
Young Asian Americans join U.S. military 

YOUNG ASIAN AMERICANS ENLIST IN SPITE OF 

CULTURAL BARRIERS.  

Written by Austin Lam, Staff Writer  

Banners on Las Tunas Boulevard flutter in the 

wind, honoring soldiers and veterans who hail from the 

small town of Temple City. These banners stand as       

symbols of sacrifice, duty, honor, and country. But taking 

a closer look at them, one can’t help but observe the lack 

of Lee’s, Wong’s and Kim’s on the banners. 

There is an evident disproportionality in the       

demographics of Asians in the military. Since the last       

decade, Temple City’s ethnically Asian population has 

grown abundantly, reaching a point of composing 56        

percent of the town’s current demographics. However the 

amount of Asians who enlist in the military is wan in         

comparison. 
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U.S. MILITARY: Las Tunas Boulevard is filled with banners that salute and 
honor soldiers from Temple City.  
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Temple City school board reorganizes,        

welcomes new members  
Illuminating the spirit of 

the holiday season 

READ Teachers from Shanghai visit Temple City High School on PAGE 2 

THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT IS BROUGHT TO LIFE WITH 

THE WELCOMING OF LIGHTS ON TEMPLE CITY. 

Written by Sophie Ho, Staff Writer  

 Temple City held its annual holiday splendor 

Lights on Temple City on the evening of Friday, December 

6, at the intersection between Las Tunas Drive and Oak 

Avenue and within Temple City Park.  

 Lights on T.C. is a holiday season kick-off event 

where Temple City Park is transformed into a Winter 

Wonderland with a parade, ceremonial tree-lighting, and 

people of all ages enjoying a festive night of activities and 

entertainment. 

 At the beginning of the evening, families lined the 

sidewalks of Las Tunas Drive eagerly waiting for the        

parade to begin. Promptly at 7 p.m., the TCHS  Marching 

LIGHTS CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 

NEW TCUSD SCHOOL BOARD     

MEMBERS VINSON BELL AND JOHN 

POMEROY WERE SWORN IN TO 

THEIR NEW POSTS.  

Written by Natalie Jin, Editor-in-Chief 

Vinson Bell and John Pomeroy 

were sworn in as new school board 

members during the last Board of         

Education meeting on December 11. 

The two new board members 

had taken their respective oaths of office 

the week prior at the California School 

Board Association meeting in San Diego. 

However, for ceremonial            

purposes, Bell and Pomeroy were sworn 

in again at the school board meeting. 

During the session, Bell and 

Pomeroy each gave their own                

welcoming speeches before the rest of 

the school board. 

In his speech, Bell addressed       

students directly by discussing the         

importance of their education and          

values. 

Pomeroy shared his upbringing 

in the neighboring Pasadena area and 

some of his goals as school board         

member. 

Bell and Pomeroy replaced the 

former school board members Matt 

Smith and Joe Walker after both              

declined to seek re-election this                 

November. Their terms will expire in 

2017.  

The new school board currently 

consists of Kien Tiet as president,           

Kenneth Knollenberg as vice president, 

Vinson Bell as clerk, and John Pomeroy 

and Bob Ridley as members.  
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Teachers from Shanghai visit  

Temple City High School  

SHANGHAI: Jinshan High School in Shanghai, China is 
one of the top boarding schools of its region. 

                                           Photo Courtesy of Jinshan High School 

REPRESENTATIVES FROM     

SHANGHAI’S JINSHAN HIGH 

SCHOOL VISIT TEMPLE CITY. 

Written by Leona Chen, Secretary  

 On Thursday, November 21, 

teachers from Shanghai Jinshan High 

School visited Temple City High 

School’s campus to compare and          

contrast educational systems.  

 Temple City High School  

Principal Mary Jo Fosselman-King 

shared how this visit could possibly 

affect students from both schools.  

 “Shanghai Jinshan High 

School will be sending 15 students to 

attend TCHS for three days during 

the first week of February,” King said. 

“I think it would be great if we could 

take students to visit their school, but 

there are no plans for it at this time.” 

 During their visit, the six        

representatives were taken on a tour 

around the school and were shown a 

few classrooms. 

 “They were really late and we 

were unable to visit the classrooms 

we had originally intended to visit,” 

King explained. “So we were only 

able to see a few classrooms, but they 

enjoyed chatting with some of our 

students that spoke Mandarin.” 

 One of the classes the group of 

six representatives visited was 7th 

Period AP Language and                   

Composition, taught by Sarah 

Penalora. Principal King asked for 

volunteers from the class who could 

speak Mandarin to explain what the 

class was doing.  

 Though the students of  

Shanghai Jinshan High School were 

not present, Junior Calvin Wang       

nostalgically shared his history with 

Band and Pageantry Corps and 

Oak Avenue Auxiliaries led the 

mini-parade, showcasing the 

Prides of Temple City, including 

council members, Miss Temple 

City, and, last but not least, Santa 

Claus. Volunteers plugged in the 

lights wrapped around small trees 

along Las Tunas as Santa Claus 

passed by in a red convertible.  

 After the 10-minute            

parade, the crowds flooded into 

Temple City Park resuming their 

booth activities. While children 

proceeded to visit Santa in Santa’s 

House and slide down the ice 

slides, adults were able to enjoy 

musical performances under the 

gazebo and choose from a           

selection of food booths. The          

performing arts groups included 

Temple City High School’s  

Brighter Side show choir and 

Marching Band.  

 “Everyone was very festive 

and excited to see the parade,” 

said drum major and Temple City 

High School senior Demi               

Gonzalez. “The support the com-

munity and people of Temple 

City give us makes it so               

entertaining and worthwhile.” 

 “I think Lights on T.C. is 

a very festive and joyous          

attraction for the community.” 

said Temple City High school 

senior and Brighter Side show 

choir member Josh Li.  

 “Performing our          

Christmas numbers under the 

gazebo with such a friendly        

audience is probably the most 

memorable part.” 
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publishes news stories online. 
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http://templecityvoice.wordpress.com 

or “like” us on Facebook for the latest 

news on Temple City!  

 

 

them. 

 “I met them in the past when they came to America 

and to the summer camp I worked at: TRASK scout                  

reservation,” he added. “I asked them about what life was like 

in China, the technology, the advancement of cities, and how 

much homework they have.” 

 Wang also hopes for a program in the future that 

would allow Temple City High School students to explore 

Chinese high schools and their education systems. 

Are you interested in becoming a journalist in 

the rapidly changing news industry?  

Join The Temple City Voice as a media intern for 

10 weeks!  

Interested candidates should send a brief letter 

of interest and resume to Matthew at                    

templecityvoice@yahoo.com.   



This comic was designed by Adrienne Vuong.  
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Military 
Continued from FRONT PAGE 

Private First Class Alan Miao, a 

Combat Engineer in the U.S Army and 

Temple City High School graduate, com-

ments on the initial         struggle with 

revealing his decision to join with his 

friends and family,                suggesting 

that a possible lack of             representa-

tion of Asians in the military is due to the 

lack of parental acceptance and under-

standing. 

“When I first told my parents that 

I wanted to join the military they               

immediately said no,” Miao said. “But 

when they finally understood what the 

military could do for me both financially 

and personally, they accepted my              

decision.” 

Wesley Tsai, a Lance Corporal of 

the Marines and also a Temple City High 

School graduate, received a similar           

reaction from his parents and peers, 

attributing some of the unfavorable        

perceptions that many Asian Americans 

harbor of the military to the influence of 

the media and other traditional                

misconceptions. 

“My parents were concerned for 

my safety when I first told them I wanted 

to enlist,” said Tsai. “But when they 

started to overcome the stereotypes that 

come with the military, they became 

much more supportive.” 

However, having been in the  

military, he now steps back and defeats 

these stereotypes. “Being Asian and be-

ing in the military really isn’t a challenge 

to me,” he said. I think it’s actually easier 

for someone of an Asian upbringing to 

be in the military because we grew up 

with a sense of discipline. 

“How one performs in the             

military isn’t decided by race; it’s              

decided by heart. How much heart you 

have defines who you are in the military 

- race is only an exterior look,” he added. 

Both Tsai and Miao are very        

satisfied with their decision to enlist in 

military services, proud to have             

overcome the stereotypes that hinder 

Asian Americans in the military, but 

even prouder to be serving our country.  
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Sudoku 
Answer posted online 

The Calendar 

Holiday Concert 

Special Meeting 

Tuesday, December 17                      

San Gabriel Mission Playhouse        

7-9 p.m. 

 

E-Waste Recycling 

January 4-5 

 Temple City High School           

Parking Lot 

 

City Council  

Tuesday, January 7 
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 As someone who sees himself, or at least as an individual who 

strives to be, an agent of change in this world, I often spend time thinking 

back and looking forward. 

 I reflect upon who I am, where I have come, what challenges and 

opportunities I have had, how I am working towards the goals and          

aspirations I have for myself, personally and professionally. I ponder 

over myself, family and friends, and community. I contemplate on my 

faith, values, and principles.   

 Sometimes, my thoughts transpire into action. Sometimes, my 

thoughts remain ideas that I construct and deconstruct until an action 

emerges.  

 As I think back, I must say that the year 2013 has truly been a year 

of action.  

 Earlier this year, I positioned myself to serve as a leader to move 

our community forward. While the outcome of that moment was not 

what I had hoped, it was certainly an incredible experience to speak and  

discuss the issues of concerns Temple City residents had.  

 I also received my master’s from the University of Southern         

California. Shortly thereafter, I became a California credentialed                  

educator. Now, I am working in the field of education.   

 This summer, The Temple City Voice reinvented itself as a hybrid 

community publication: monthly in print, weekly online. With a new 

leadership, we set goals to move this organization forward, for example, 

a new focus on stories that significantly impact our city and school            

district.  

 As I look forward, I know the year 2014 will bring a new set of 

challenges and opportunities. I am confident that with the support of my 

family and friends, as well as this community, I will rise to the occasion.   

Founder’s Column 
Thinking back, looking forward 

Please remember to recycle this edition of The Temple City Voice. 
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LIGHTS ON TEMPLE CITY: Las Tunas Boulevard is riddled 
with entertainment during Lights on Temple City. 

 

Photo by James Ou 

Matthew Wong is the Founding Executive Director of The 

Temple City Voice. Matthew is a Temple City resident, graduate 

of Temple City High School, and a former city commissioner.  
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