griffith Company posted a 
protest bid that was rejected by the city council.  

“With honor, integrity and dedicated employees, 
Los Angeles Engineering, Inc. is set to continue building 
the infrastructure of tomorrow’s Southern California,” 

reads a statement from the construction firm’s 
website.  

In total, the Rosemead Boulevard project will 
cost approximately $20.7 million.  

The Rosemead Boulevard project is a major 
public works project to revamp the former state 
highway from Callita Avenue to the railroad tracks. 

Approximately two miles of city streets will be 
renovated once the project is complete.                          
Energy-efficient lighting, pedestrian-friendly                  
enhancements, drought-resistant landscaping, 
public art works, and protected bike lanes will be 
introduced.  

“It’s almost a two-year effort in making it happen 
and finally it is happening,” Mayor Vincent Yu              
previously said.  

Excluding Los Angeles Engineering, three                 
consultants have been hired to perform work on 
the Rosemead Boulevard project: Vanir                            
Construction Management, the project manager, 
Gruen Associates, the project designer, and Avant 
Garde, the project finance administrator and labor 
compliance monitor.  

the Vanir Construction Management, construction is 
scheduled to begin late January and will last for 16 
months.  

“Kick-off meetings have been held with project 
contractor Los Angeles Engineering to discuss the                 
project schedule and other administrative items,” she 
wrote in the December 7, 2012 city manager’s report.  

However, the city plans to hold a town hall 
meeting on January 16, prior to the construction phase.  

This week’s comic was designed by Emily Fan.  
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City council election                                   
Continued from Front Page 

Superintendent contract    

extended Continued from Front Page 

Parks and Recreation                           
Commissioner Matthew Wong.  

  Vincent Yu, the current 
mayor of Temple City, is currently 
his first term on the city council. 
He previously 
served as mayor 
pro tempore, as well 
as planning com-
missioner for six 
years. Mr. Yu was 
first elected in 
March 2009.  

  Incumbent 
Tom Chavez also 
formerly served as 
mayor and mayor 
pro tempore of Temple City. He is 
a former parks and recreation 
commissioner. Mr. Chavez was 
also elected to the City Council in 
2009.  

  Nicholas Lisk is a 16-year 

Temple City resident who also ran 
for city council in 2011. He has 
worked with small businesses and 
the Chamber of Commerce. Mr. 
Lisk also worked as an electrical 
estimator and planner for 10 years 

and was a former    
building inspector for 
the city of Sacramento. 

 Matthew Wong 
is a parks and                             
recreation                          
commissioner. He is 
also a graduate of 
Temple City High 
School and the                  
University of California, 
Davis. Mr. Wong                    

previously ran for the Temple City 
school board in November 2011.  

  The city council election 
will be held on Tuesday, March 5.  

Ms. Kang-Smith 
has been superintendent 
of the Temple City Unified 
School District since 
2008. Her annual salary 
remains unchanged, at 
$175,000.  

After a dispute 
brought up by School 
Board Members Kenneth 
Knollenberg and                      
Joe Walker over not                
receiving a copy of the 
revised contract in                   
November, the school 
board voted to defer               
discussing                                   
Ms. Kang-Smith’s contract until the 
December meeting.  

With the                              
superintendent’s    
contract expected to 
expire next June, 
some school board 
members sought to                
extend Ms. Kang-Smith’s 
tenure. 

 Three motions to 
extend Ms. Kang-Smith 
were filed, with the first 
two failing.  

 A motion to                  
extend Ms. Kang-Smith’s 
contract for three years 
and two years, separately, 
failed.  

 However, a motion by 

School Board Member Matt Smith for 
one-year passed by a 3-2 vote. Only 
Mr. Knollenberg and Mr. Walker              
declined the proposal.  

 Consequently,                                     
Superintendent Kang-Smith’s                 
contract will not last through the 
2013-2014 school year.  

e
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Superintendent            
Chelsea Kang Smith 
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DECEMBER 21 

MINIMUM DAY 

ALL TCUSD SCHOOLS 

 

DECEMBER 25 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

 

DECEMBER 31 

SENIOR’S NEW YEAR’S EVE TOAST 

AT LIVE OAK PARK 

FOR RESERVATIONS, CALL                

(626) 579-0461 

 

JANUARY 1 

NEW YEAR’S DAY 

& 

ROSE PARADE 

PASADENA, CA 

 

JANUARY 6 

RELAXED OVERNIGHT PARKING                    

ENFORCEMENT ENDS 



You’ve all heard this before.  

On December 21, 2012, the Mayan calendar 
ends.  

And so will the world! Earthquakes will tear 
through continents, floods and tsunamis will                       
submerge all land, and zombies and aliens will take 
over the world. 

Or not. 

Really, we’ve all heard this before. You might 
remember May 21 of last year, when many were  
convinced that devastating natural disasters would 
wipe out the Earth’s population. Perhaps you can 
recall that time in 2008, when the activation of the 
Large Hadron Collider experiment was supposed to 
create a black hole that consumed our planet. And 
the last day of 1999 and 2000 caused much panic 
too, because surely the end of a millennium meant 
the end of all things. 

If we were to believe these claims, the world 
should have ended many times over. The truth is, 
these apocalypse predictions happen several times a 
year. This one, the Mayan apocalypse, is supported 
by no more scientific proof than any of the others. In 
fact, many claims that reference the Mayan calendar 
erroneously display a picture of the Aztec sun                        
calendar as proof. 

However, perhaps there is something we 
should take away from the constant fear of the end of 
the world. Disasters such as hurricanes,                        
earthquakes, and tsunamis are occurring with more 
frequency and intensity than ever, due to global 
warming and other changes in environmental factors. 
In case of events such as these, it is best to be                
prepared. 

A survival backpack probably won’t help you 
if it’s really the apocalypse, but it wouldn’t be a bad 
idea to be ready for other emergencies. Living in  
California near the San Andreas fault has certain 
risks. 

The world probably will not end this Friday, 
but I think it’s still a good idea to be with your family, 
friends, and loved ones this Christmas season. Just 
to be safe. 
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MISSION STATEMENT  

The Temple City Voice endeavors to provide 
news coverage to Temple City, while also     
encouraging civic responsibility within the 

community.  

Editor’s Note: The Temple City Voice will not 
be publishing for the weeks of  December 28 
and January 4. Happy Holidays! 

Yinting 


