
Thank you, Matt Smith and Joe Walker 

BOTH MATT SMITH AND JOE WALKER DECIDED TO 

RETIRE RATHER THAN RUN IN 2013.  

Written by Albert Chen, Senior Editor and Celene Chang, 

Staff Writer 

Temple City School Board Members Matt Smith 

and Joe Walker have decided to retire. 

Smith, first appointed in 1998 and subsequently 

elected, and Walker, first elected in 2005, have served a 

combined 23 years.  

Since Walker and Smith both declined to run for 

another four-year term, the 2013 school board election was 

cancelled. The only two qualified candidates, Vincent Bell 

and John Pomeroy will be sworn into office next month.  

After serving two terms, Walker has decided to 

step down.  

“I don’t think you want to have somebody in there 
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FAREWELL: School Board Members Matt Smith and Joe Walker are leaving 
the Temple City Board of Education after many years of service.  
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Bomb threats at Temple City 

schools prove costly School Board rejects extension 

of superintendent’s contract 

READ Free falling into fun at Fall Festival on PAGE 2 

KANG-SMITH’S TENURE AS SUPERINTENDENT MAY 

SOON COME TO AN END; CURRENT CONTRACT         

EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2014. 

Written by Natalie Jin, Editor-in-Chief and Promise Li, 

Managing Editor 

 In an unexpected turn of events, the school board 

voted against extending Superintendent Chelsea              

Kang-Smith’s contract for another year, bringing her five 

years of leadership at Temple City Unified School District 

to an end. 

 Dr. Chelsea Kang-Smith joined the school district 

in August 2008, bringing with her 17 years of experience 

in the field of education. Since then, she has been                    

re-appointed three times, fulfilling one three-year contract 

and two single-year contracts. 
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BOMB THREATS COST SCHOOL         

DISTRICT MORE THAN $125,000.  

Written by Tustin Lee, Staff Writer  

On Tuesday, September 24, the 

Temple City Sheriff’s station received a 

phone call from an unknown person 

with a disguised voice. The caller 

claimed that multiple bombs were 

placed at Temple City High School. Due 

to serious nature of the threat, deputies 

and a bomb squad unit were asked to 

conduct a thorough inspection of the 

campus. No bombs were found. School 

was not interrupted that day.  

The next day, the California 

Highway Patrol alerted the sheriff’s        

station based on a tip from the same      

unknown caller. The caller stated that 

two bombs were set to detonate at  

Longden Elementary School. With the 

assistance of the sheriffs, the school was 

evacuated and another search was        

conducted. Again, no explosive devices 

were found.  

Shortly after, on September 27, 

the sheriffs received another call from 

someone who claimed that bombs were 

placed at the high school. Accordingly, 

school was cancelled and a search was 

conducted by the sheriff’s department.  

K-9 units and helicopters were involved. 

No explosives were found.  

While the sheriffs eventually       

arrested the perpetrator, no motive has 

been found. However, the bomb threats 

have cost the Temple City Unified 

School District $127,469, according to 

district officials.  
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Free falling into fun at the          

Fall Festival 

FALL FESTIVAL: Families and children gather near the 
petting zoo for the farm animals at the Fall Festival. 

Photo by Sabrina Fang 

THE FALL FESTIVAL AND CLASSIC 

CAR SHOW WAS HELD ON              

OCTOBER 22. 

Written by Sabrina Fang,                  

Staff Writer 

 Temple City recently held its 

annual Fall Festival and Classic Car 

Show on Saturday, October 22, 2013 at 

Temple City Park. 

 The Fall Festival is a family- 

oriented event that gives families a 

chance to enjoy a relaxing and           

exciting day of food, shopping and 

entertainment. It holds held activities 

and attractions for people of all ages, 

from kid-friendly petting zoos to 

shows of classic Mustangs. 

 Throughout the day, various 

performing arts groups entertained 

the crowd with singing, dancing, and 

music. Audience members would 

come in and settle their foldable chairs 

across the front lawn to get the best 

possible view of the Temple City 

Band and Auxiliaries Corps, TCHS 

Brighter Side Singers and the TCHS 

Choreo team.  

 The festival also allowed for 

local vendors to display and sell their 

handmade crafts of jewelry, clothing, 

and accessories. Their tents were lined 

along the pavement pathways 

throughout the park, attracting            

curious festival-goers with the many 

different and unique charms.  

 As a separate part of the Fall 

Festival, the Classic Car Show          

showcased antique car models, which 

ranged from classic Street Rods to 

iconic Corvettes. Car enthusiasts 

flocked to see the unique vehicles and 

admire the models on display. 

 While their parents admired 

cars, children participated in the 

 During the November 13 

school board meeting, retiring 

School Board Member Matt Smith 

motioned to extend Dr. Kang-

Smith’s contract by one year. The 

motion was denied by a vote of 4 

to 1. 

 School Board Member Joe 

Walker, also retiring, said the 

whole process commenced        

and treated the superintendent 

with dignity.  

 “The will of the people was 

clear,” Walker stated. “The Board 

should be going in a different      

direction. Kang-Smith’s reputation 

stands on its own in the Temple 

City community.” 

 Ryan Lauterbach,            

economics teacher and Social        

Science Department Chair at Tem-

ple City High School, also strongly 

supported the Board’s                  

resolution. 

 “The School Board has 

made the correct decision in not 

renewing the Superintendent's 

contract,” said Lauterbach. “When 

it comes to teachers, she has 

done everything in our power 

during her tenure to reduce our 

rights, limit our academic           

freedom, and keep our pay and 

benefits as low as possible. The 

School Board should seek to       

replace her as soon as possible.  

 Several attempts to          

contact the superintendent were 

made, but she has neither            

replied or commented upon the 

issue.  

 The Temple City Voice will 

e-publish a more detailed story on 

our website.  
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Purchase a Resident Membership to receive by 

mail 15 issues per year for only $20 today, $30                 

regularly. Offer expires on December 31, 2013. 

Our Web                          

Featured Stories 

 

“Halloween lurks around the corner”    

October 25, 2013 

  

The Temple City Voice now publishes a 

monthly news publication. However, 

every Friday, you can check out two 

new articles published exclusively 

online.  

 

 

many different activities that were available throughout the 

day. There were booths where children were able to make 

crafts or have their faces painted, stations where children 

could interact with different farm animals or enjoy a short       

pony ride, and many other grand attractions, such as a            

miniature pumpkin patch, a rock climbing wall and a Ferris 

wheel.  

 “My mom, brother and I really did have a lot of fun at 

the festival together,” said Temple City High School senior 

Nicole Hou, “because there was so much to do and see.” 

To place your classified ad, the Temple City Voice 

kindly requests a donation of $5 or more. Your 

ad will be limited to approximately 10 words.  

For more information, please contact our               

director of sponsorships and sales, Call us at 

(626) 321-0365 or email us at                                   

templecityvoice@yahoo.com. 



This comic was designed by Adrienne Vuong.  
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Farewell 
Continued from FRONT PAGE 

for 12, 15, 20 years,” Walker says. “It’s 

just too much.“ 

Smith cites his long term and the 

graduation of his three children as           

reasons for no longer continuing his ca-

reer as a school board member. 

“I decided not to for the school 

board again for two primary reasons. 

First, 15 years is a long time to have         

already served on the board; and second, 

my youngest son graduated from Temple 

City High School three years ago, so I no 

longer have any children attending 

school in the District,” says Smith. 

Both Smith and Walker have high 

hopes for the school board candidates 

who will be replacing them, expressing  

confidence in the candidates' abilities. 

They are also especially impressed by 

their willingness to volunteer and give 

back to the community. 

“I saw two men that ran that I 

knew for years and were really good,” 

Walker says, “If I dropped out, those two 

people would automatically become 

board members and we could save that 

money to reduce class sizes or use it on 

technology.” 

 Smith states, “*Bell and            

Pomeroy+ both strike me as being highly 

energetic and genuinely interested in   

doing what’s best for the children of our 

community. I applaud the fact that they 

have already both been very involved in 

working with our youth to promote        

development and character by                  

volunteering their time to serve.” 

For Walker, retiring from the 

school board is an opportunity for him to 

step away and delve into other activities. 

“This gives me more time to be a 

dad and pursue other interests,” Walker 

says, “I can always run again in two 

years.” 

Smith, however, will continue to 

stay active within the community and be 

involved in programs such as the              

Kiwanis Club of Temple City. 
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The Calendar 

City Council  

Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, November 19                      

Council Chambers, 7:30 p.m. 

 

Thanksgiving 

Thursday, November 28 

 

City Council  

Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, December 3                 

Council Chambers, 7:30 p.m. 
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 I’ve grown up in two countries.  

 I spent my childhood in China, and the rest of my years here in 

America. Even though I’ve devoted my lifetime to these polarizing and 

different places, places literally halfway across the world from each other, 

I’ve never took the time to explore the in-between.  I’ve never stepped 

out of Beijing, the city I grew up in, and I’ve never stepped out of south-

ern California. For all of my life, I’ve been sheltered by the confines of 

what was comfortable. 

 I recently did something completely out of the ordinary. I took an 

opportunity offered by Wellesley College, a travel grant to go to Boston 

and explore the other side of the coast, all the while, visiting my potential 

colleges such as Wellesley, MIT and BU. The experience was unique, and 

refreshing – exhilarating. 

 I went around Boston, Newbury Street, and Fenway. I crossed the 

Charles. I pretended to be a college student in a college town. I met new 

people. I tried to learn the Boston accent.  

 In a week, I found myself completely assimilated to the Boston 

culture. And in those moments, those moments in which I was detached 

from my background, my experiences and my responsibilities, I felt        

completely true and genuine to myself.  

 When the time came for me to leave and return to the 626 and  

resume all of my responsibilities, life felt mundane. I wanted more. I 

wanted to experience newer things and to step out of my comfort zone. I 

wasn’t ready to leave the Charles, the beautiful Wellesley view, and the 

quaint Boston architecture. 

 This is where college comes into play. I can’t wait for the next four 

years of my life. Hopefully, fingers crossed, I will be somewhere in the 

Boston area, because the city is truly magnificent.  

Editor’s Column 

Exploration and expectations 

Thank you for reading The Temple City Voice. 

SUPPORT THE 

TEMPLE CITY 

VOICE. BE A 

SPONSOR. 
CALL TODAY. 

CALL NOW.                  

RESIDENTS AND 

BUSINESSES 

ARE WELCOME.  
 

PLEASE CONTACT OUR      
ASSISTANT EXECUTIVE            

DIRECTOR AT                    
(626) 863-6960 TODAY.  
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FALL FESTIVAL: Hoards of pumpkins at the Fall Festival at 
Temple City Civic Park. 

Photo by Sabrina Fang  

Natalie Jin is the Editor-in-Chief of The Temple City Voice. She 

is a former Girls State participant, and currently is a senior at 

Temple City High School.  
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 The Temple City Voice is now a monthly news           

 publication with 15 print issues per year. With a 
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